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Yes, it’s 30!
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The Marie Curie Urgent Appeal
Right now, more people need us than ever 
before. Our nurses, hospices and Support 
Line have been here through it all, day 
and night, caring for dying people with and 
without coronavirus. We urgently need your 
donations to help continue our vital work.
To donate go to https://mariecurie.org.uk/donate/

If you’re living with a terminal illness or caring 
for someone, we’re here with practical and 
clinical information, and emotional support.
We’re here for family and friends too – no 
one is turned away, so please don’t hesitate 
to call if you need us.
All the support we offer is free and open 
8am-6pm Monday to Friday and 11am-5pm 
on Saturdays. Helpline 0800 090 2309

Call or text Alan on 07886870053 or Email      
watters.alan@gmail.com for more information 
or text/email a good photo for a quote.
Website: https://alansfineart.com/

ORIGINAL PET and 
PEOPLE PORTRAITS

Colour or mono portrait of a person or 
pet by local artist Alan Watters. Original 
portrait. Limited edition prints and/or 
personalised greetings cards packages 
also possible. Original supplied in a 
quality mount ready for framing.

Covid-19 support in Rowde
The group has re-activated for our 
extremely vulnerable neighbours.

If you are unable to collect 
prescriptions yourself, or arrange 
to have them delivered, or need 

shopping urgently, please contact 
the support group on

01380 730078 or 01380 698567
or by email at

rpc.lisa.youth@gmail.com or 
patabryant@live.co.uk

Alternatively, if you are able to 
help others, we would love to hear 

from you too.

ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
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The Magazine Team
Alan Watters (Editor)
    Tel: 01380 724788
    Email: watters.alan@gmail.com 
Suzan Jackett (Assistant Editor)
    Tel: 01380 729791
    Email: suzijj@rocketmail.com 
Julie Baker (Advertising Manager)
    Tel: 07796690413
    Email: juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk
Sue & Richard Scruse (Distribution Managers)
    Tel: 01380 729488
    Email: scrusefamily@aol.com

Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting 
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the 
team is already stretched, we very much regret 
we are unable to accept requests of this nature 
except in very special circumstances, when there 
will be a small charge.
Views expressed in this magazine are those of its 
contributors. They do not necessarily represent 
the views of the magazine’s editorial team.

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to 
advertisements is the 15th of every second month.

This magazine is brought to you thanks to Jam 
Print Design & Printing and all the advertisers

Cover Images
The photograph on the front cover was taken 
recently by Alan Watters and shows the entrance 
to Rowde on Marsh Lane.  Hopefully it will remind 
some drivers that this is where the 30 miles an 
hour restriction starts and ends and not as soon 
as they pass the entrance to Springfield Road!
The images on the back cover show the amazing 
support Furlong Close has in the village!

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and 
white in hard copy and delivered free to every 
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on 
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does 
not wish any particular details (photographs, 
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the 
World Wide Web then they are advised not 
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Editorial
Welcome to this edition of the Rowde Village News.
I hope you are all coping with the recent 
changeable weather and that you are enjoying 
being able to visit family and friends now that the 
majority of Covid restrictions have been relaxed. 
I think we need to remain cautious though as a 
lot of people have yet to be vaccinated.
This is again a very full issue and there are 
some really interesting articles. Two significant 
milestones in the village are also reported; there’s 
Gordon Underwood’s 80 years as a chorister and 
local historian Barrie Barrett’s 90th birthday. You 
can read about them both on pages 24 and 25.
We have reports from both schools on pages 12 
& 13 and also from the Rowdey Cow on page 6 
and from the Rowde Book Club on page 7.
There are some interesting lockdown love 
stories on page 8 and another excellent 
instalment from David Brown on page 9 all about 
bees. All well worth reading.
Read about significant developments in the 
‘Save Furlong Close’ campaign on pages 27 to 
29 and do support John Dalley in his 4000 miles 
‘Ground’ Trip which is reported on page 29. He 
is doing it in aid of two very worthy causes.
Also we have a double helping of bee-related 
articles on pages 9, 26 & 27.
And we welcome back what we hope will be a 
regular feature about life on the allotments (see 
page 33), thanks to new contributor Sally Green.
Finally, thank you everyone who displayed 
the ‘Save Furlong Close’ posters you received 
with your last issue of the magazine. Seeing 
them in your windows around the village is very 
impressive indeed (see back cover)!
Meantime, mind how you go, keep staying safe 
and we will see you next time,
Ed
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ROWDE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON CLUB

The Club will start again as soon as possible.
Daphne Ellis, Secretary/Treasurer 722655

HIWAY CLUB
(for the hearing impaired)

The Club will start again as soon as possible.
Di Buckland (Secretary) 723049

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
It is hoped that the Village Hall will reopen 
again soon.  
Barrie Barrett, Chairman 722186

ROWDE LADIES CLUB
The Club will start again as soon as possible.
Di. Buckland, Secretary 01380723049

MONDAY CLUB NEWS
Bromham and Rowde Day Centre for Older People

We are delighted that Monday Club is now up 
and running.  We had our first week in the Social 
Centre and started off the second week in the Social 
Centre.  We were so pleased that we had carried out 
fire practices over many years, so we could safely 
evacuate the building.  We were a bit shaken but 
everyone was fine.  We had the club in Bromham 
church for 6 weeks, which was a lovely space to 
use.  From 2nd August our new home will be the 
lounge at Angell House.  Thank you to those at Aster 
for making this possible.  Thank you too to Serena 
Dalby who is now cooking our lunches.  The meals 
are really delicious and a highlight of the day for our 
members.  Once we have settled in to Angell House 
we hope to be open to new members again.
For more information please contact :
Caroline Culley, 07557 983940 / 01380 850531  
carolineculley1@outlook.com
The Monday Club is a community day centre 
and lunch club for older people in Bromham and 
Rowde.  It is grant aided through Wiltshire Council.

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver
Call James on
07970 781828

Your friendly, female decoratress!
All decorating or painting projects considered,

including children’s murals
I am tidy, reliable and competitively priced

Call Carolynn on 07881 200218
or email ceeceedecoratress@gmail.com

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

Full Time Chef 
Required

Phone Paul at the 
Cross Keys

07836650600

LAURENCE  PLUMB
Interior & exterior Painting/

Decorating
Free Estimates

Tel: 01380 728174
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GAIGER BROTHERS LTD
Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL

Tel: (01380) 722412				     Fax: (01380) 727890

Registered Charity No 1153790
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust provide a Courtesy Home Security Service for elderly, 
vulnerable and disadvantaged people living in Wiltshire, who have become, or are at 
risk of becoming victims of house crime or domestic abuse. 
Our operators will carry out a full security and fire risk assessment before fitting 
the appropriate security devices.   If you are over 60 or vulnerable due to a mental 
or physical disability and don’t feel that you have adequate home security please 
contact us to arrange a visit.

Tel No: 01380 861155     Email: bobbyvan@wiltshire.police.uk
www.wiltshirebobbyvan.org.uk

The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust 

Devizes local family funeral service EST. 1970                                                                           
Three generations of experience, personal values and professional service      

Devizes 01380 728008  
Office & Chapel: 64 New Park Street, Devizes, SN10 1DP 

Over 100 reviews at www.bewleyfunerals.com 

24 Hour Service   Home Visits   Simple or Bespoke Funerals   Pre-paid funeral plans   memorials 
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As I write this we are in scorching 28 degrees heat 
and it’s 8 o’ clock at night! The ponies do not enjoy 
the excessively hot weather so are coming into the 
barn during the day this week.  Although it’s hard to 
work in this heat at least it’s good for ice cream sales!  
We have had a very busy week with all this lovely 
sunshine but unfortunately it looks set to break back 
to rain for when the schools break up!

It has been a sad time for the farm with the end of the 
dairy due to TB – please see the notice from the farm 
in the next column explaining the details.  
Although it is supposed to be freedom day today we 
have not made many changes at the cafe.  We will 
continue to wear our masks to help make our more 
vulnerable customers feel safe but our customers 
have the choice whether or not they would like to 
wear a mask in the cafe.  The only other change 
we have made is that we are starting to sell alcohol 
again so if you fancy a glass of wine, lager, cider or 
G&T while sitting in the sun then you can enjoy this in 
the garden.  The outdoor food hatch and spaced out 
tables will remain the same throughout the Summer.  
We have moved our additional ice cream cart to the 
canopy in the garden which really helps to keep the ice 
cream queues down in busier periods.  We will continue 
with this during the Summer holidays.  We are really 
looking forward to selling our ice cream at the amazing 
Fullatone Festival at the Bank Holiday Weekend.

We are also looking forward to 
launching our new menu in the 
Summer holidays.  We are proud 
to announce that we have won the 
Taste of the West Gold Award for 
Hospitality for the 9th year running 
this year.
We would like to thank everyone for their continued 
support since we reopened and we hope to see you soon!
Sue x

ROWDEY COW NEWS
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LOCAL HONEY FOR SALE
Rowde Hall Cottage

High Street, Rowde SN10 2PL
(Opposite Cross Keys)

01380 722406
davidb.rowde@gmail.com

£5 for a 12oz jar (340g)

SPANISH TUITION 
Native language tutor offering Spanish lessons and Translation 
   GCSEs and A levels: experience on 

preparing students for various exams: 
      AQA, Edexcel, Common Entrance & 

International Baccalaureate. 
   Adult tuition to all levels: beginners, 

intermediate & advance. 
   References available if required. 

   Contact Patricia Córdoba on: 

  pcordoba@hiberniatype.com 
  mobile no.: 0788 496 20 79 

 

ROWDE BOOK CLUB
The book for July was chosen. ‘The Penguin Lessons’ by Tom Michell.  Other 
recommendations were: ‘An American Marriage’ by Tayari Jones, ‘The Girl With The 
Louding Voice’ by Abi Daré and ‘Three Women’ by Lisa Taddeo. The next meeting will 
be on 25th August.  Contact Ann on 01380 724788 for further info. 

BOOK REVIEW
Girl, Woman, Other by Bernadine Evaristo
This is Evaristo’s eighth novel and follows the lives and 
struggles of twelve very different characters, most of them 
black British women, moving through the world in diverse 
decades. Each chapter is devoted to one of the characters 
in which they tell the stories of their families, friends and 
lovers. Within each chapter, their lives often overlap through 
generations and social classes.
Not everyone had read the book but the consensus 
was that it was a difficult read, mainly due to a lack of 
punctuation which, at times, suggested that the prose 
should be interpreted to feel more like poetry. On the whole, 
members agreed that it had needed commitment of time but, 
nevertheless, had been a worthwhile read.
Delia Merison
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THE SECOND DATE: UPDATE
It’s currently July 2021, a whole year since “The 
second date”. Here in the UK we have just lifted all 
restrictions and life is slowly returning to normal. 
A new normal. In the past year my pandemic love 
has blossomed. At first I tried to keep track of each 
date, what we did, where we went, but inevitably 
I lost count. You asked me to move in with you, 
and I said yes! I think my lockdown love is the 
one. Here’s to forgetting what number date we’re 
on, and starting our new life together as a perfect 
pandemic pair.
NEAR MISSES
One year since your near fatal accident. We 
weren’t really on speaking terms when it 
happened but it confirmed to me that I wanted 
you in my life.
Our reconnection nine years after graduation felt 
serendipitous, but it was short-lived and ended 
suddenly just before lockdown one.
I tried to fight for you, then tried to give you the 
space you asked for. But after your accident I 
knew I didn’t want to lose you forever. 
So I’m trying to keep in touch with you, trying to 
be your friend, still holding onto the hope that one 
day we’ll finally have our chance.
AFTER THOUGHTS
After a year of dating men who treated me 
like an afterthought, who used my body and 
cared very little about my brain, who pushed 
the boundaries to see how far my naïve hope 
and yearning for love would get them, I’d had 
enough. Two texts of rejection in one night from 
lovers that I thought were different from all the 
rest led me to delete the apps, the numbers, 
the Instagram followers, and take a break. This 
break may have only lasted a month, but when 
I redownloaded Hinge something told me that 
you’d be different, and I was right. You never 
once made me doubt you, our relationship 
grew easily, with no worries or dramas, and you 
showed me what honest, true, raw, unfiltered 
love looks like. Nearly a year on we are happier 
than ever, planning our future together, and 
the wounds of my past experiences are almost 
healed. I am so glad that I didn’t let the words 
and actions of a few bad apples spoil my hope, 
because if I’d let them, I’d never have found you.
FREEDOM DAY!
I miss her so much.
Forever known as the HAPPY, friendly, lovable girly 
girl! Where did she go?
Almost two years in a midst of a pandemic, leaving her 
dream job, starting a business and pedestalling self-
centred men. Listening to words rather than actions 
and over explaining herself for every small matter. 
Now freedom day is here and I reflect as a shell of 
my former self… 

