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Editor
Alan Watters
Tel: 01380 724788
Email: see page 3
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Advertising
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Distribution
Sharon Young
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Plus of course, around 25 additional volunteers who deliver your magazine to your door!

Christmas
Open Studio

Shopping Day
Ann Swan

and
Alan Watters

Sunday 8th December
Rowde Court Studios

Marsh Lane
Rowde

SN10 2NW
Sunday 8th December

10am to 5pm
Mulled Wine and Nibbles

Prints, Cards, Gifts & More

All Welcome
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Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting 
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the 
team is already stretched, we very much regret 
we are unable to accept requests of this nature 
except in very special circumstances, when there 
will be a small charge.
Views expressed in this magazine are those of its 
contributors. They do not necessarily represent 
the views of the magazine’s editorial team.

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to 
advertisements is the 15th of every second month.

This magazine is brought to you thanks to Jam 
Print Design & Printing and all the advertisers

Cover Photograph
The photo on the front cover this month shows 
Wayne Cherry during his ‘Stand of Remembrance’ 
on The Hill in Rowde to honour the fallen from the 
First World War. It was dreadful weather on the 
day I took the photograph but it didn’t deter Wayne 
from his daytime ‘vigil’. Utmost respect to him!!  Ed
(see also page 31)

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and 
white in hard copy and delivered free to every 
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on 
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does 
not wish any particular details (photographs, 
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the 
World Wide Web then they are advised not 
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Editorial
Welcome to the December/January edition of the 
Rowde Village News and I hope you enjoy reading it.
This issue we have the usual excellent reports 
from our schools, clubs and societies and also 
some very good articles.
There’s a great fun column on page 12 with 
quotes from the brilliant Robin Williams and I 
once again found myself laughing out loud as I 
was typing it!
It was great to hear about the amazing fund raising 
efforts of our own ‘local hero’ Wayne Cherry and 
his all-weather daytime ‘vigil’ on The Hill. He is 
featured on the front cover and you can also read 
all about it on page 31.
On a much sadder note, the end of October also 
saw the end of our community shop. Do read Jan 
Barber’s final report from the shop on page 18.
Suzan Jackett has written an excellent ‘Eating 
Out’ review on page 7 which has already tempted 
me to try this gem of a restaurant which has been 
created in an old fire station.
There was a long-awaited reunion of Rowde 
football club’s ex-players held in the Cross Keys 
recently and by all accounts, a great time was had 
by all who attended. This amazing gathering of 
around 70 players is featured on pages 28 and 29.
I would like to take this opportunity to invite you 
all along to Rowde Court Studios in Marsh Lane 
for our Christmas Shopping day on Sunday 8th 
December and to join Ann and I in a festive drink, 
or two (see page 2).
It only remains for me, on behalf of the magazine 
team, to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a 
happy and prosperous NewYear (Brexit permitting!).
Cheers,
Ed
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ROWDE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON CLUB

We met in the Village Hall on October 1st 
and after our tea and cakes had a few games 
of Card Bingo. We met again on November 
5th and over our ‘cuppa’  arrangements and 
choices were made for our Christmas Dinner on 
December 3rd at the Cross Keys.  
Weather permitting we will be meeting on January 
7th and February 4th, both in the Village Hall at 
2.30pm and would welcome new members.
Daphne Ellis, Secretary/Treasurer 722655

HIWAY CLUB
(for the hearing impaired)

On September 25th. we met at in the Village 
Hall and all enjoyed a Social evening where 
members each told about their lives and their 
interests. It was also the birthdays of Nicky and 
Di so we all enjoyed a slice of birthday cake!
There was no meeting in October and members 
will be having their Christmas evening on Nov. 
27th. in the Village Hall. There will be no more 
meetings until March.
Di Buckland (Secretary) 723049

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
Another very successful Ploughman’s Lunch 
was held on October 19th where over 60 meals 
were served to our regular ‘customers’ and 
several new clients which we were pleased to 
welcome. Over £320 was made at this event for 
Village Hall Funds.
Lucky Door Ticket winner: Colin Morris.
When weather allows, work will start on the 
roof of the storage room which will be felted, 
insulated and any necessary repairs made.
The Christmas Bazaar was held on November 
30th. Report next Rowde Village News.
The Annual General Meeting will be held on 
March 3rd 2020 at 7.30pm.
Barrie Barrett, Chairman

ROWDE LADIES CLUB
The members of Rowde Ladies Club met on 
September 24th and had a Recipe Exchange 
evening, where we brought along our favourite 
recipes and passed them on to others.  Winner 
of the raffle was Mrs D Ellis.
At the next meeting held on October 29th we 
were pleased to welcome a member’s husband, 
John Swift, who told us about his childhood in 
Somerset which we all found interesting.
The raffle winner was Mrs. J. Arnold.
The members will this year be having a 
Christmas meal at The Crown on November 
26th. There will be no meeting in December 
and we meet again on January 28th in the 
Village Hall at 7.45pm.
Di. Buckland , Secretary 01380723049