So next month I’ve booked a one way ticket to 
Europe, to find the glitter, the sunshine and the zest 
to MY LIFE again. I am taking control now for my 
29 year old self to live a life of confidence and joy to 
say goodbye to depression, living in four walls and 
narcissistic men.
I’m choosing me this time, I’m scared, I am anxious, 
my feelings are raw but believe me, if I can do this 
then you can too x
“One life and there’s no return and no deposit”
FRIENDS TO LOVERS TO ‘FRIENDS’
You were an easy love a love that made me feel 
safe and not insecure about anything. I’ve never 
experienced this before. You made me laugh till 
belly aches and smile till my cheeks hurt kinda 
love… I guess you don’t feel the same way as 
you didn’t fight for me when I ended it. I miss you 
and wish I could tell you but I can’t so for now 
I will do small talk and act like I’m happy and 
loving this single life when in fact I just want to be 
wrapped up in your arms. I guess this was right 
person wrong time.
FOR EVER
In the first lockdown he split with the girl he 
had been with for 3 years. He felt like he 
had no one as his parents were his sisters 
childcare bubble. Locked in his flat 23 hours a 
day. Alone. He logged on to tinder just to see 
if it is as bad as his friends had said and that’s 
where he met me. Our first date was the 4th 
August at a local pub. I knew from the minute 
I saw him step out of his car he would be my 
forever. Fast forward to now and we are now 
living together with our puppy, reptiles and my 
14 year old daughter. He’s an incredible step 
dad and they have an amazing relationship. 
We recently suffered a miscarriage but plan 
on trying again. Hopefully some day we will be 
blessed with a baby and if not we’ve got each 
other..... forever.
MY BEING
Death isn’t just the endless days stretching ahead 
of you in which you know you’ll never see their 
face again. Never hear their voice and their laugh. 
Never see them smile or frown. Never hear the 
inflections in their voice which memory fades 
by the day. Death is also in the relationships 
left behind. Navigating new dynamics and the 
endless adapting to the new normal. Slamming 
doors and fraught conversations as people 
struggle to find their way. Death has shown me 
great love, friends who have astounded me with 
their kindness, and unwavering supper. Friends 
who have anchored me in this strange place I 
have found myself in. Death has also shown the 
darker side of some, but this is something I won’t 
dwell on. People say time will be the great healer. 
I don’t know this, all I know is I miss you with 
every fibre of my being.

LOCKDOWN LOVE STORIES

Source - lockdownlovestories.com
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Looking at the bees
This time I thought I would go through what I do when 
I look at a hive of bees.  I find this the most rewarding 
part of beekeeping.  It is a fascinating privilege to look 
into the world of these industrious creatures.  
Although it is a joy,  I should not disturb the bees 
without a reason.   I inspect the bees weekly in late 
Spring and Summer; much less in Autumn and early 
Spring.    I make sure they have enough room:  room 
for them to live in, room for them to store honey and 
room for the queen to lay eggs.  I make sure there is 
enough food- they need enough food in the hive in 
case it rains for a fortnight.   A big colony of bees in 
the height of summer will easily eat a pound of honey 
in a day.  I check they are not planning to swarm; and 
make sure they haven’t got any ailments. 
So how do you go about looking at the bees?   The 
first job is to get dressed up in the bee suit,  this is 
designed to stop the bees getting in and has a veil 
which allows me to see but stops the bees literally 
getting in  my face.  Welly boots and thin nitrile gloves 
complete the ensemble.  The gloves don’t stop a 
sting but the bees don’t seem to see them as bare 
flesh!  The thinness of the gloves lets me tell if I have 
accidently put my finger on a bee and so I avoid 
squashing it or getting stung.  Bees’ tempers vary 
according  to their character, the weather (never 
inspect before a thunder storm - ask me how I know!) 
and how skilful/clumsy the beekeeper is.  Then I light 
the smoker.  Various fuels are used  but something that 
smoulders is the idea.  The smoker allows me to put 
a puff of smoke into the hive.  This usually calms the 
bees and allows me to look without too much drama.
Try to move smoothly and calmly;  don’t bang the hive 
or the stand it sits on - the bees are very sensitive 
to vibration. Don’t move quickly or jerkily - the bees 
react to rapid movements.    The roof is removed and 
the inner cover and there are the bees.  In the hive 
frames are arranged and the bees use these to make 
their nest , raise the young bees and store honey.  A 
frame is lifted out and checked.  Is it honey or brood 
(young bees - eggs, larvae and pupae)?  The brood 
is what I am interested in.  This is the new generation 
of bees and is the driving force of the colony.  Is the 
colony growing?  Is there more brood than there was 
last time I looked?   If the brood is healthy,  the larvae 

should be pearly white  and glistening in the bottom of 
their cells.  The young workers will be bustling around 
feeding the larvae.  The tiniest larvae are fed royal 
jelly ; the older larvae  are fed pollen for protein and 
nectar for energy .  After a few days the larvae are 
covered over with a capping.  I check these look OK.  
They should be dry, slightly domed and a nice biscuit 
colour.  In the corner of the brood frames there will 
often be honey stored and pollen is also stored near 
the larvae for convenience -  is there enough to last 
for a week or two?  Are there eggs?  These are tiny 
but it is important to see them as if they are present 
then it proves that the queen was in the hive in the 
last three days and I don’t need to see her.  It is nice 
to see the queen but some queens  like to hide in the 
corners or on the floor of the hive and are rarely seen.  
Seeing eggs tell me all is well with her.
The frames are put back in the hive, the roof replaced 
and the bees are left in peace for another week.  I 
write up my notes detailing what I have seen and 
anything that needs to be done.  On to the next hive 
or home to rehydrate!
David Brown, Rowde Hall Cottage
01380 722406    davidb.rowde@gmail.com

THE BUZZ ABOUT BEES

This is how bees make comb left to their own devices

A frame of comb - Young bees developing in the 
middle - a bit of honey in the top corners The author demonstrating the correct use of smoke
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OUR FOOTPATHS 

Need YOUR HELP…. 

 

 
 

You may have noticed that some of our footpaths in the village need some care and attention.  

They are being used more and more now since the pandemic began.  

It would be great if we could make all our paths useable and safe for everyone to enjoy.  

We are looking to form a group of ready volunteers who have outdoor skills and the desire to help our 
community in a very practical way. 

We have bridges to fix, stiles to re-instate, steps to add and hedges to cut back.  

If any of the above appeals to you, please contact the Parish Clerk in the first instance.  

at rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com, tel: 01380 501919  

Thank you to the Wiltshire and Swindon Ramblers for the photograph and support, advice and 
encouragement. 
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What a busy summer term we have had!  We 
celebrated the year 11 student’s successes with 
our annual Prize Giving and a leavers’ party in the 
sunshine was a great way to mark the end of their time 
at Silverwood – Rowde.

Two classes received a Climate hero Blue Peter 
badge for the amazing work on the importance of 
saving our environment.
Sports Day was a fun-filled day and the last week has been 
full of fun as it has been Activities week, which included 
Rocket launching, Archery and a visit from ZooLab.

NEWS FROM SILVERWOOD SCHOOL - ROWDE CAMPUS
Building Community, Inspiring Learning

Executive Headteacher - Mr Sean McKeown

We have planted a beautiful Oak 
tree to remember our colleague 
Jim Nipress who sadly passed 
away earlier this year.
A Message from Sean McKeown 
our Executive Headteacher
“I can hardly believe that I have 
completed a full academic year 
at Silverwood School, and what 
an exciting year it has been! 
You will be aware that Silverwood 
School is an amalgamation of 
three special schools; Larkrise 
in Trowbridge, St Nicholas in 
Chippenham and of course 
Rowdeford. From day one, I 
was struck by the incredible 
commitment, dedication and 
passion of all the staff and completely overwhelmed by 
our amazing children and young people. 
I am sure the wider community and our staff realise 
the complexities of bringing our three schools together. 
However, I firmly believe that we should be proud of 
our many achievements this year. Our work has been 
focussed on ensuring that we listen to each other about 
how we shape our school. Our key decisions have involved 
gathering the views of parents, carers, staff and pupils. For 
example, together we chose our name, uniform colour, logo, 
and our vision: Building Community, Inspiring Learning. 
We have also been working closely with Wiltshire 
Council, architects and building contractors to help design 
the new build which will be completed in June 2023. It 
maybe that some of you have attended the build co-
production workshops, these sessions have taken the 
views of many individuals including our pupils and this 
work will continue next year. Behind the scenes, staff 
have been working tirelessly to implement a first class 
curriculum, ensuring we provide the best possible quality 
of education, in a safe and happy environment.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Rowde 
community, first of all for such a warm welcome and 
secondly for the outstanding support you provide to 
the pupils at Silverwood.”
Teresa Ollerhead
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Memories from Rowde CofE Academy
We felt that the final article from this academic year 
should be jointly written by the teachers as we have so 
many fond memories to share.
I can’t believe that it’s the end of another year, through all 
the ups and downs that the ongoing virus has brought and 
changes to what we normally do in school. Looking back on 
this year, precious memories have included the joy that my 
little reception class has brought me especially in the way I’m 
followed round like the ‘old’ mother hen and rejoining Willow 
class to see how much it has come on in the last few months.
Today, I was fortunate enough to spend the morning with 
the Year 6 children which meant that it was move up day 
for all the classes. They were my first complete year in a 
reception class at Rowde and as we reminisced about 
our time together, there were almost tears from both sides. 
I look forward to the next class with the same enthusiasm as 
always and keep fingers crossed that we can enjoy all the 
activities including the Christmas Nativity. I hope everyone 
has a safe and happy summer holidays. Love Mrs Bq 
In the last two terms, Ash class has been busy weeding the 
spiritual garden and clearing the vegetable patch. We have 
planted radishes, courgettes, and spring onions and the children 
have loved looking after them. In the last few weeks, we 
have been rewarded by harvesting our first rainbow radishes 
which the children were brave enough to try. They are 
eagerly awaiting their next crop! Mrs Alford (Year 2 Teacher)
In year 3 we have been studying all things Stone Age. 
Today we finally managed to break out of school for 
the day and get over to Stonehenge. It was a great 
day, and I was really proud of how much information 
they have taken in over the term. They were able to tell 
the volunteers there,  about the types of stones used, 
where they got them from and how Stonehenge was 
constructed. Well done Year 3! Mr Dyson (Y3 Teacher)
I could write a whole book about my memories of 
Rowde-I’ve been at Rowde that long!  Reflecting back 
there is so much to remember, dressing up, sports day 
and tournaments, carnivals and trips. 
However, as I move on to pastures new, my last memory 
of Rowde, old building or new- will be love, friendship and 
fun all in abundance.  Kate Dummett (Year 4 Teacher)

NEWS FROM ROWDE PRIMARY ACADEMY
Our bright start leads to their bright future

What stands out to me this year, as the most magical 
memory, was welcoming the children back to school 
after our closure on the 8th of March. My class were 
ecstatic to be back, excited to see each other and full 
of enthusiasm for their learning. We started reading 
the book Floodland (by Marcus Sedgewick) together, 
and they were just hooked from the first page... A buzz 
for learning like no other! We are so proud of their 
resilience and accomplishments in what’s been a very 
challenging year. Miss Simpson (Year 5 Teacher)
Camp Capers: There are so many wonderful aspects 
to our village primary school in Rowde, and one of the 
highlights for me was during last weekend, when our 
amazing Year 6s camped on the school field. This was 
their 2-night residential trip, after a very challenging 
couple of years, navigating a pandemic and still 
managing to have lots of shenanigans along the way! 
We were so impressed at their tent-building skills, 
using problem-solving as they went along. Led by our 
talented, experienced scout leaders, the children cooked 
sausages on self-built fire pits, consumed barbecue food, 
built sweet treat pic ‘n mixes, took long hikes, told ghost 
stories, bonded with friends and suffered a collapsed 
tent in the night. Fantastic memories have been made to 
end their time at Rowde, and I wish them well on their life 
journeys - Mrs Mia Morris [Year 6 Teacher]
A Year like no other: When this academic year started, 
many of us felt, perhaps a little too optimistically, that 
we wouldn’t still be living under Covid restrictions as 
it came to an end. How wrong we were! Even so, the 
children have finished the year impressively, be it the 
summer results (which are very encouraging), the 
wet and wild camp of last weekend, or Year 3’s trip to 
Stonehenge. I feel similarly old right now! But the sun 
is out, and there’s a great summer to look forward to. 
In the next academic year, you can expect to hear 
from our Year 6 Community Ambassadors, as we 
re-connect with the community and begin to welcome 
villagers to our school once more. It’s been too long, 
and we can’t wait. Until then, stay safe and enjoy the 
summer. Jon Edy-Berry (Head Teacher) 
You can now follow us on twitter at Rowde C of E 
Primary@RowdeSchool or on Facebook
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Your Parish Council
Please visit the rowdevillage.org website; the Rowde 
Parish Council Facebook page and the village 
noticeboards for confirmation of forthcoming Parish 
Council meetings. 
A full set of minutes is available on the village website. 
If you would like to receive a hard copy of the minutes, 
please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Parish Council Meetings
Since the last edition of the Rowde Village News, the 
Parish Council has met on 9th June & 14th July 2021 
in person and on zoom.  
Rowde Parish Council would like to thank Mr Edy-
Berry, Headteacher of Rowde Primary Academy 
School, and the Acorn Trust, for hosting the Parish 
Council meetings without charge in the school hall. 
We thank them too for all of their help in setting up the 
technology for the meeting and for supplying tea, coffee 
and biscuits! Thank you.
Parish Council Membership
Welcome...
Rowde Parish Council welcomes Chris Greenwood 
through co-option.  
The Parish Council currently has a full complement of 
Parish Councillors.
Update on Hft – Cllr Mayes 
Hft has withdrawn its notice for closure.  A new tender 
process has been started with new information. Wiltshire 
Council has opened the tender process out nationally. 
The outcome is expected to be known by mid – late 
August. Hft will continue to provide care for its residents 
until a new care provider has been commissioned.
•	 Cllr L Mayes met with residents/families on 
10th July 2021. 
The Parish Council thanked Cllr Mayes for sharing the 
information. The next update expected will be whether 
a care provider has come forward. 
Silverwood School 
Planning applications have been submitted now for the 
proposed development at Silverwood School (Rowde 
Campus). Please see below for details. 
Wiltshire Council understand residents’ concern about 
possible traffic issues and are working on a traffic plan 
to alleviate the issues.  
•	 PL/2021/06293:  Silverwood School, Rowde, 
Devizes, SN10 2QQ: to renew the planning permission 
for 3 double mobile classrooms, mobile numbers 
670(94), 676(94) and 794(02). Deadline: 3/8/21
The Parish Council had no objections to the application. 
•	 PL/2021/06782 Silverwood School, Rowde, 
Devizes, SN10 2QQ: Proposed development of 
Silverwood School, extending the existing Rowde 
Campus (formerly Rowdeford School) to provide a high 
quality SEND school campus for 350 students including 
the construction of a new two storey education building 
with new Hydrotherapy Pool, teaching classrooms 
and Main Hall, the development of existing buildings, 
new all-weather sports pitch, new playing fields, on-site 
parking, landscaping, ecological enhancements and 
associated works. Deadline: 05/08/2021.
The Parish Council supports the proposed building part 
of the application.
They are concerned, however, about the traffic 
management to and from the location. The Parish Council 
acknowledges that there are plans to submit a Traffic 

Regulation Order (TRO) to reduce speed on that stretch 
of the road. There is a request for construction traffic not to 
access the site at the start and finish of the school day. 
The Parish Council requested input into the Traffic 
Management Plan (TMP), and it is proposed that 
the Parish Council meets with representatives from 
Wiltshire Council before the application deadline. 
•	 PL/2021/06837 Listed Building Consent: 
Silverwood School, Rowde, Devizes, Wiltshire. 
SN10 2QQ: Proposed works to create new science 
classroom and prep room, life skills classroom, hygiene 
facilities, office accommodation, Enterprise Zone, 
accessible entrance and accessible WC. Internal and 
external alterations and repairs to existing Grade II 
Listed Rowdeford House. Temporary removal and 
subsequent replacement of Grade II Listed Gate pier 
at the north of the site to facilitate construction vehicle 
movements. Deadline: 05/08/21
The Parish Council supported the application. 
Allotments
Burning
At the Parish Council meeting in June, there was 
a request by Parish Councillors with allotments to 
remove the green waste bin. The facility had been 
misused and was regularly filled with inappropriate 
waste material, which left the bin too heavy to empty 
and often incurring an additional emptying charge. 
•	 A Parish Councillor queried whether the green 
waste bin being removed would mean that bonfires 
would be re-introduced at the allotments. It was noted 
that in the allotment agreement it says that tenants 
should not be a nuisance to other allotment holders, 
and some consider bonfires to be a nuisance. 
At the July Parish Council meeting, there was a proposal 
to reintroduce burning, through controlled methods. It was 
reported that there is now an unmanageable amount of 
green waste on the site. This is due partly to vacant plots 
being cleared, the removal of the green waste bin and the 
ban on burning. The Parish Council discussed and voted 
to permit controlled burning by allotment holders on the 
allotment site. The proposal is for controlled burning to be 
permitted on Mondays and Fridays, after 7pm, and after 
3pm on the same days in wintertime. Six out of eleven 
Councillors voted in favour, four Councillors were against, 
one abstained from voting. The motion was carried.
•	 Cllr Green has revised the allotment tenancy 
agreement. The new agreement will include a 
requirement for allotment plot holders to tend a 
minimum of 75% of their plot. 
Maintenance work on the Oak Tree 
Work has been carried out on the oak tree to take 
the weight off some of the limbs and to help balance 
the tree after a limb was broken in a storm in January 
2020. The tree surgeon has reported no signs of decay 
at the top when they had finished reducing the limbs. 
The decay at the base of the tree is recorded in the 
Picus report. The Tree Officer at Wiltshire Council was 
satisfied with the work that had been done. 
Village Appearance 
Grounds Maintenance
•	 The Parish Council was asked to consider 
tasks that our grounds worker at Hft could carry out on 
our behalf. 
•	 A complaint was made about the overgrown 
grass verge along the pavement from Conscience 
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Cottages to Dunkirk Hill (A342). It was agreed to ask 
the Parish Steward to cut this back. 
•	 A request was made to remove the signage for 
the village shop (on the signpost) at the junction of the 
High Street with Marsh Lane. 
•	 There is a posting for the village shop on Canal 
& River Trust signs through the village. The Clerk will 
notify the Canal & River Trust and ask for these signs 
to be taken down. There is also a reference to the shop 
on the Roundel on the Marsh Lane Bridge. 
•	 Grass adjacent to Furlong Close, and the 
grassed area in front of Rowde Primary School were 
cut free of charge, with thanks to the Parish Council’s 
grounds contractor, idverde. 
•	 A question was asked about when the planted 
tyres on Marsh Lane, near Furlong close, will be 
removed. The Parish Council accepted an offer from C 
Greenwood to deal with the tyres. 
•	 A question was asked about the maintenance of 
the planters on the High Street at the entrance to Manor 
Farm Lane. It has been confirmed that the planters have 
been repaired, weeded and recently replanted.
Best Kept Village Competition
Rowde came fourth (out of four) in the first round of 
the Best Kept Village competition. The Village was 
commended for its play areas and allotments. It was 
noted that there were some areas of the village that 
were in need of attention.
Playing Areas
Vandalism
Repairs have been carried out to the small playing field 
and the large playing field. Unfortunately, the day the 
Parish Council received the invoice to pay for this work, 
we received notice that the newly installed wetpour 
surfacing under the toddlers’ picnic bench had been 
vandalised. In addition, the new basketball nets that 
had been installed have been completed destroyed 
and look like they were never even there. 
The Parish Council has also replaced a litter bin which 
was destroyed in the large playing field. 
Further damage 
The wooden fence at the field entrance to Tower View 
has collapsed. The Clerk will obtain quotes for the 
fence to be repaired/replaced.   
Silverlands Play Area - refurbishment
The Parish Council has applied for an asset transfer 
of the Silverlands Play area. There is money available 
at Wiltshire Council to upgrade the play facilities at 
Silverlands. 
The Parish Council is looking for views from the local 
community, families and young people to gauge their 
views on what they would like to see in this area. If you 
have any suggestions, please contact Cllr Lisa Wills, 
01380 730078, or by email at rpc.lisa.youth@gmail.com.
Sport Field – changing facilities
It is necessary to have changing facilities and toilets on 
site in order for the playing field to accommodate adult 
football teams. 
It was proposed that the Parish Council will look at 
providing containers which could be used as changing 
rooms (1 x 40ft, or 2 x 20ft). 
Neighbourliness & Community Events
Celebration for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Celebration in 2022. 
It is planned that a committee will be formed to work on 
plans to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee. 

It was agreed to reallocate the funds that were designated 
for the VE day celebration to be used for this celebration. 
Request for a memorial plaque on the bench on the Hill 
This Parish Council agreed to a memorial plaque for 
a local resident who has recently passed away to be 
added to the bench.  
Footpaths & Highways Safety
Discussion on speed safety signs outside of 
Schools on A342, Rowde. 
There was a discussion on the possible cost of speed 
warning signs with flashing lights to warn drivers of their 
speed when approaching the two schools in the village. 
The preference was for a sign with a smiley face which 
tells the driver when they are driving safely. 
It was agreed that the Clerk would ask CATG for an 
estimated cost of these signs. It was asked if the Clerk 
could ask for potential costs of white gates at the 
entrances to the village too. 
•	 A complaint has been received about 
cars parking on the grass verge at the entrance to 
Springfield Road. 
•	 A Parish Councillor was concerned about 
a man speeding on a motorbike around Springfield 
Road, with no helmet and no number plate. 
•	 It was noted that there are currently no funds at 
Wiltshire Council to replace the white lining on the High Street.  
Caen Hill Scheme
A scheme has been developed to improve road safety 
on Caen Hill to include traffic lights. There is currently 
no budget allocated for this work. 
Cllr Mayes proposed that Rowde Parish Council works 
together with the neighbouring parishes who are also 
affected by Caen Hill. 
Footpaths
•	 Are you interested in forming a group to look 
at and repair some of the footpaths around the village?  
It has been noted that our footpaths are being used 
much more since the start of the pandemic and there 
are minor issues that need to be attended to. If you are 
interested and able to help, please contact the Clerk. 
Planning
Planning Applications for consideration
•	 PL/2021/05111 Application Type: Full planning 
permission Proposal: Proposed Multi-Purpose 
Agricultural Building Site Address: West End Farm, 
Rowde, SN10 2QH. Deadline: 19th July 2021.
The new building is intended to store equipment, 
which in turn will create more space for hay.  It 
was proposed and agreed that the Parish Council 
supports the application. 
•	 PL/2021/05499 The Firs, The Locks, Devizes, 
SN10 1QR: Erection of single storey side extension 
and detached double garage with associated external 
works. Deadline: 28th July 2021. The Council thought 
the proposed development was in keeping with the 
property and would not affect anyone. The Council had 
no objections to the application. 
•	 PL/2021/04056 Mulberry Lodge House, Close 
Lane, Rowde, Devizes, SN10 2QQ: Consultation - 
Alterations and conversion of existing coach house and 
stables to residential use (renewal of 17/06898/FUL)
The Parish Council discussed the issue raised by 
Highways about the visibility splay from the entrance 
being restricted. It was noted that the current entrance 
point has been improved hugely from its previous 
location on the bend opposite West End Farm. It is 
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considered that there will be limited additionally usage 
caused by the renovation of the Coach House and that 
this should not negatively impact on the traffic joining 
the A342. 
It was recommended that the Parish Council fully 
supports the application. 
Neighbourhood Planning
P Bryant, P Brown & the Clerk continue to attend 
meetings with Devizes Town Council and Bishops 
Cannings Parish Council to work on the new 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
It has been agreed that all three Councils will hold 
a ‘visioning’ event to review the previous strategic 
aims of the original Devizes plan to find out what 
residents’ vision is for the area for the next ten years. 
The Devizes event will be held on Wed 28th July, at 
6pm in the Shambles. It is intended that the event 
will be rolled out to Rowde Parish and also Bishops 
Cannings after that. 
There is an ongoing call for land to be included as 
potential sites for development. 
If you have land or know of land that could be developed, 
please contact the Clerk, or Cllr Pat Bryant. 01380 
698567 or by email at: rpcpatbryant@outlook.com
Reed Place 
Wiltshire Council reports that the detail of the plan to 
build Council houses on land off Reed Place has been 
changed marginally with the layout remaining basically 
the same. The Parish Council noted that they would 
like to see the changes that have been made. 
A planning application submission is due shortly. 
When permission has been granted, it is hoped that 
completion will be within approximately 5-6 months 
of full planning. It is noted however, that this is a pilot 
scheme so this estimate could change.
Wider view
New Constituency boundaries 
The Boundary Commission has proposed that 
Rowde & Roundway will join the Chippenham 
parliamentary constituency. Rowde would sit 
geographically at the very bottom of the constituency 
and has always closely associated itself with Devizes 
and the Devizes Constituency.
It was requested that the Parish Council expresses 
their objection to the proposal and a copy sent to MP 
Danny Kruger
National Grid 
The National Grid submitted a written update on their 
progress. Surveys began in April 2021. This survey 
work is now completed, and National Grid will provide 
an update on the outcome in September. 
The National Grid has received one complaint about 
traffic movement. 
The team hope to stage some information events in 
September – a mixture of online and in person events. 
National Grid is aiming to start construction in 2023 with 
the hope that Rowde will be pylon free by 2024. 
It was suggested that the construction vehicles use the 
site of the redundant farm at Roundway Village. 
Finance Update
Monthly invoices for May & June 2021 were as follows:
May invoices (total: £1,887.86)
•	 Admin costs: £1,441.08
•	 Allotments: £266.03
•	 Ground’s maintenance: £180.75

June invoices (total: £5,640.00)
•	 Admin costs: £1,275.34
•	 Waste collections & new bins: £565.07
•	 Ground’s maintenance: £1,459,59
•	 Oak tree work: £2,340.00
Parish Council income for May & June 2021
26/05/2021	 Football Pitch hire	 £100.00
26/05/2021	 Pitch hire (keep fit)	 £56.00
04/05/2021	 Allotment rent		  £20.00
04/05/2021	 Allotment rent		  £10.00
04/05/2021	 Allotment rent		  £40.00
04/05/2021	 Allotment rent		  £20.00 
09/05/2021	 Interest	     		  £0.06 
31/05/2021	 Interest	     		  £0.27
26/05/2021	 Pitch hire (keep fit)	 £24.00
09/06/2021	 Interest	     		  £0.06 
30/06/2021	 Interest	     		  £0.32
Total					     £270.71
My Wiltshire App
•	 Please forward requests for highway repairs 

to the Clerk or report them through the ‘My 
Wiltshire App’. The more reports that are logged 
through the App, the higher the priority will be 
given to the issue. 