MONDAY CLUB NEWS
Bromham and Rowde Day Centre for Older People

We have been delighted to welcome a number 
of new members to Monday Club recently.  If 
you have wondered what we do and whether 
it might be for you or one of your friends or 
relatives, do call in one Monday morning after 
10.  You might be surprised!  Our members are 
from all walks of life, with an even mix of men 
and women and an age range of four decades.  
Some members enjoy poring over photos and 
newspaper articles of Bromham and Rowde in 
the past.  Some enjoy a game or two of whist, 
whilst others complete sudoku, crosswords or 
jigsaw puzzles.  If you would like to join us we 
have one or two spaces at the moment.
For more information please contact :
Caroline Culley, 
07557 983940  /  01380 850531  
carolineculley1@outlook.com
The Monday Club is a community day centre and 
lunch club for older residents of Bromham and 
Rowde.  It is grant aided through Wiltshire Council.

LAURENCE  PLUMB
Interior & exterior Painting/

Decorating
Free Estimates

Tel: 01380 728174

Greyhound 
Rescue    
West of
England

Greyhound Rescue West of England is an 
independent greyhound rescue charity, 
dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation 
and rehoming of abused and abandoned 
greyhounds and greyhound crosses.  If 
you would like to rehome a greyhound or 
greyhound cross or volunteer for GRWE, 
please contact us for more information.

Email: enquiries@grwe.com
Visit: www.grwe.com

Call 07000 785 092
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ROWDE BOOK CLUB
The next meeting is scheduled for 22nd January (to be confirmed).  Contact Ann on 01380 
724788 for further info.

BOOK REVIEWS
‘The Strawberry Thief’ 

by Joanne Harris
The Strawberry Thief is the latest in the series of four 
novels about Vianne Rocher, who in the first novel moved 
into a small French village with her then young daughter, 
Anouk, to set up a chocolate shop.  In this book, set around 
16 years later than the first, Vianne has returned to live 
in the French village of Lansquenet-sous-Tannes after 
having lived in Paris for a number of years.  The first novel, 
Chocolat, focussed on the conflict between the church and 
the individual. The Strawberry Thief focuses on the conflicts 
within families and sensitively considers the bond between 
mother and child and the difficulties in letting go. Vianne has 
returned to the village with her mute 16-year-old daughter, 
Rosette. Rosette is left a piece of land by Narcisse, an 
unhappy man tormented by a tragic family history. We 
learn  Narcisse’s story, which is inter-twined with that of his 
contemporary, the local priest, who,in turn is tormented by 
his own past. The novel is full of mystery and mysticism, 
and while the story-line is quite complex, with references to 
characters and events from the earlier novels in the series, those who had not read the 
earlier books felt that they could none-the-less enjoy this story. 
Four members of the book club subsequently went to hear Joanne Harris speak at the Marlborough 
Literature Festival.  It was very interesting to hear about her motivations in writing this series of 
books, and to learn that this may not be the last we read about Vianne Rocher and her life!
Suzanne Jacobs

‘Wake’ 
by Anna Hope

A hastily reconvened meeting due to Mo’s illness saw just 
3 of us (Anne F, Suzanne and me ) gather at my home to 
discuss ‘Wake’ by Anna Hope.
As backed up by some of your email comments, the 
consensus is that this was a thoroughly enjoyable read 
with convincing but diverse central characters giving 
insight into the impact of WWI on real people’s lives, 
particularly those of women. The unexpected link between 
the characters added to the interest of the narrative and 
the selection of the Unknown Warrior was informative. 
The impact of the lack of understanding of PTSD at that 
time was exhibited and we were saddened by the way that 
legacy would endure for generations.
At the time of the meting, no venue had been decided for the 
next meeting on November 27th. It is a free read month.
Best wishes to you all,
Karen
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ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk

Contact: Portia Broomfield 07514047878

Thursdays from 6.45pm to 7.20pm during term time
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What a breath of fresh air! The  Old Fire Station 
- located just behind  the Athenaeum Theatre in 
Warminster - is truly a little gem!  Based within 
the ground floor of an Old Fire Station, it is 
ideally positioned for ‘pre theatre supper’ - but 
it’s generally great  for going out with family 
and  friends if you are looking for a place with a 
difference and  a cool, relaxed  atmosphere. The 
Old Fire Station is mainly a Pizza Restaurant, 
but you can also order meat dishes - many with 
Spanish influences -  for instance selections of 
different  ‘sharing boards’  like Spanish Meat 
Platter or a Sausage Board or even tapas 
dishes, and if you pre-order you can even have 
Spatchcock Chicken or Tomahawk Steak. There 
is a lot of fire service history and paraphernalia 
in the building, including old ladders, helmets 
and firemen’s hoses!  The place has  a very 
‘trendy’ feel about it, the chairs are functional and 
modern rather than soft and comfy, but the firm 
seats are soon forgotten over the tasty, freshly 
prepared pizzas (lovely vegetarian options 
available), cooked in a brilliant wood fired oven. 
There is a nice selection of local beers and 
quality wines available as well as a very large 
collection of whisky! (That might be because 
the proprietor is Scottish!) All the staff are very 
friendly and really keen to please. The decor is 
simple to quirky but very effective and the colors 
were chosen wisely to fit an ‘Old Fire Station’. 
The original big doors that once upon a time  
allowed fire engines to exit and enter the building 
are an integral part of the restaurant  and 
complete  the ‘fire station’ experience perfectly.
Right now, it already feels Christmassy with 
pretty little lights draped over the interior and I 
can imagine that absolutely great  Christmas 
parties can be had in this unique place. 
Background music varies throughout the night 
and certainly puts you in a happy, chilled mood.
This place is so unique, you would usually 
only find something like this in bigger cities 
- I will definitely return with my family and 
friends - next time to sample the meat dishes. 
Be aware, pizzas do not come cheap here, 
but the quality of food and overall experience 
is worth it! Price range: £12 - £40 (specially 
prepared dishes).
Opening hours are 6pm to 10pm Wednesday 
to Saturday and 11am to 3pm on a Sunday.
These are the standard opening hours, however, 
for private functions and parties guests are 
encouraged to call for special arrangements.  
If you are attending a show at the Athenaeum 
and require an earlier booking you can contact 
the restaurant beforehand and they will try to 
accommodate you earlier if at all possible.
Suzan Jackett

EATING OUT - THE OLD FIRE STATION, WARMINSTER
The Close, Warminster BA12 9AL

Tel: 01985 213170   www.theoldfirestationcafe.co.uk

REVIEWS NEEDED!
If you have eaten out lately and could write 
us a review please send it to Suzan at 
suzijj@rocketmail.com, thanks, Ed 



Page 8 December 2019 / January 2020   Rowde Village News   

October saw a busy half term and then a great 
Halloween party.  The building work is progressing 
well for the shop and is very exciting.  This should 
be finishing in March ready for the Spotty Dog 
Farm Shop to move in.  The covered area for the 
toys in the garden is coming along well and will 
hopefully be finished in December!
We have quite a lot of Christmas parties booked 
in where they can enjoy private use of the café, 
a 3 course meal and dancing – we do have 
availability for more if you have not organised 
your Christmas party yet!  Our first one being on 
the last day of November.  We are also taking 
bookings for our delicious Christmas lunches 
which start next week as well!  We will be closed 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Boxing 
Day and New Year’s Day but otherwise open 
as normal throughout the festive period.  We 
are currently planning a 2020 children’s party 
in the Christmas Holidays and will have more 
information on this soon.

We have various daily offers throughout the 
Winter:  Mondays are “Fun Day Monday” where 
we have special deals on for toddlers and their 
accompanying adult.  Tuesdays are Senior 
Citizen Day where we have a set 2 or 3 course 
meal plus other deals such as 10% discounts.  
Wednesday is White Wine Wednesday where 

Baileys Hot Chocolate and lattes are back 

ROWDEY COW NEWS

you get a free glass of wine with any of the main 
meals off the Specials Board.  Thursday is “Treat 
yourself Thursday” where all desserts are half 
price including the legendary new ice cream 
cakes!  Followed by Thank Fish it’s Friday with 
delicious Fish dishes on our Specials board.  
Every Saturday we have a small animal feeding 
and talk at 10.30am and of course Sundays we 
offer our scrumptious Sunday Roasts.
Sue

Hunters chicken- one of the new dishes on our 
brand-new winter menu

If you are wondering where Reggie has been he 
has become broody and is sitting on some eggs! 
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     SAVE THE DATE!! 
V.E DAY  

 

CELEBRATION  
IN ROWDE! 

On Friday 8th May 2020 

 
 

        We will be hosting a village football match: the 
past vs present 

        A tea dance in the afternoon and other activities 
with food, music & entertainment. 