•	 It is easy to report problems like potholes, dog 
mess, graffiti, litter and street lighting in your area 
using the ‘My Wiltshire’ online form. Reports can 
be made anonymously, or you can register for 
free. Once you have registered, you can track the 
reports you have made, and receive notification 
once the work has been completed. The more 
residents report issues, the more likely we are to 
have them fixed. 

•	 The ‘My Wiltshire’ page can be accessed through 
the Wiltshire Council website at: https://www.
wiltshire.gov.uk/mywilts-online-reporting

Concerns
If you have any local concerns about footpaths, 
hedges, allotments, play facilities, or anything village 
related, we would like to hear from you. We value your 
input and suggestions and will try to help. 
You can contact us through the Rowde Parish Council 
Facebook page, or by e-mail: rowdeparishcouncil@
gmail.com, or by telephone: 01380 501919. 
Police Matters
If you need to report a crime:
Please dial 101 to report a crime and 999 in an 
emergency.
It is possible to follow the Police on: 
Twitter https://twitter.com/wiltshirepolice
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/wiltshirepolice/
Or sign up to Community Messaging https://www.
wiltsmessaging.co.uk/
Dates for the diary
Parish Council meetings dates can be found in 
the village diary at the back of the magazine.  We 
invite all villagers to attend, to observe and to 
make use of the public question time at the Parish 
Council meetings. 
A full set of minutes is available on the Parish 
notice boards and on the village website.
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Pat Bryant               Chair                                          patabryant@live.co.uk            01380 698567
Lisa Wills                 Vice-Chair                                                        rpc.lisa.youth@gmail.com     01380 730078
John Dalley             Sports & Playing Fields           jdtaxisdevizes@gmail.com      07592 063789
Debra Pullen                                                              rpc.dpullen@gmail.com    
Philip Brown                                                              p208brown@btinternet.com   07554 311726
Chris Stevens         	                                                  rpc.cstevens010@gmail.com                                 
Wayne Cherry                                                             rpc.wcherry@gmail.com       07511 748954
Sally Green                                                                 sallygreenrpc@yahoo.com
Mandy Humphreys  
Josh Wills 	                                                 rpc.joshwills@gmail.com
Chris Greenwood	                                                 cj_g@me.com
Rebekah Jeffries    Clerk                                          rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com   01380 501919

ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

Laura Mayes	 Wiltshire Councillor                   laura.mayes@wiltshire.gov.uk
Wiltshire County Councillor deputising for Rowde

Libraries:			             01225 713000
Parking:			             01380 734812
Pest control:			             01380 734721
Planning:			              01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste:                   0845 6032085
Registration - Births, Deaths & Marriages:    01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence) Freephone: 0800 232323

or mobile/outside Wiltshire:                 01225 777234
School admissions:		          01225 713010
School special educational needs:      01225 718095
School transport:		          01225 713004
Social care – adults:	                      0300 456 0111
Social care – children:	                      01225 773500
Street care and cleaning:	         01380 734849

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL - Useful phone numbers

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01380 711781 
www.aptgroupservicesltd.co.uk 

Approved Building and Electrical Contractors based in 
Wiltshire 

Building Services 
Approved CV Charger Point Installer 

Electrical Services 
Lighting Design 

Smart Home Technology 
Home Improvement 

Fire Alarm and Emergency Lighting 
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Please visit our website, for the latest information 
on our services: https://www.achurchnearyou.
com/church/9690/
or check the Church notice board for further 
information
Or contact the Administrator: 
Sarah Bowler
sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com
07876142112
Private Prayer
The churches within our Benefice are also open for 
private prayer on the following days. 
Mondays & Thursdays,  St Matthew’s Rowde  2pm - 4pm

Monday to Friday, St Nicholas Bromham 10am - 4pm       
Saturdays, St Nicholas Bromham 10am – 12 noon
Every day, Sandy Lane 10am – 4pm

Events
Regular Activities

Coffee and Chat on Tuesdays – 10:45 to 11:30
We’re meeting for coffee and chat on 
Tuesdays in St Matthews.
Occasional videos of Bible reading and prayers – 
You Tube Recorded Services 
Churches of Rowde and Bromham
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCEaEU1Oqi6iDABPgvyc1LQQ

Aug 1
8am
10am
Aug 8
8am
10am
Aug 15
10am
Aug 22
8am
10am
11.15am
Aug 29
10am
11.15am
Sep 5
8am
10am
Sep 12
8am
10am
Sep 19
8am
10am
11.15am
Sep 26
8am
10am
11.15am

Aug/Sep Worship in Rowde, Bromham and Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde are in bold.. Services in Bromham and 

Sandy Lane are in italic. Please visit our website, for the latest information 
on our services: 

Everyone is very welcome at all our services
Date/Time Service

Trinity 9
Holy Communion (BCP), Rowde
Holy Communion, Bromham
Trinity 10
Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
Holy Communion, Rowde
Trinity 11
Morning Worship, Bromham. to be confirmed
Trinity 12
Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
Holy Communion, Rowde 
Informal Worship, Zoom
Trinity 13
Holy Communion, Bromham
Informal Worship, Zoom
Trinity 14
Holy Communion (BCP), Rowde
Holy Communion, Bromham
Trinity 15
Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
Holy Communion, Rowde
Trinity 16
Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham
Holy Communion, Bromham
Informal Worship, Zoom
Trinity 17
Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
Holy Communion, Rowde 
Informal Worship, Zoom
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Open the Book
For more information, contact Fran Hall: 
07989758412 or Sarah Bowler: 07876142112 
sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com 
Growing in Faith - Prayer
For more information please contact Caroline 
Culley carolineculley1@outlook.com 
Mothers’ Union 
Please contact Carole Myer for details: 01380 
850706 or ed.myer@btinternet.com
Church Cleaning 
For more information contact Jane Moss 
on 01380 729160 jmosscadet@gmail.com                   
Maureen Hiscocks 01380 725406 for the brass 
cleaning rota.
Choir 
Choir Leader: Vacant
Choir Practise Junior and Adults will return as 
soon as possible.
Bell Ringing
For further information please contact the Tower 
Captain: Richard Heath rich.p.heath@gmail.com/ 
or 01380 722379   
Flower Arranging
Flower Guild Rota
25 July & 1 August - Caroline Land
8 & 15 August - Jane Sartin
22 & 29 August - Rosie Berry
5 & 12 September - Jill Myerscough
19 & 26 September - Jayne Andrews-Wheeler
3 & 10 October - Liz Ibbetson
For further information please contact: Jane Sartin 
j.ksartin@talktalk.net or call 01380 727446

Contact Details
Rector: Revd Ruth Schofield: 
07738 858909 / 01380 850191       
revrschofield@gmail.com
Associate Priest: Heather Smith
07795 822515
Lay Minister: Caroline Culley
07557 983940
Church Wardens:
vacant
Benefice Administrator: Sarah Bowler 
07876 142112              
sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com
Website: A Church Near You
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9690/
Benefice Facebook page: Churches of Rowde 
and Bromham
https://www.facebook.com/groups/439328832796693/

A Message from Revd Ruth
The Olympic games starts next week in Tokyo, although 
by the time you’re reading this, any number of changes 
may have taken place!  Yesterday I heard an interview 
with rower Helen Glover, who is competing in the 
women’s pairs.  Last year, when the Olympics should 
have happened, she was on maternity leave, and so 
wouldn’t have been able to take part.  But with the delay, 
and a lot of hard work in her training regime, Helen is 
now able to go to Tokyo to represent Team GB.
Rowing is an endurance sport, and the only sport I have 
personal knowledge of competing in, although not at 
Olympic standard!  It’s about stamina, as well as sprint 
fitness, as the training regimes are long and arduous, 
and often involve early morning sessions on the water 
in all weathers.  There are ups and downs – it can feel 
wonderfully good when the boat is running smoothly, 
everyone’s oars are cutting into the water at the same 
moment and you have the lead in a race.  But the 
opposite is also true, when it’s going badly, it can be 
very dispiriting, and you have to dig deep and stick to 
your plan to win through.
The Bible has a lot to say about suffering and 
endurance.  St Paul says it’s character forming:
We gladly suffer because we know that suffering helps 
us to endure. And endurance builds character, which 
gives us a hope that will never disappoint us. All of this 
happens because God has given us the Holy Spirit, 
who fills our hearts with his love.  - Romans 5.3-5
In this season, just when we might have hope that we’re 
coming out of Covid, I hear every day of people who are 
suffering with it, and some quite badly.  This pandemic 
is much more like an endurance race than a sprint to 
the finish.  We can see that it’s been character forming, 
whenever we hear of people going out of their way to help 
others – showing that we are a loving, caring community.
If you need support, and especially if you would like 
prayer for yourself or for someone you love, please do 
get in touch.  As a church, we are in this for the long 
haul, and hope very much that soon we will all be able 
to gather as a village to reflect on this time, mourn those 
we’ve lost and look forward to brighter times ahead.
In his love, Revd Ruth

Modern & Traditional 
Designed Memorials

M J SLY
Memorial Stonemason - New Memorials 

Additional Inscriptions - Restorations
Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk
Email: info@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at  
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough
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DISCLAIMER
Please note that the information given and views expressed 
in this magazine are generally as supplied by the contributors. 
Our personal comments may sometimes be expressed in the 
editorial on page 3 and if our views are given elsewhere, they 
will be credited as so. In addition, much of the local news items 
is sourced directly from other publications and the internet. We 
therefore apologise for any inaccuracies published but regrettably 
we have no control over this possibility happening. We will 
however publish corrections notified to us as soon as possible.
Alan Watters, Editor

WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share or just have 
something to say about the village?
If you can contribute to the content of your 
Rowde Village News in any way or would like 
to give us feedback (good or bad) or discuss 
any magazine issues then please contact:
Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email at 
watters.alan@gmail.com
or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by email 
at suzijj@rocketmail.com   

Move.Every.Day.

@ Rowdefield Farm, Rowde:
Improvers/Intermediates

Mondays & Tuesdays:  6.30 pm

From September morning 
classes will resume:

@ Dance Studio, Bath Road, Devizes
Improvers/Intermediates

Tuesdays:  9.30 am

Good News - Classes running in Summer
Use the chance to come for a taster session now!

Please call for dates and availability!

Canal Boat
Rental

From the Wharf  below 
Caen Hill Locks

www.foxhangers.co.uk

Tel: 01380 828795

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern 
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers

More to Foxhangers than boat hire!

Visit our website for complete details of our
Weekend Breaks
Midweek breaks
Weekly Breaks

4 self-catering units and a campsite 
available at Lower Foxhangers

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting
All aspects of boat engineering

Chandlery

To book your place or for any enquiries please email suzijj@rocketmail.com or call Suzan on 
01380 729791

find me on INSTAGRAM: med.pilates or FB: Move Every Day Pilates

Magazine Submission Deadlines 
for 2021/2022 (bi-monthly)

15th September 2021
15th November 2021
15th January 2022
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T O’ROURKE
All plastering work undertaken

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:
01380 698993

or  07968 634689

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend

provides
reliable and effective repairs 

& maintenance to all makes of 
TV, Hi-Fi & video equipment

by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff 
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact

Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com

Does your dog spend too much time home alone? Do 
you find it hard to fit in regular daily exercise for your dog 
amongst the stresses of everyday life? Let me help you! 
I’m a dog walker with over 10 years’ experience working 
with dogs and other animals. I have worked for guide 
dogs and have been a supervisor at a busy kennels, as 
well as years helping at veterinary practises. My passion 
for animals runs very deep and their care and welfare is 
of up most importance to me. I am experienced, offering 
a professional, caring and friendly service to dogs & their 
owners of all Breeds I am fully insured and first aid trained. 
I have a Facebook page where you can see 
reviews and updates of your dogs on their walks.                                    
www.facebook.com/boopeeandfriends/ 
My website is www.boopee-and-friends.co.uk. Feel free 
to message me via website or on my Facebook page. 
Alternatively you can call me on 07368635866.

DOG WALKER / PET CARE 
SERVICES

4CHILDREN

For further 
information or to get 
involved, telephone 
01380 739835

PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Travel Alert
Travel restrictions may apply and 

transportation services are subject to change. 
Please check online or phone 01249 444444 

before you travel.

BUS TIMETABLE  http://www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk/

If you want to find out who loves you more, stick 
your wife and dog in the boot of your car for an hour. 
When you open the boot, who is happy to see you?
What did the left eye say to the right eye? Between 
you and me, something smells.
My grandfather died peacefully in his sleep, unlike the 
screaming passengers in his car.
Never criticize someone until you have walked a mile 
in their shoes. That way when you criticize them, you’ll 
be a mile away and you’ll have their shoes.
How did the hipster burn his mouth? He ate the pizza 
before it was cool.
What did the Buddhist ask the hot dog vendor? 
“Make me one with everything.”
A golf ball is a golf ball no matter how you putt it.
Insect puns bug me.
My leaf blower doesn’t work. It sucks.
What do you call an alligator in a vest?                        
An investigator.
What do you call sad coffee? Despresso.
Why did banana go to doctor? It wasn’t peeling well.
What kind of jokes do you make in the shower? 
Clean jokes.
What did the duck say when he bought lipstick? Put it 
on my bill.
What happens to a frog’s car when it breaks down? It 
gets toad away.
What never asks questions but receives a lot of 
answers? The telephone.
Why did the robber take a bath? Because he wanted 
to make a clean getaway.
Teacher: “Which book has helped you the most in 
your life?” Student: “My father’s checkbook.”
Do you have any jokes to tell? Send them in!

FUN COLUMN
Welcome to this month’s fun column, these 
are the best clean jokes ever told (apparently):

PHOTO FUN

Do you have any interesting or amusing photos 
of people, pets or anything else? Send them in! 

This issue we have some funny shaped vegetables
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Tom Ashpole
TREE 

SURGERY
All Aspects of Tree 
Surgery Covered

Including Hedgework And Stumpgrinding
NPTC certified, Cert.Arb (RFS) Fully Insured

Tel 01380 699473 Mob 07929 898544
Email: enquiries@wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Web: www.wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Shorter art based talks are available through www.connected.theartssociety.org 
Please visit our web site for more details : htt://tasnorthwilts.org.uk 

We will return to live lectures in Melksham as soon as the situation eases. 
For more information go to tasnorthwilts.org.uk

And if you would like to join our society please contact 
Mrs Anthea Penhallow 01225 707534 / anthea@antheapenhallow.com

Wednesday 1st September
Modern Masterpieces, Market 

Trends and New Collectors

The Arts Society North Wiltshire

Wednesday 6th October
Tapestry: The Ultimate Wall 

Decoration

In spite of the pandemic our lectures have continued as planned. Members can access 
lectures on line via Zoom.

We have even arranged an extra lecture!

Forthcoming Lectures: 

Wednesday 3rd November
Anatomical drawings of 

Leonardo da Vinci
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80 YEARS AS A CHORISTER!

On Sunday 11th July, chorister, Gordon 
Underwood celebrated his 80th year in the 
choir at St Matthew’s Church, Rowde.  Gordon 
chose the hymns for the service, including 
“One More Step Along the Way I Go”, which 
was a great favourite of his late wife, Peggy.  
When he joined the choir in 1941, Gordon recalls 
things were very different!  “There were 6 men 
and 14 boys.  It was war time, so the men were 
mostly farmers and they came in the evenings.”  
In a time when there was far less entertainment 
available, the choir kept the boys occupied:  “We 
had Sunday School at 10 o’clock in the morning; 
morning service at 11 o’clock; and evensong at 
half past six.  In the afternoon we used to go to 
the chapel!” 
Gordon remembers other advantages!:  “We 
used to get paid for being in the choir.  As long 
as you attended every service, you were paid 
3 shillings a quarter.  You were deducted a 

penny if you missed.”   Exemplary behaviour 
was expected: “The men sat behind the boys; 
if you so much as moved your head you had 
one round the ear!  The hymn book was the 
old Ancient and Modern; the psalm books 
were used a lot more and we used the Book of 
Common Prayer.  Communion services were 
only about once a month.”
And what about other changes? Easter: “In 
those days, the Good Friday service lasted for 
3 hours, so we did it in shifts. No good trying 
to get us boys to stay in for 3 hours! On Easter 
Sunday we had said Communion at 7 o’clock 
and 8 o’clock and 9 o’clock; then the choir sang 
at the 11 o’clock service and  Evensong.  We 
used to get up for that and then have the rest of 
the day free. Every Ascension Day, we went to 
church, had a service and then had the rest of 
the day off – we always looked forward to that! I 
remember when we had Rogation Sunday, we 
used to go through the churchyard and come 
out by the chapel in Marsh Lane, stop at 2 or 3 
places, come down Marsh Lane and back in to 
the church again.  We’d stop in 4 or 5 places and 
bless the crops.”
“At Harvest Festival, the church was packed out.  
All the farmers came for the Harvest service. 
There were more seats in those days, too.  The 
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font was in a different place, and there were 
seats where the small chapel is.”
“At Christmas time, the choir used to go carol 
singing in the village for about 10 days; we went 
all around the boundaries of the village and 
raised quite a bit of money for the choir.  There 
was Christmas Holy Communion at 7, 8 and 9 
o’clock and an 11o’clock service as well.”
“We used to wear black cassocks and white 
surpluses. A woman used to take them home 
and wash them every 3 months or so.”
“In those days, everybody in the village knew 
one another and everybody would come to the 
village fete – which was always on a Wednesday 
because that was half day!”
90 NOT OUT!
Local historian Barrie Barrett celebrated his 
90th Birthday in June with a small group of 
friends from the village and of course, his ‘soul 
mate’ and constant companion Ruby (pictured 
with him below).

Barrie was born in Devizes but moved to Rowde 
when he was about six months old to live in Rose 
Cottage in Marsh Lane. His father was employed 
by the Bartholomew family in Rowde Court as 
a chauffeur/ handyman and Barrie attended the 
local schools, firstly in the ‘little school’ near the 
George and Dragon and then to the old school in 
Marsh Lane. Barrie contracted Polio at the age of 
eleven and was told he would not walk again but 
after spending many months in hospital he proved 
them all wrong but it did affect his legs and ‘put 
paid’ to his ambition of being a ‘master builder’ 
following in his grandfather’s footsteps.   Barrie did 
however still do his National Service working as a 
wireless officer.
Fortunately Barrie managed to get an 
apprenticeship with the Wessex Electric 
Company (forerunners of the now Scottish 
and Southern Electric) firstly in Devizes, then 
Trowbridge and ending at Melksham where 
he became a Foreman Installation Inspector.   
Due to the constant use of the Wireless in his 
Army days Barrie lost most of his hearing but 
was lucky to be fitted with a Cochlea Implant 
which certainly improved his quality of life.
Barrie met and married local girl Jean (nee 
House), daughter of the local baker and they 
moved into Barrie’s current home in the bungalow 
he built next to his parents house in Marsh Lane.
As well as being a keen gardener managing 
his large garden, Barrie spent many happy 
hours researching local history and also 
natural history and enjoyed taking groups 
along the Kennet and Avon Canal explaining 
the history of the building of the canal. This, 
due to health problems, he cannot now do.
Barrie has also been a Parish Councillor and 
very involved with the Village Hall over many 
years as Treasurer and now Chairman. Also 
in the HIway Group, set up for people with 
hearing problems.
Sadly Jean passed away eight years ago but 
Barrie is fortunate in having good friends to 
help him and of course ‘little shadow Ruby’!
Diana Buckland
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SAVE THE BEES                                 
– PLANT FOR POLLINATORS
Writing this in ‘Bee Needs Week’ (18-25 July), 
I’m surrounded by the sound of bees buzzing 
around the lavender that grows either side of 
my garden path, however, I’m told that many 
of the 270 bee species that inhabit the UK 
are in serious decline due to monocultural 
agriculture, the indiscriminate use of pesticides 
by gardeners and loss of habitat due to 
urbanisation, but here they are prolific and 
this is due to the fact that we have planted a 
bee friendly garden and provided a habitat 
sympathetic to their needs.

As individuals we can all help to halt the 
decline in our bee population and ensure 
that our bees lead a happy, pollinating and 
productive life by providing food, and the 
easiest way to do that is to plant the plants that 
they love to feed on.
Single open, daisy like flowers which provide 
a landing and feeding platform for bees, and 
butterflies, are top of the list, tubular flowers 
are next, but double flowers, which may look 

attractive to us are a nightmare for bees, they’ll 
simply give up on you and go elsewhere.
So here’s a list of plants which are bee friendly 
and which flower throughout the months during 
which bees are most active, March to October.
March – Primrose, Bergenia (Elephants Ears), 
Daffodil, Pulmonaria
April – Bluebell, Crocus, Forget-me-not, 
Wallflower
May – Tulips, Lupin, Hardy Geraniums, 
Stachys (Lambs Ears)
June – Oxe-eye-daisy, Foxglove, Roses 
(single flower)
July – Lavender, Penstemon, Nepeta, Nasturtium
August – Hollyhock, Teasel, Sunflower, Persicaria
September – Helenium, Buddleia, Sedum, 
Dahlia (single flower)
October – Ivy – yes ivy . . .
This is an indicative, not a definitive list and if 
your favourite bee friendly plant isn’t included, 
no problem, just add a few of the above and 
you’ll be guaranteed extra visitors.
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If you are lucky enough to have blossom trees 
such as cherry, crab apple, hawthorn and 
plum then you will be aware of the hum that 
they create during spring but many others also 
attract bees, willow, horse chestnut, maple, 
and lime are key ‘honey’ trees.
For those of you who choose not to garden 
or cannot garden, all is not lost. Bees see 
plants as food not weeds, so if you have 
an overgrown lawn full of daisies, clover 
and dandelions you will still be encouraging 
wildlife, arguably more so than those of us who 
rigorously mow and tend, and that overgrown 
ivy on the wall provides a vital top up of food to 
enable bees to survive the winter.
Take your cue from nature, look for clues 
as to what plants bees love when you’re 
out walking, hear the hum from wildflower 
meadows and maybe create a meadow of 
your own in your garden, or in a pot or a 
window box – if you plant it they will come.
For more information search online – plants 
for pollinators.
And for further reading try:
Dave Goulson – Gardening for Bumblebees
Jean Vernon – The Secret Lives of Garden Bees
Geraldine Clisby-White

FURLONG CLOSE - UPDATE
By way of update on the campaign to save 
Furlong Close; I am afraid that there is good 
news and there is bad news.
The good news is that the campaign to save 
Furlong Close won a very significant legal victory 
in June, which saw Hft withdraw its decision to 
close Furlong Close and put the future of site 
firmly in the hands of Wiltshire Council.  
The bad news is that the Council has not so 
far taken up the challenge of working with the 
families to find a long-term solution to save 
Furlong Close, so that the residents and their 
families remain concerned and frightened 
about the future.
The victory came in June, in the legal 
proceedings which had been brought on behalf 
of one of the residents of Furlong Close to ask 
the High Court to set aside the decision by 
Hft to close the site.  The proceedings alleged 
that Hft had breached the residents’ human 
rights by taking a decision to close Furlong 
Close without consulting them or their families 
and without properly taking into account the 
devastating impact which closure would have 
on the lives of the residents (for some of whom 
the trauma would be life-shortening).  Hft 
had defended the proceedings but, in June, 
capitulated by agreeing to orders by the Court 
in which it formally:
•	 Withdrew its decision to close Furlong 
Close; and
•	 Committed to continuing to provide care 
and support to the residents at Furlong Close 
for as long as Wiltshire Council continued to 
commission that care.
This is good as far as it goes, but it casts the 
onus squarely on Wiltshire Council to commit to 
continuing to commission care and support for 
the residents at Furlong Close for the long term 
and remove the terrible uncertainty which has 
been hanging over the heads of the vulnerable 
residents and their families since last October.
Sad to say, the Council has not yet done this.  
Instead, it has launched a tender to try and 
identify an alternative care provider at Furlong 
Close, to replace Hft.  This would be fine 
except that the tender is to take over the site 
for just two years, under lease from Hft, with 
no commitment whatsoever beyond two years.  
This would simply leave the residents and their 
elderly parents on a fearful, two-year path to 
the edge of a cliff.  
In other words, this is not a solution but a stop-
gap measure and, to date, the Council has 
done nothing to work with the families to try 
and identify a longer-term solution; 
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for example, like that which was floated by 
Simon Jacobs, the then Cabinet Member for 
Adult Social Care before the election (i.e. the 
Council acquiring Furlong Close from Hft as 
a long-term strategic asset and allowing the 
aging residents to remain there for as long 
as it continued to meet their special needs).  
Unless the Council takes up this challenge and 
works with the families to find a real solution 
to save Furlong Close, then I am afraid that 
the fight goes on and we may all end up back 
in Court before the end of the year.  In the 
meanwhile, the uncertainty of the situation 
continues to take its toll on the mental well-
being both of the residents and their parents 
and siblings.
I will continue to keep you posted and I am 
grateful for the opportunity, on behalf of 
the families, to warmly thank the people of 
Rowde for their continuing support and to also 
express our undying gratitude to the staff at 
Furlong Close, who have been providing our 
vulnerable relatives with outstanding care and 
support through this very difficult time.
Very best wishes,
Mark Steele
THE BIG CLEAN UP!