 
  
Team meetings: 
Wednesday 15th January 2020 
Wednesday 5th February 2020 
Tuesday 10th March 2020 
Tuesday 21st April 2020 
All at 7.00pm, in Rowde Village Hall 

 
Everyone is invited to attend 
Rowde Parish Council  
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National SEND (Special 
Education Needs & 
Disability) Award 
Everyone is delighted that 
School has recently won a 
National Award for the ‘Most 
Innovative SEND Intervention’. 
This is a fantastic accolade for the school and 
the culmination of many years work. It is fantastic 
the school has been recognised in this way 
and of the positive impact this work is having 
on young people at Rowdeford School, as well 
as those from other schools in Wiltshire, that 
we reach through our PLUS programme. The 
judges commented that, “It is an amazing use of 
an outdoor learning environment to meet needs. 
A creative programme making the full use of the 
grounds and evidencing the impact.” 
Sponsored Wheel & Walk
This year’s even was again a great success with 
all students taking part either at Southwick Park or 
along the Kennet & Avon Canal and the weather 
remained mostly dry.   
Harvest Festival
We had a lovely service at school with lots of 
donations from staff and students, these were 
then sent to Devizes Food Bank for distribution.
Remembrance Day
We held a remembrance service in school; some 
students dressed in their Club uniforms; some 
great art work was made for this special service.

Children in Need
Students and staff dressed up for ‘Children in 
Need’ raising money for this worthwhile cause.
Please follow our Rowdeford School Facebook 
and Twitter accounts (@RowdefordSchool) to keep 
up to date with regular notices and information.

NEWS FROM ROWDEFORD SCHOOL
Co-operation Responsibility Happiness Resilience Respect Caring
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I would like to take this opportunity to update 
everyone in the community about recent 
changes happening at Rowde Primary School. 
As many will know, there has been a school 
here since 1841, serving not only Rowde but 
surrounding villages too. 
At present, the school finds itself in some 
difficulty. An Inspection at the start of 2019 
placed it in Special Measures, and a follow-up 
visit in September showed that the school was 
not yet doing enough to address its challenges. 
This led to Acorn Education Trust taking over the 
school on November 1st and the introduction 
of a school improvement team of experienced 
professionals, each given a specific responsibility 
in turning round the fortunes of the school, and 
making it one that the community can be proud 
of once more.
My role is the day-to-day leadership of this 
process, and I as I write, I am half-way in to my 
second week here. Much of this time has been 
spent meeting pupils and parents, and identifying 
the work needed to bring the school back to 
its best. There is a great deal to do, including 
improving outcomes for pupils, the quality 
of teaching and assessment, behaviour and 

NEWS FROM ROWDE PRIMARY ACADEMY
Our bright start leads to their bright future

rewards, internal systems, communication with 
parents, provision for special educational needs 
and also the progress of our more able students. 
Crucially, we are working hard to make sure that 
the steps taken make a rapid difference, and 
that improvements are secure and long-lasting. 
Between now and the end of the academic 
year in July, we will ensure that we are a vastly-
improved school. 
I will be hosting an evening to meet parents and 
interested members of the community just before 
the Christmas break, where I will announce the 
first phase of changes. It would be wonderful to 
see you there, and details of times and dates will 
be published very soon. For now, if you would 
like to meet me or be part of the transformation, 
or even just share your views on the work ahead, 
please get in touch. I would be delighted to hear 
from you. 
Jon Edy-Berry
Acorn School Improvement Team
JEB@rowde.wilts.sch.uk
You can now follow us on twitter at Rowde C 
of E Primary @RowdeSchool or on Facebook

A little bit more Silliness
by Madisyn Taylor

Giving yourself permission to be silly will nourish 
your creativity, and is a good exercise in letting go
Children appreciate all that is silly as a matter of 
course. Their grasp of humour is instinctual, and 
even the smallest absurdities provoke joyous 
gales of earnest laughter. As we age, this innate 
ability to see the value of silliness can diminish. 
Work takes precedence over play, and we 
have less incentive to exercise our imaginative 
minds by focusing on what is humorous. When 
we remember childhood, we may recall the 
pleasures of donning funny costumes, reciting 
nonsense poems, making up strange games, 
or playing pretend. This unabashed silliness 
nourished our vitality and creativity. We can 
take in this nourishment once again by giving 
ourselves permission to lighten up and be silly. 
Too often we reject the wonderful silliness that 
is an inherent, inborn aspect of the self because 
we believe that it serves no purpose or is at 
odds with the grown-up culture of maturity. We 
play yet we do not lose ourselves in play, and 
our imaginations are never truly given free rein 
because we regard the products of irrational 
creativity as being valueless. Yet silliness itself 
does indeed constitute a vital part of human 
existence on a myriad of levels. Our first taste 
of ethereal bliss is often a consequence of 
our willingness to dabble in what we deem 
outrageous, nonsensical, or absurd. We delight 