“Some of the local family members of the 
“Families & Friends of Furlong Close” support 
group, gave up their weekend as a goodwill 
gesture, to tidy the raised beds area of “Sow 
& Grow” at Furlong Close, in the hope that the 
facility can be started again.  

The area had been very neglected since Hft 
announced closure of day services at the 
start of COVID lockdown in March 2020.  In 
October 2020 Hft announced their proposal 
to close the whole site and that day services 
would not be reopening.  Recent success in 
the High Court, resulting in Hft withdrawing 

Before

During

During
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it’s original closure decision and that they 
will continue providing care and support at 
Furlong Close for as long as Wiltshire Council 
continues to commission them, now gives 
them the opportunity to reopen day services 
and the “sow & grow” facility.  

At the start on Saturday morning, very high 
undergrowth made it impossible to identify 
the raised beds at all.  Thanks to all the hard 
work from the volunteers over the weekend; 
by the end of the work on Sunday, the raised 
beds area is now ready to be used again for 
the benefit of the service users.  Hopefully Hft 
and Wiltshire Council will now work together to 
make this happen”.

4000 MILES ‘GROUND’ TRIP FOR CHARITY

Hi all, I will be riding 4000 miles visiting all 92 
football league stadium also along the way I 
will be dropping in to all Premier rugby union 
and all 18 first class cricket teams.. my chosen  
charities being the wonderful Dorothy House 
and our fantastic NHS.
It’s 10 years since I last did all 92 football 
league clubs. I am doing this to bring 
awareness for the two charities. I have started 
the journey already with a little trip to Bristol. I 
will be heading to Birmingham on Friday 30th 
July, down to Plymouth via Taunton and Exeter 
on Sunday then it is the south coast on the 
3rd of August and London on the Wednesday. 
Friday 5th I’m on my way across to Essex 
and a stop in Norwich. Saturday sees me up 
to Lincoln, Hull and maybe a stop to watch 
Swindon at Scunthorpe then to Sheffield for the 
night. Sunday it’s Yorkshire, up to Newcastle 
across to Carlisle and in to Annan then up 
to Glasgow by Monday evening. Tuesday 
hopefully Lossiemouth with Edinburgh the 
target for Wednesday evening, dropping down 
the east coast in to Dundee and Perth.
Thursday back in England with only barrow 
and Morecambe. Friday is Blackpool, Preston, 
Blackburn, Greater Manchester, Liverpool 
and down to Crewe. Saturday is Stoke, 
Shrewsbury, Wolverhampton then probably 
home.  Leaving just a round trip for the 
16th of August up to Gloucestershire then 
Worcestershire across to Swansea, Cardiff 
and Newport. Then in to Bristol Rovers, 
Gloucestershire cricket, Bath Rugby and a 
finish from where I started at Dorothy House.
I am doing this in memory of my partner Delia 
who was so cruelly taken from us at the age of 55 
on the 14th of July so please give as little or as 
much as you can. You can sponsor me at Virgin 
Money Giving. Just look me up on their website. 
Thank you all, John Dalley

After

...and a well deserved cuppa for all the volunteers!
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JOSEPHINE MATTHEW EULOGY
Josephine Marian Ekin was born on the 9th 
October 1925, to Roger and Phyllis Ekin, in 
Rawalpindi, India.  Her birthplace is stated in the 
record as Christchurch, but was probably Murree, 
in the hills of Kashmir, in what is now Pakistan.
The family moved back to London in March 
1926 to stay with Phyllis’ parents, when Jo 
was still a baby, and some seven months later 
moved to Richmond, where they rented a 
house while her father was on military leave 
from India. They moved to Camberley, and 
then Kent.  Jo went to school in Dorking, and 
she, sister Liz and brother Tom mostly spent 
the summer holidays with their grandparents 
while her parents were in India.  She then 
boarded at Buckswood Grange in Crawley, 
moving to a day school when her parents were 
back on leave, and then boarded again.
As the second world war progressed, this next 
school moved wholesale to Worcestershire 
away from the more dangerous bombing.  
Holidays were spent with her aunt in Dursley 
Gloucestershire.  By the time she was 18, Jo had 
been to no fewer than seven schools, through 
being a wartime forces child.  In her last years 
at school, Jo particularly benefitted from the 
cookery course, and joined the Wrens on leaving 
at the age of 18.  With them she trained and 
served in Hampshire, Glasgow, Aberdeenshire 
and Middlesex.  Like many young women of her 
generation, wartime provided opportunities for 
travel and responsibility.
After the war, Jo moved to London to 
secretarial college, and various jobs in the city.  
She lived near her grandmother Mabel, and 
shared a flat with Jean Heneage.  It was at a 
party in 1949 with Jean that Jo was introduced 
to David Matthew.  But almost immediately Jo 
left for Canada, travelling and working.  On 
her return some two years later, the couple 
met again, and never looked back.  They were 
married in Kensington in November 1951.  
Moving to Ramsbury, David and Jo made their 
home and brought up Michael and Anthony.  
They had a long and happy marriage.  After 
David died in 1989, Jo was well supported by 
her sons and other family and friends.  She 
moved to Rowde in 1997.
Jo was a devout worshipper at St Matthew’s 
church, and a much loved member of the 
community.  She had the sort of determination 
that can sometimes appear as stubbornness, 
but which is also known as backbone!  She had 
a light touch with words, and was always loving.  
Michael and Anthony describe how she would 
sometimes question their youthful assertions 
with an airiness that didn’t close down the 

conversation, but would often lead them to think 
further about their position on a subject.
Jo kept articles and clippings of all sorts.  One 
of these illustrates not just her faith, but also 
this interest in asking pertinent questions!  This 
is from the Church Times in 2011.  A child had 
written to the Archbishop of Canterbury – “To 
God, how did you get invented?  from Lulu xx”.
Rowan Williams answered that God would 
probably reply that He wasn’t invented, but that 
over time lots of people had ideas about Him, 
some sensible, and some not so sensible.
We rather think that Jo is, right now, asking 
God some pertinent questions!
Jo loved living here, and it was only her 
increasing frailty that persuaded her eventually 
to move to Brendoncare in Froxfield in August 
last year.  She will be much missed.
STOP THIEVES!!

If anyone saw two tall young males (20s?) with 
masks running very fast carrying two large 
bags and heading west along New Park St, 
Devizes on 15th July just after 1pm and being 
chased by an old man (me!) shouting “Stop 
Thief!” please contact Devizes police on 101 if 
you can identify them or saw where they went. 
They had just blatantly, in broad daylight, stolen 
a huge amount of goods from Boots pharmacy. 
Unfortunately one of them slipped through my 
fingers whilst exiting the shop and although I 
ran after them I couldn’t catch up as sadly my 
marathon running days are long gone!
When I got home later in the afternoon I 
looked in the mirror and discovered a small 
bruise on my nose but I suppose it could have 
been a lot worse.
Update: After an appeal for witnesses on local 
social media someone added that they saw the two 
men meet up with a third man near the Majestic 
Wine shop then all three ran on out of sight.
Alan Watters
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CARER CAFES BACK IN VENUES
It’s been 15 months since the doors were forced to close 
on Carer Support Wiltshire’s face-to-face carer cafes and 
support groups. The charity are now delighted to be able 
to welcome back carers for a cuppa, slice of cake and a 
chat at venues across Wiltshire.
Carer Support Wiltshire runs the cafes to give those 
people who care for someone the opportunity 
to meet with others who are in a similar situation 
to their own. Being a carer can be an isolating 
experience and carers may spend a lot of time at 
home if the person they care for has a disability or 
illness that makes it difficult for them to go out.
You must book your place in advance as numbers 
will be restricted to give everyone the space they 
require. Call 0800 181 4118 to book, or email 
admin@carersupportwiltshire.co.uk.
You can view all events taking place over the 
summer on the Carer Support Wiltshire website. 

Online catch-ups are continuing for those who 
prefer to continue meeting up online and details 
can be found on the website. There is also a cafe 
especially for parent carers to meet together. 
Lansdowne Strand Hotel, Calne – 2nd Tuesday of 
the month, 10:30am-12
Angel Hotel, Chippenham – 3rd Monday of the 
month, 10:30am-12
Methuen Arms, Corsham – 3rd Thursday of the 
month, 10:30am-12
Bear Hotel, Devizes – 1st Wednesday of the 
month, 10:30am-12
Palmer Gardens, Trowbridge – 3rd Wednesday of 
the month, 2-3:30pm
Parent carers café – 3rd Wednesday of the month, 
phone for venues/times
Kath Brice, PR & Communications Officer
Direct Line: 01380 819606
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CALLS FOR HOUSING 
ASSOCIATIONS TO BE HELD TO 
ACCOUNT IN WILTSHIRE
Just ten people remain at the Hedges 
Houses housing complex in West Lavington 
as the housing association behind the 
decision to close it down scopes out planning 
opportunities for the site.
Dominic Muns, councillor for the Lavingtons, said 
he hoped Wiltshire Council can be encouraged 
to hold housing associations to account and 
make a change in policy, to ensure people are 
guaranteed a proper future in their homes.
“The residents of Hedges House have been 
left in an awful situation,” he said. “It’s similar 
to what has happened at Furlong Close. 
People have assumed they would be able to 
spend their entire lives here, only to have the 
rug pulled out beneath them. This goes beyond 
Hedges House, it’s happening all over. What 
I do hope is that there is soon some sort of 
proper look at policy and the relationships local 
authorities have with housing associations.”
He hopes that it will encourage local 
authorities to examine their relations with 
housing associations, and agreements and 
promises made from the initial arrangements.
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL BEGINS 
WILDFLOWER TRIALS ACROSS 
THE COUNTY

The warm and wet weather has given Wiltshire 
Council the perfect conditions to make 
changes to its grass cutting policy and begin 
its wildflower trials.
On rural stretches, the council has begun 
cutting visibility splays on junctions and bends.
The remaining verges will be left, untouched, 
until September to allow for wildflowers to grow.
A new “cut and collect” scheme is currently 
being piloted on the A350 to encourage 
wildflower growth.
A spokesman for the council said: “Collecting 
the grass means less nutrients go back into 
the soil, and this creates conditions that 
encourage the growth of wildflowers.”

IMAGINE BEING BORN IN 1900
When you are 14 years old World War I 
begins and ends when you are 18, with 22 
million dead.
Shortly after 
there is a world 
pandemic flu 
called ′′ Spanish“, 
killing 50 million 
people.
If one of the lucky 
ones, you get out 
alive and free and 
you are 20 years 
old.
Then at the age of 
29 you survive the 
global economic 
crisis that started 
with the collapse of the New York Stock 
Exchange causing inflation, unemployment 
and hunger.
Nazis come to power when you are 33.
You are 39 when world war 2 begins and it 
ends when you are 45. During the Holocaust 
(Shoah) 6 million Jews die. There will be a 
total of more than 60 million dead.
When you are 52 the Korean war begins.
When you are 64 the Vietnam war begins and 
ends when you are 75.

A baby born in 1985 believes his grandparents 
have no idea how hard life is even though they 
survived several wars and disasters.
A boy born in 1995 and 25 years old today 
believes it is the end of the world when his 
Amazon package takes more than three days 
to arrive or if he doesn’t exceed 15 likes for 
his posted photo on Facebook or Instagram...
In 2021, many of us live in comfort, have 
access to various sources of entertainment at 
home and often have more than needed.
But people complain about everything.
Yet they have electricity, phone, food, hot 
water and a roof over their heads.
There was a time when none of this existed.
But humanity survived much more serious 
circumstances and never lost the joy of life.
So maybe it’s time for us all to be less selfish, 
stop whining and together, do whatever is 
necessary to beat this current pandemic.
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Hello to all in Rowde. Let me start with a quick 
introduction. I’m Sally and I am the new allotment 
manager at the allotments here in the village. I’ve 
lived in Rowde for ten years and have a fiancé, 3 
sons and an African Grey parrot that you might have 
seen in my window when passing! I joined the Parish 
Council a few months ago and took on the role of 
looking after the allotments as I myself got bitten by 
the grow your own bug during lockdown of last year!
Let me start by saying that growing your own 
fruit, vegetables and flowers is hugely rewarding. 
However, it is also completely devastating and soul-
destroying when it all goes wrong! We took on our 
allotment in February of last year with absolutely 
no idea what we were doing…… luckily neither did 
the couple who took on the plot next to ours and we 
have since become great friends and shared our 
successes and commiserations regularly ever since! 

The allotments are looking absolutely beautiful at the 
moment. The sweet peas and sweet Williams are 
having a bumper year and the colours are breath-
taking. Sunflowers are just starting to make an 
appearance and I had no idea that dahlias come in 
so many colours and varieties! A new favourite flower 
of mine is the humble borage herb. I didn’t even 
know what borage was until I took on my allotment 
and now I absolutely love it! Not only do the bees go 
crazy for the vibrant blue star shaped flowers but the 
whole plant is edible and the flowers look amazing in 
a glass of Pimms which is a bonus in my book!

Unfortunately, the wet and cold start to the summer 
has delayed a lot of crops and I estimate we are 
about a month behind where we were this time last 
year. However, I’ve seen a lot of strawberries and 
raspberries being harvested on plots by some very 
delighted children! We have just picked our first 
courgettes; yellow, dark and light green. I planted far 
too many after losing my first plants so I think I will 
have to get creative with the hundreds of courgettes I 
will be harvesting in the coming weeks!
We have welcomed several young families to the 
allotments in the last few months and they are doing 
amazingly well with their new plots. It’s so lovely to see 
children digging and planting and enjoying exploring 
nature in a world where screens and virtual worlds are 
becoming so prevalent. Last week we disturbed a toad 
whilst clearing a plot and the daughter of one of the 
new plot holders took him, gave him a name (Joe) and 
found him a new home on her plot out of harm’s way.
Other wildlife that we see regularly at the allotments in 
addition to the usual pigeons and crows is rabbits, deer, 
frogs, slow worms, mice, hedgehogs and woodpeckers! 
We have a lot of weird and wonderful mini beasts 
helping pollinate and control the aphids. We have plans 
to erect some bug hotels under the oak tree in the next 
few weeks to offer shelter to our little friends that are so 
instrumental in the success of our crops. 
A few weeks ago, we had tree surgeons come to take 
some of the canopy off the oak tree in the allotments 
to make it safe. The tree is under a preservation order 
so this had to be done with a lot of careful planning and 
care. We are delighted with the results. This month we 
are looking at adding an extra water trough down at the 
far end of the allotments so the tenants at that end don’t 
have so far to walk with their heavy watering cans.

Next month we have a really exciting project to 
finalise that a few of us have been working hard on 
but more about that in the next magazine!
Lastly, there is a vacant half plot at the allotment 
ready immediately. Experience of growing your 
own is not essential but enthusiasm and spare time 
is. If you feel you have the time to dedicate to an 
allotment and the resilience to keep smiling when you 
discover a rabbit has eaten all of your award-winning 
lettuces then give me a call! You can reach me on 
07824832424 or sallygreenrpc@yahoo.com.
Sally Green

LIFE ON THE ALLOTMENTS

Dahlias

Work taking place on the oak tree

Courgettes with their huge plants in the background
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CORONAVIRUS - BLOOD 
DONORS URGENTLY NEEDED!
And yes, you can continue to donate if you are 
over 70, well and have given a full donation 
in the last two years. There is no longer a 
restriction because of government guidelines.
At the moment we particularly need:
Male donors - men can donate more often 
than women.
Black donors - Ro blood is needed and a 
common type for black donors.
O negative donors - hospitals need this blood type 
most regularly, as it can be given to all patients.
We also urgently need people who have had 
coronavirus, or symptoms, to donate plasma 
(a special plasma appointment.is required).

How to register to be a blood donor?
Check you are able to give blood. Register 
to be a donor online, or call 0300 123 
23 23. Sign in to your online account 
and find an appointment – a number of 
appointments can be booked in advance.
You can also download the NHS Give Blood 
App to book or manage your appointments.

LAURA MAYES
YOUR WILTSHIRE 

COUNCILLOR
FOR ROWDE

Please contact me if you have any Council issues including: 
Planning							    
Housing
Education 
Highways – potholes, road schemes, speeding
Fly tipping and waste
Adult Social Care 
I am here to offer advice and support so please get in touch:
Email: Laura.Mayes@wiltshire.gov.uk    Tel: 07855 819343
Facebook: Laura Mayes – for Bromham, Rowde and Roundway

 
 

Stert Country House Collectibles  
& Car Boot Sale 

 
Manor Farm, Stert, Devizes, SN10 3JD 

(off A 342) 
 

Saturday 11th September 2021 
 

Sellers – from 6:30 
 

Buyers - from 7:30 (£10) or 8:30 (£5) 
 

Pitches limited – so book early - £25  
(£40 if booked after 3rd September) 

 
Food and drink available 

Loos provided 
www.devizescruk.org 

 
supported by 
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FARM FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE 
 

We only source the best local products from our own farm 
and local producers, all bursting with flavour and 

reasonably priced 

Poulshot Lodge Farm, Poulshot, Devizes, SN10 1RQ 
Tel- 01380 827202                                                                                           

Open Tuesday – Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 9am-4pm 

For more information, to follow our blog or subscribe to our 
newsletter visit  

www.poulshotlodgefarm.co.uk 
find us on Facebook & Instagram as well 
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Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.org
(Amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

Please note that our Rowde Village website manager is Rebekah Jeffries and she can be 
contacted at rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com or 01380 720988.

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

18 The Britox
Devizes
Wiltshire  SN10 1AJ
Tel:  01380 729459

Funerals Arranged
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Full term, concession and drop-in rates available.
Beginners and experienced yogis are welcome.

Call or email for bookings and further details.

theo@wildyoga.co.uk 07818401110 www.wildyoga.co.uk
Rebalance mind, body and soul with a smile.

Martina’s Professional 
Cleaning Services

Is cleaning and ironing taking 
up your valuable time?

We guarantee the best price 
for the perfect job
Regular Cleaning
Spring Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Oven Cleaning

Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Ironing
Fully insured and absolute 

privacy assured
The same regular cleaner guaranteed

Call Martina on 07859818198
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Rowde Village News Pledge
The Rowde village News is 
independent of political parties, private 
interests and government. Our policy 
is to provide readers with a complete, 
fair, accurate and balanced news and 
information service.
Although we are a voluntary run, 
nonprofit making publication we still 
do our best to adhere to the Press 
Complaints Commission’s Code of 
Practice. While we try hard to avoid 
mistakes, some errors can occur during 
the part time and hectic process of 
producing one of Wiltshire’s largest 
and most regarded village magazines 
(apparently, from feedback received 
over recent years).
Our policy is to correct errors of fact 
as soon as possible and, where 
appropriate, apologise. If you find an 
error of concern, please contact the 
editor (contact details on page 3).
Thank you for your continued support 
and understanding.
Alan Watters, Editor

HAIR AT HOME
ROWDE

Hairdressing salon style in 
Rowde or mobile, you choose!

Contact Louise Allan on 07811 948374 
or Email louiseallan_1@hotmail.co.uk

Very experienceds ex salon stylist

Cutting, families, colouring, perming, 
children welcome

HAIR AT HOME
experience a little hair magic

…ageing creatively 

Is an award-winning local charity, seeking to reduce 
loneliness and isolation and in doing so improve health 

and well being for vulnerable elderly people through 
participation in the arts. We run weekly sessions in 

Pewsey, Marlborough and Devizes and are looking for 
friends and supporters to join us in fundraising, raise local 

awareness and help at our sessions. 

COULD YOU PLEDGE SOME TIME IN 2017 AND HELP BY? 

 Businesses: Adopting us as your ‘Charity or 
Choice’ or supporting us in other ways? 

 Individuals: Help spread the word in your 
community, join our ‘friends’ scheme, run a 
fundraiser for us, help promote our work? 

 Groups: We have plenty of ideas and resources 
to support groups involvement 

For more info about our activities or being involved 
 

liz.lavender@artstogether.co.uk  / 07780860922 
 

www.artstogether.co.uk Registered Charity 1109432 

COULD YOU PLEDGE SOME TIME AND HELP BY?
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Are you age 60+? 

(Exercises may be done seated or standing) 
Mondays 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
followed by coffee/tea and a chat 

at Rowde Village Hall 
Cost : £3.00 

For more information contact: 
Yvonne 01380 723086                         

yve@thegablesdevizes.co.uk

Come and join our friendly 
exercise class and help 

maintain/improve your mobilityDepressed?    Anxious?    Stuck?    Grieving?
              Stressed?       Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE
A safe, confidential and personal place to 

talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the 
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge
For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind
24a High Street
Melksham
SN12 6LA
Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk 
Phone 01225 706532
Reg Charity Number: 1113751      Reg Company Number: 5498430

Wiltshire Mind

Your Local Ment al Health Chari ty

Wiltshire Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners.*

If you have lived in your home for over 5 years and: 
• Are over 60; or
• Are in receipt of State Benefits; or
• Have children under 16 living with you.

You may be eligible for a home improvement 
loan to keep your home warm, safe, and suitable 

for your needs. 

Lendology CIC work in partnership with Wiltshire Council 
to deliver the council subsidised loan scheme.  Our 

knowledgeable team of advisers will guide you through the 
process of applying. 

To book a no-obligation assessment, or for more information, 
visit www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099.

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility
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Food Deliveries & Call & Collect 
available from our Farm Shop at 

Lower Farm
Fresh local Meat Products, Fresh Bread 
& Cakes Daily, Fresh Fruit & Veg Daily, 
Dairy, Cheese, Yogurts, Dried Goods, 

Sweets & Chocolate and lots more
Free Delivery to our local Rowde 

Residents – Just get in touch and let 
us know what you need

www.spottydogfarmshop.co.uk
Phone: 01380 720002

Email: hello@spottydogfarmshop.co.uk
Facebook Message our Page               

www.facebook.co.uk/spottydogfarmshop
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The George and Dragon
  Tel: 01380 723 053  -  Email: gm@thegeorgeanddragonrowde.co.uk

The G&D Autumn Events
Covid update...

We have been extremely careful with the Covid restrictions 
and will continue to be very mindful during the the next 

couple of months. Table bookings are continuing to be very 
busy and we now ask that drinkers call ahead to reserve 
a table (sorry but still no bar service). Thank you for your 

continued support, we really appreciate it.
Here’s to a lovely (& safe) Autumn

We look forward to seeing you soon
 Thank you again for all your support

Chippy, Amy, Shelly, Tom & The G&D Team

Bank Holiday Quiz Night & BBQ
Sunday 29th August from 5pm

Come and join us for a BBQ from 5pm followed by great 
fun quiz hosted by our Quiz Master Ben at 6.30pm…
£10pp for quiz, burger or hot dog & salads.
Teams of 4 people for quiz – Book ASAP

*Silver Surfer Monday Special returns!*
Are you over 50? Our very popular Silver Surfer 

50% discount off the total bill is back! Valid lunch & 
dinner Monday’s in August. Only 4 tables per each 

service Bookings only – Sorry NO walkins!
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VILLAGE DIARY
Parish Council Meetings

(All Wednesdays 7.30pm - venues to be confirmed)
No meeting in August,
8th September, 13th October,
10th November, 8th December

Other Events
28th/29th August - Music Festival - Page 46
29th August - Quiz Night and BBQ - Page 40
1st September - Arts Society Lecture - Page 23
11th September - Collectibles and boot sale - Page 34
5th October - Autumn Fair - Page 47
6th October - Arts Society Lecture - Page 23
3rd November - Arts Society Lecture - Page 23
Every Tuesday - St Matthews Cafe - page 18

Unit 2 Manor House Yard, Poulshot Road, POULSHOT, 
DEVIZES, WILTSHIRE SN10 1RY

TELEPHONE: 01380 828297
www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

email:  tranquilmoment@live.co.uk

Decleor facials, 
microdermabrasion, massage,  

sports massage and injury clinic, 
shrinking Violet fat loss body wraps,  

CND shellac and Brisa Lite 
sculpting gel nails, CND manicure 
and pedicure, Apilus electrolysis, 

CACI non surgical face lift,   
Decleor and CND stockist

Please call Jo at The Tranquil Moment Health and 
Beauty Clinic to make an appointment

Call us or follow us on Facebook for up 
to date offers and news

 
WHISTLEY CANINE COUNTRY CLUB 
                   AND CATTERY 

 
Our Modern Luxury Heated Cattery  

For Tiny Tigers is Now Open 
 

 Luxury Holiday Venue For Our 
Canine Friends 

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating 
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome 

Potterne Devizes 
 01380 738189/726330 

Please see our website for more details 
www.whistleykennels.co.uk 
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RIGHTS OF WAY
We have until 1 January 2026 to safeguard 
the footpaths and bridleways we love by 
lodging them with our local councils on the 
Definitive Map of Rights of Way.
Wiltshire Ramblers are there to help:
https://www.wiltsswindonramblers.org.uk/index.
php/about/news/496-2026-don-t-lose-your-way
You can see an up-to-date copy of Wiltshire 
Council’s Definitive Map of Public Rights 
of Way on their website, in the Recreation 
section. There is information about how to 
make an application to the council to add a 
“lost way” to the Definitive Map, and lots more 
about access to the countryside.
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/recreation-rights-of-way
Sarah Lambrith

NOTES ON NATURE
On 28 July, we celebrated World Nature Conservation 
Day and reflected on the amazing successes 
supporters of the RSPB have helped achieve.
From saving the lives of 22,000 seabirds in 
Namibia and bringing vultures back from the 
brink of extinction in Asia, to turning the tide 
for rare roseate terns in the UK, we’ve had a 
huge impact for nature across the globe – and 
it simply wouldn’t have been possible without 
you. Thank you so much.
When it comes to protecting nature closer to 
home, you’d be forgiven for thinking that you 
need acres of space and lots of time on your 
hands to really make a difference. But that 
couldn’t be further from the truth.
Why not have a look at the top tips on the 
RSPB website (www.rspb.org.uk) and find out 
just how easy it could be to make your outdoor 
space a better place? Even simple things like 
putting out a bird bath can be a lifesaver for 
garden wildlife on hot, dry days like we’ve had 
across the UK recently. And watching a family of 
starlings enthusiastically splashing about is great 
entertainment too!