in ridiculousness not only because laughter is 
intrinsically pleasurable, but also because it 
serves as a reminder that existence itself is fun. 
Skipping, doodling, and singing funny songs 
are no less entertaining than they were when 
we were children. We need not lose all interest 
in these cheerful and amusing activities, but to 
make them a part of our lives we must be ready 
to sacrifice a little dignity and a lot of fear. 
It is precisely because so much of life is 
inescapably serious that silliness should be 
regarded as a priority. Through the magic of 
imagination, you can be or become anything--a 
photographer, a professional athlete, a dancer, 
a pilot. Whether you take hundreds of silly 
pictures, revel in the adulation of your fans as 
you make the winning catch, boogie down rock-
star style in front of your bedroom mirror, or turn 
your desk into a cockpit, the ensuing hilarity will 
help you see that lighthearted fun and adulthood 
are not at all incompatible. 
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Some are born great. Some 
achieve greatness. Some 
get it as a graduation gift.
If women ran the world we 
wouldn’t have wars, just 
intense negotiations every 28 days.
You’re only given one little spark of madness. 
You mustn’t lose it.
I think the saddest people always try their 
hardest to make people happy because 
they know what it’s like to feel absolutely 
worthless and they don’t want anyone else 
to feel like that.
For a while you get mad, then you get over it.
I used to think the worst thing in life was to 
end up all alone. It’s not. The worst thing in 
life is to end up with people that make you 
feel all alone.
Good people end up in Hell because they 
can’t forgive themselves.
Ah, yes, divorce . . . from the Latin word 
meaning to rip out a man’s genitals through 
his wallet.
No matter what anybody tells you, words and 
ideas can change the world.
What’s right is what’s left if you do everything 
else wrong.
I do believe in love; it’s wonderful – especially 
love third time around, it’s even more 
precious; it’s kind of amazing.
If it’s the Psychic Network why do they need a 
phone number?
I believe in destiny. There must be a reason 
that I am as I am. There must be.
Why do they call it rush hour if no one moves?
Please, don’t worry so much… Because in the 
end none of us have very long on this earth.
I’m sorry, if you were right, I’d agree with you.
All it takes is a beautiful fake smile to hide an 
injured soul.
If Heaven exists, to know that there’s 
laughter, that would be a great thing.

Make your life spectacular. I know I did.

Do you have a funny story to tell? Send it in!

FUN COLUMN
Welcome to this month’s fun 
column, featuring classic 
quotes by Robin Williams.

PHOTO FUN

Do you have any interesting or amusing photos 
of people, pets or anything else? Send them in! 

This issue we have some amusing baby photos. 
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Cloud Nine Therapies 
Based in Bromham with a lovey 
treatment room on New Road

Offers you a way to relax the mind and body 

Reiki (pronounced ray - key) is a non-
invasive therapy carried out whilst you lay 

fully clothes on a couch 

Ear Candles are a great way to help 
relieve ear issues along with sinus 

problems and is a lovely relaxing therapy

Hand Reflexology a lovely relaxing 
therapy covering hands up to elbows 

(does exactly the same as feet, just done 
on your hands)

Other treatments available 
Contact Trudi on 07810 – 374053

Trudis36@gmail.com 

www.cloudninetherapies.co.uk

find me on Facebook, twitter or Instagram

(Trudi Speirs and Cloud Nine Therapies)

J F Chimney Sweep
Devizes
Member of                       

‘Institute of Chimney Sweeps’
Clean, Reliable and Professional service
Insurance certificate supplied with each sweep

Standard Sweep £40
Enquiries call James on 07849 423883
Email: jfchimneysweep@outlook.com

Website: jfchimneysweep.co.uk

DISCLAIMER
Please note that the information given and 
views expressed in this magazine are generally 
as supplied by the contributors. Our personal 
comments may sometimes be expressed in the 
editorial on page 3 and if our views are given 
elsewhere, they will be credited as so. In addition, 
much of the local news items is sourced directly 
from other publications and the internet. We 
therefore apologise for any inaccuracies published 
but regrettably we have no control over this 
possibility happening. We will however publish any 
corrections notified to us as soon as possible.
Alan Watters, Editor

Duvet Cleaning Service
Duvet too big for your washing machine?

Let us do it for you!
We can also launder sleeping bags, throws, blankets, 

football/rugby strips (discount for whole teams)
Gifts

We have a large range of Handcrafted Gifts
from Jewellery to Bird and Bug Houses, 

handmade cards to personalised gift boxes
Produce

We make a wide range of Jams, Chutneys and Marmalades
Orders taken for Celebration Cakes or Sugar Craft Flowers
We also sell delicious Shortbread, Handmade Chocolates 

and many other seasonal treats.
Rowde Orchard Apple Juice

We produce our own Apple Juice from the orchards here 
at Furlong Close.   Food miles - ZERO!  Give it a try!