A few handy hints:
Grow nature-friendly climbers on fences and 
walls. As well as looking good, they will also 
provide food and shelter for wildlife.
A shed can be a great place for a nest box on or 
to grow climbers up.
Think about planting wildlife-friendly flowers 
among your vegetables. The insects you attract 
may well eat the bugs that plague your veg!
Could you reserve a strip of your lawn for 
wildflowers? This can make for a very pretty 
summer display and help wildlife too.
Jamie Wyver

CARER CAFES BACK IN VENUES
Hi there,
I’d really appreciate if you’re able to give any 
coverage to our carer cafes, which are back 
in venues after being closed for the last 15 
months. They are spaces for unpaid carers to 
meet regularly and enjoy a hot drink and slice 
of cake on us.
Please let me know if you require any further 
information. Many thanks,
Kath Brice
(see page 31)
80 YEARS AS A CHORISTER!
At St Matthew’s on Sunday 11th July we 
celebrated Gordon Underwood’s 80 years’ 
service as a chorister. I don’t know whether 
this is a record, but it certainly is a fantastic 
achievement! Gordon chose the hymns for 
the service and we celebrated with socially 
distanced tea and cake. (see page 24)
Nicola Brown
FAKE DOOR TO DOOR SELLERS
Devizes Community Police Team intercepted 
a Nottingham Knocker recently in the Potterne 
area, following a call from a concerned resident. 
Nottingham Knockers go door to door, selling 
household items at a usually inflated price. 
They show fake ID and will tell you that they 
are trying to get their life back together. Whilst 
this may be true, the practice of selling on the 
doorstep is illegal (Peddling without a license). 
Often, the person will make note of vulnerable 
addresses, such as elderly residents, and pass 
these addresses on to unlicensed traders, with 
the resident possibly becoming a target which 
could result in them parting with a lot of money 
for usually sub-standard work.
There is a good chance they will continue to 
be in the area this week and, if you receive 
a visit from them, we advise you to politely 
decline to buy anything from them, close 

LETTERS
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FOR SALE
Very Large Oblong Gold Bevel Edged 
Mirror (1m 32 x 1m 10) £48
Small Gold Mirror (37cm x 55cm) £10
Contact Chris Benmasaud              
01380 726394 or 07776 102624
FOR SALE
8x100 gm. balls of Deramores  Studio 
acrylic double knit yarn, shade 
Butterscotch, all the same dye lot 
and in original packaging (shop price 
£2.10 a ball)   £10   01380 721422
Drum Kit for sale. 5-piece drum kit 
drum by Gear4music, blue. Suitable for 
beginners and experienced drummers. 
Comes with a stool, 5B drumsticks, 
drumheads, and a drum key. Cymbals 
included are 14” hi-hats, one 16” crash, 
and an 18” crash/ride. Excellent condition, 
some minor marking on cymbals. Price 
£160, offers considered. For more 
information, please contact Patricia on 
07884962079.

How to advertise here for FREE:
If you live locally and have an item to sell then just 
contact Julie on juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk or 
telephone 07796690413, giving a brief description 
of the item, the amount you would like for it, and a 
contact telephone number (name optional). ‘Wanted’ 
ads also accepted. Note - private advertisers only
Please also let us know whether your item 
sells or not so that we can either remove it or 
keep it in for subsequent months

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS

PLEASE REMEMBER
to mention where you 
saw the advert when 
you contact any of 

our advertisers!

FOR SALE
Kampa Rally 200 awning brand new (cost 
£240) put up once to try, comes with 
additional rear poles (at a cost of £20)
£200  Bill Haley  07976879984  

LETTERS
the door and call us on 101, giving a brief 
description and direction of travel. They won’t 
have a vehicle with them as they are dropped 
off and collected later by a leader.
There is more information on Nottingham 
Knockers on the internet.
The male intercepted recently was told to 
leave the area and will be reported for the 
above offence.
Please make any elderly or vulnerable friends, 
neighbours or relatives aware of this advice.
Kath Symes
PLEASE TAKE THIS TO HEART!
A recent letter from a doctor with lifelong 
experience in the care of the disabled 
eloquently captured the tragedy that can 
happen when vulnerable residents are forcibly 
moved out of their long term homes.  She 
thus describes a similar mass break up of a 
community of learning disabled adults which 
she witnessed as a young doctor and says:
“... some fared well in small group houses in 
urban settings.  But I am haunted by those - 
most notably the more disabled individuals - that 
did not.  I saw patients who had been weaned 
off all medication being put back on major 
tranquillisers because they had started to self-
harm.  I saw some who had had the freedom 
to walk around the campus at will and go into 
the shop, into music sessions and other joint 
activities become withdrawn and depressed in 
their new restricted circumstances.  I saw others 
go off their feet because the regular physio and 
movement sessions that had been provided 
... were no longer available to them in the 
community, and there were insufficient staff to 
spend time walking with them.”
This is precisely what we are fighting to save 
our vulnerable residents from suffering.  
Further, as the doctor concludes based on 
her own long experience in the care of the 
disabled:
“Care in a small community setting is the 
preferred choice for many people with learning 
disabilities, but it is not right for all.”
And:
The closure of places like Furlong Close under 
the rubric that it is “an outdated model of care”, 
“... is a striking example of what happens when 
well-meaning and rather paternalistic policies 
are put before the needs of individuals.”
Please, Wiltshire Council, take this to heart 
and act to maintain Furlong Close for its 
current residents and for other adults with 
learning disabilities in Wiltshire who will NEED 
such care in the future.
A supporter of the ‘Save Furlong Close’ campaign
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Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser			         	        Page
FOOD:
Local Honey 	   	     		      	        7
Spotty Dog Farm Shop 	   	     	     39
Farm Fresh Local Produce	  		      35
FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:
Charles S Winchcombe & Son Ltd    	     	        7
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons)	                 19
John Stuart Funeral Services		                 36
D J Bewley Funeral Directors   	                   5
MTM Memorials 		    	                   2
TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
The PC Doctor (Ian Diddams)		        2
Dolman Audio Visual (TV & Hi Fi repairs)          21
Spanish Tuition		   		         7
Original Pet & People Portraits by local artist           2
The Arts Society North Wiltshire		      23
Lendology.cic / Wiltshire Council		      38
HOUSE MAINTENANCE:
House Cleaning (Martina)			       36
Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb)	       4
Plasterer (T O’Rourke)			       21
Adams Renovations			                  39
Hestia Soft Furnishings			       39
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers)	       5
KFR (used furniture and white goods)	       4
Cee Cee Painting & Decorating		        4
Gray & Amor Ltd, Property Renovation	     11
APT Building and Electrical Contractors	     17
GARDEN SERVICES:
Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale			       37
Tree Surgery – Tom Ashpole		                  23
PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:
The Rowdey Cow	                                           41
George & Dragon 				         40   
HEALTH AND FITNESS:
Clinical Sports & Remedial Massage	                21
Active Plus for over 60s			       38
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty	     41
Wiltshire Mind				       	     38
Theo Wildcroft Yoga Classes		     	     36
The Sycamore Centre			      	     41
Pilates Classes				        20
North Wessex Therapies			       10
PETS & LIVESTOCK:
Whistley Canine Country Club	   	     41
Dog walking / Pet care services		      21
Free Cat Neutering		     		      39
MISCELLANEOUS:
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust			         5
Nursery – Townsend Barn			       10
Canal Boat Rental – Foxhangers		      20
Rowde Village Website			       36
Car Sales, MOTs & Servicing		     	     38
4Children				      	     21
Arts Together - Ageing Creatively          	     37
Hair at Home Rowde			       	     37
Logs and Kindling	         	    	                  4
And please remember to mention where you saw the 
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed

Mini Sudoku (easy this month)
Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes 
so that each of the six separate areas of 
the puzzle and each line vertically and 
horizontally contains each number only once.

Sudoku (difficult this month)

Last Month’s Mini 
Sudoku Solution

Last Month’s Solution

3 4
5 4

4 2
4 6

1 6
6 5 2

1 5 4
5 4 9

3 2 6 8
3 7

9 1 8
9 5

7 6 5 9
1 3 5

9 7 2

5 2 4 6 3 1
1 6 3 5 2 4
2 3 5 1 4 6
6 4 1 3 5 2
3 1 2 4 6 5
4 5 6 2 1 3

2 8 1 7 5 9 6 3 4
7 6 9 4 8 3 2 1 5
3 4 5 6 2 1 9 8 7
5 3 4 1 7 6 8 2 9
9 2 7 3 4 8 5 6 1
8 1 6 2 9 5 7 4 3
4 9 2 8 3 7 1 5 6
1 7 3 5 6 2 4 9 8
6 5 8 9 1 4 3 7 2
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Allotments
Chris Stevens, Tel: 01380 738438
Bell Ringing
Contact Richard Heath 
on 01380722379
Bingo
Mondays 8 pm in Village Hall
Charities
Rowdeford Charity Trust
trustees@rowdefordcharity.org.uk
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Children’s Art & Craft Classes
Hayley Mitchell  01225458679
hayleymitchell@thecreationstation.co.uk

Church Coordinator
Benefice Administrator:
Sarah Bowler 07876142112

Church Choir
vacant
Church Wardens
vacant
Doctor
For list of doctors contact the 
Health Commission, Pans Lane, 
Devizes, Tel: 0300 111 5717
Football
John Dalley, Tel: 727094
Footpaths
Pat Bryant  01380 698567
Garage
Slades of Devizes Tel: 727755
Hospitals
Devizes Community Hospital
Tel: 723511
Chippenham Community Hospital
Tel: 01249 447100
Trowbridge Community Hospital
Tel: 01225 711300

Ladies Club
Held in Village Hall on last Tuesday 
in the month at 8 pm.
Mrs Di Buckland, Tel: 723049
Local Councils
Wiltshire Council
Tel: 0300 4560100
Devizes Town Council 722160
Neighbourhood Police Team
Jo Newbury Rural Beat Manager
PCSO Georgina Dodd
Ring 101
Google devizes npt to contact the 
team on
www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk>devizes
Parish Council
Chair - Pat Bryant
Tel:  01380 698567
Clerk - Mrs Rebekah Jeffries
Tel: 01380 501919
PC Repairs - 07833696328 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
Playing Fields
For playing field bookings 
please contact the Parish 
Council Clerk on 01380 501919 
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Police
Devizes Police  Tel: 101
Pubs/Restaurants
Cross Keys, Tel: 078366506000
George & Dragon, Tel: 723053
Rowdey Cow Cafe, Tel: 829666
Rifle Club
Practice Wednesdays, Matches 
Thursdays in Village Hall.
Laurence Plumb, Tel: 728174
Roads/Pavements
‘My Wiltshire App or 03004560100
Rowde Court Studios
Ann Swan, Tel: 01380 724788 
Rowde Rainbows
Meet: Tuesdays 6.15 to 7.15pm
Contact: Emma Moffat 07780756411 
Email: RowdeRainbows@gmail.com

Rowde Village News
Alan Watters, Tel: 01380 724788 or 
07886870053 watters.alan@gmail.com
Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries - Tel: 07926952631
Bookings - 722497 (after 6 pm)
Rowde C of E Primary 
Academy
High Street, Rowde SN10 2ND
Head teacher 723991
Silverwood School
Head Teacher
Tel: 850309
Hft Furlong Close (ex Self 
Unlimited)
Tel: 721309
St Matthew’s Flower Guild
Liz Ibbetson, Tel: 720630
Flowers for all occasions, 
Weddings, Funerals & 
Anniversaries
TAXI 
R H Reeves 725072
J Dalley 07592 063789
Toddler Group
Village Hall Thursdays 9.30-11.30 
Tuesday Afternoon Club (60s+)
Held in Village Hall first Tuesday in 
the month at 2.30 pm.
Mrs D Ellis, Tel: 722655
Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt - Tel: 723687
McQueens - Tel: 728505
The Paddock - Tel: 813202
Village Fete - Lisa Wills
Enquiries - Tel: 01380 730078
Website
www.rowdevillage.org
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
or contact Rebekah 01380 720988
Youth Club
Iain Marr 07540017184

Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide
Listed below in alphabetical order are the various village organisations with contact names and telephone numbers
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