Marsh Hall / Catering
A beautiful wheelchair accessible space to hire, with or 

without catering, for Meetings, Parties, Training Courses, etc
For all the above please call in and see us  

or contact us on 01380 725455

Furlong Close,       
Marsh Lane, Rowde, 
Devizes, Wiltshire   
SN10 2TQ
Reg Charity No 313069
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Your Parish Council
Parish Council meeting - Update
The information below is current at the time of the 
Parish Council meeting. If events or information have 
changed since the meeting, it will not be reflected here. 
Please note, this a representation of the meeting and 
not the minutes in full. A full set of the minutes can 
be viewed at: www.rowdevillage.org, on the village 
noticeboards, or by application to the Clerk. 
If you would like further information on any Parish 
Council matter, please contact the Parish Clerk, tel: 
01380 720988, rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Concerns
If you have any local concerns about footpaths, hedges, 
allotments, play facilities, or anything village related, we 
would like to hear from you. We value your input and 
suggestions and will try to help. 
You can contact us through the Rowde Parish Council 
Facebook page, or by e-mail: rowdeparishcouncil@
gmail.com, or by telephone: 01380 501919. 
The key areas discussed at the Parish Council 
meetings on 9th October and 13th November were:

SAVE THE DAY: VE day celebrations on 
Friday 8th May 2020
- Would you like to watch or take part in a Rowde 
Village football match: Past vs Present? 
- Would you like to take part in a war time Phys. 
Ed drill?
- Would you like to re-live old memories with a 
tea dance, followed by bingo?
These are a few of the events that we are planning for 
VE day next year. 
Do you have a spare hour to help us plan the day? We 
are a small but friendly team.
Our next planning meetings are on:
Wednesday15th January, Wednesday 5th February, 
Tuesday 10th March, Tuesday 21st April, from 7pm in 
the Village Hall, 
You are very welcome to join us.  
Farewell to Cllr Yazmin Pullen. The Parish Council 
is sad to say goodbye to Yazmin but would like to 
thank her for all of her help and input, especially 
guiding us in environmental matters. We wish Yazmin 
every success and happiness in the future. 
Fundraising – Donations have been received of 
£300.00 towards the purchase of a raiser chair for use 
in the village. The Parish Council will match this amount. 
Planning
Rowde joins Devizes Neighbourhood Planning
• Rowde Parish has agreed to join the Devizes 
Area Neighbourhood Plan. 
• There will be consultations for residents about 
what the priorities are for the village. 
Tower View – outline development proposal
• An outline proposal has been submitted to the 

Parish Council to build on a plot of land adjacent to 
41 Tower View. This land is owned by Aster and it 
is considered to be suitable for infill development. 
The initial sketch plan shows scope to develop 
a three bedroom detached house with 2 off road 
parking spaces. 
Malthouse Farm
Planning applications 
• Two further applications have been submitted 
for Malthouse Farm. One is to vary the conditions of the 
original application (17/08775/FUL): condition 3, 4, 5 
and 19 of application (19/10318/VAR) and 
• To discuss reserved matters (19/10497/REM) 
dealing with appearance, landscaping, layout and 
scale following approval of hybrid planning application 
17/08775/FUL. These applications will be considered at 
the Parish Council meeting in December.
Access to development
• It has been suggested that construction 
vehicles for Malthouse Farm should not access the site 
via Cock Road. Wiltshire Council has confirmed that 
the principle access into the site is off Cock Road and 
this will be the access point for five of the six dwellings. 
The Clerk has tried to contact the developer to discuss 
access to the site from alternative routes. There has 
been no response yet. 
• Wiltshire Council has confirmed that it 
will not be possible to erect a sign stating “no 
construction traffic”. Any sign erected on highways 
land may be subject to enforcement action and 
removed by an officer. The sign would not carry any 
weight and could not be enforced by the Council or 
local highway authority.
Footpaths
• Wiltshire Council has made an order to divert 
footpath ROWD13, on the Common. 
• The hedgerow along the permissive footpath, 
off Devizes Road, needs attention. Wiltshire Council are 
dealing with any issues that arise. 
Highways
Pavements
• The Community Area Transport Group 
(CATG) has agreed to fund 10 dropped kerbs and 
to widen 4 kerbs around the village. The Parish 
Council will pay 25% of the costs (£2, 275). It is 
anticipated that the work will take place in January, 
allowing for the winter team to be taken off to do 
other jobs at short notice. 
• The Community Area Transport Group (CATG) 
has also agreed to create a design for the proposed 
footpath in Tanis. The Parish Council will contribute 25% 
to the cost of the plan. 
Tractor transport
• Complaints have been received from residents 
about crops spilling onto the roads and pavements in 
the village from unsheeted tractors. If there is a risk of 
hay or straw blowing onto the road the driver should 
consider sheeting the load. 
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• It was noted that it is the driver’s responsibility 
to ensure that his load is safe before he travels. It is a 
government recommendation to sheet loads of crops 
for transport. 
• Wiltshire Council is aware of problems 
with tractor transportation around the County. 
The Police is the main enforcement body for road 
traffic offences. It is recommended that residents 
record the tractor registration number if they are 
concerned about the safety of a load and report it 
to the Police.  
The Common
The Parish Council will host a meeting in January with 
residents from the Common to discuss the ongoing 
maintenance of the area.
The Playing Fields & Allotments
• Residents are asked not to use unauthorised 
vehicles on the playing field, for example tractors, quad 
bikes or motorbikes. 
• The Parish Council’s grounds contractor 
has carried out work to clear the area adjacent to the 
allotment car park to prevent further fly-tipping. Repairs 
have also been carried out to the Sands Lane track. 
• Wiltshire Council has agreed to work to 
side out the pavements around the village and 
along the A342. This will be carried out by the 
Parish Council’s grounds maintenance contractor. 
• Quotes are being sought to carry out minor 
repairs highlighted in the recent safety reports. 
Police Update  
Rowde incidents
• Overnight on 26.10.19-27.10.19, Unknown 
suspect/s have entered a farm yard and forced 
open a combination lock securing a white diesel 
tank. Suspect/s have then taken an estimated 300 
litres of fuel from the tank.
• The Police have received reports of Cold 
Callers this month in Rowde. Please remain 
vigilant, and do not answer the door unless you 
are expecting somebody. If somebody tries to sell 
something to you on the doorstep, just close the 
door and call the Police, as a lot of these people are 
not licensed to sell door-to-door.
Finance 
Monthly invoices for September were as follows, 
proposed by L Wills, seconded by C Stevens.  
Admin costs    £1,223.52                       
Grounds Maintenance  £452.37
Playground safety reports £263.40
Total:    £1,939.29
Monthly invoices for October were as follows, proposed 
by C Stevens, seconded by Y Pullen. 
Admin costs    £1,371.43                      
Grounds Maintenance  £707.67
Materials for PC Shed  £1,976.14
Wreaths, noticeboard, Xmas lights £482.76
Total:    £4,538.00
•  The Parish Council accounts for 2018-19 have 
been reviewed by the external auditor. There were 
no issues raised. 

Income for September & October 2019:
25/09/2019 Precept    £17,537.36 
05/09/2019 Playing field hire  £40.00 
13/09/2019 Playing field hire   £8.00 
09/09/2019 Interest    £0.30 
30/09/2019 Interest    £6.46 
22/10/2019 Solar Community Fund  £108.58 
08/10/2019 Playing field hire   £200.00 
09/10/2019 Interest    £0.29 
31/10/2019 Interest    £6.47 
Total      £17,907.46 
Neighbourliness
•  Please can we remind everyone to park with respect 
for your neighbours and residents who live in the village. 
Everyone should be able to easily access their own 
drives or houses. 
•  Please be aware of any hedgerow/bushes/trees that 
may hang over your property and cause obstructions 
and dangers for pedestrians and drivers. 
•  There is no such thing as the ‘dog poo fairy’. 
Please keep our streets and grassed areas clean 
for everyone to enjoy. Please do not use our 
playing fields, to exercise your dogs and leave their 
waste behind. 
My Wiltshire App
•  Please forward requests for highway repairs to the 
Clerk or report them through the ‘My Wiltshire App’. 
The more reports that are logged through the App, the 
higher the priority will be given to the issue. 
•  It is easy to report problems like potholes, dog 
mess, graffiti, litter and street lighting in your area 
using the ‘My Wiltshire’ online form. Reports can 
be made anonymously or you can register for 
free. Once you have registered, you can track the 
reports you have made, and receive notification 
once the work has been completed. The more 
residents report issues, the more likely we are to 
have them fixed. 
•  The ‘My Wiltshire’ page can be accessed through the 
Wiltshire Council website at:
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransportandstreets/
roadshighwaysstreetcare/mywiltshireregister.htm
Police Matters
If you need to report a crime:
-  Please dial 101 to report a crime and 999 in an emergency.
It is possible to follow the Police on: 
-  Twitter https://twitter.com/wiltshirepolice
-  Facebook https://www.facebook.com/wiltshirepolice/
-  Or sign up to Community Messaging                    
https://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk/
Dates for the diary – 
The next Parish Council meetings will be on 
Wednesday 11th December and Wednesday 8th 
January at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Parish Council meetings dates can be found in the 
village diary on the back page of the magazine. 
We invite all villagers to attend, to observe and to 
make use of the public question time at the next Parish 
Council meeting. 
A full set of minutes is available on the Parish 
notice boards and on the village website.
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John Hawkins         Chair; Planning                         rpc.jhawkins@gmail.com      07929 424781
Ivan Whittaker-Axon  Vice Chair, Roads and transport    rpc.iwhittakeraxon@gmail.com   01380 728669
John Dalley             Sports & Playing Fields           jdtaxisdevizes@gmail.com      07592 063789
Chris Stevens         Allotments                                  rpc.cstevens010@gmail.com     01380 738438                               
Lisa Wills                 Youth Co-ordinator; Social Media    rpc.lisa.youth@gmail.com      01380 730078
Stuart Taylor            Parish Councillor                     stuarttaylor56@icloud.com    01380 739744
VACANCY
VACANCY
VACANCY                
VACANCY                
VACANCY  
Rebekah Jeffries    Clerk                                          rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com   01380 501919

ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

Anna Cuthbert Wiltshire Councillor                   Anna.cuthbert@wiltshire.gov.uk
Wiltshire County Councillor deputising for Rowde

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Useful phone numbers
Libraries:           01225 713000
Parking:           01380 734812
Pest control:           01380 734721
Planning:           01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste:                0845 6032085
Registration – Births, Deaths & Marriages:  
                        01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence) Freephone: 0800 232323
or mobile/outside Wiltshire:                 01225 777234
School admissions:          01225 713010
School special educational needs:      01225 718095
School transport:          01225 713004
Social care – adults:                      0300 456 0111
Social care – children:                      01225 773500
Street care and cleaning:         01380 734849

PUBLIC HEALTH
We don’t need to wait until we are struggling 
with our mental health; there are lots of things 
we can do to protect ourselves and prevent 
problems escalating, just as we do with our 
physical health. The new Every Mind Matters 
campaign encourages adults to be more 
aware of their mental health and helps them 
to discover simple steps to look after their 
mental health and wellbeing.
The focus of the campaign is very much around 
promoting wellbeing rather than diagnosed 
mental health conditions or crisis and is centred 
around the five ways to wellbeing:
• Connect – connect with the people around you: 
your family, friends, colleagues and neighbours. 
Spend time developing these relationships.
• Be active – you don’t have to go to the gym. 
Take a walk, go cycling or play a game of 
football. Find an activity that you enjoy and 
make it a part of your life.
• Keep learning – learning new skills can 
give you a sense of achievement and a 
new confidence. So why not sign up for that 
cooking course, start learning to play a musical 
instrument, or figure out how to fix your bike?
• Give to others – even the smallest act can 
count, whether it’s a smile, a thank you or a kind 
word. Larger acts, such as volunteering at your 
local community centre, can improve your mental 
wellbeing and help you build new social networks.
• Be mindful – be more aware of the present 
moment, including your thoughts and feelings, 
your body and the world around you. Some 
people call this awareness “mindfulness”. It 
can positively change the way you feel about 
life and how you approach challenges.

Rowde Primary Academy offer a 
photocopying and laminating service
Photocopying @ 
5 pence  – black & white
10 pence  – colour 
Laminating  @
30 pence  – A4 sheet
50 pence  – A3 sheet
For more information please contact 01380 

723991 or just pop into the school office 
between the hours of 8.30am and 4.00pm

Further information
For further information or if you wish to discuss 
any aspect of the programme, please contact 
Jessica Ryan on Jessica.ryan@wiltshire.gov.
uk or 01225 713105.
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ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
Hello Everyone,
We would like to thank 
everyone for their support 
following the shop closure.
For several years now 
we have been saying we 
needed more volunteers 
and more importantly increased trade to make 
it viable. Neither have been forthcoming.
So as stated in previous mag articles it was 
a case of use us or lose us. The small band 
that kept it running must be thanked for their 
dedication in working hard to keep it going for 
the last ten years.
There is also another band of villagers, that 
although not seen behind the counter, were 
there to do building work, repairs, electrical 
work, deliveries and banking.  And this 
includes Janet at accounts. This team gave 
their time for free, as well as parts etc, and all 
this has been lost because the village chose 
not to listen. Another important community 
group wiped out by village apathy.
We have had comments regards devaluation 
of their houses, now there is no shop.
Also missing will be popping in to pick up 
courier parcels left at the shop, as well as 
using the toilet facility, or expecting it to do 
pay point which we had to pay a fee for every 
transaction done which made it too expensive 
to implement, hence why all shops in Devizes 
stopped doing it. Providing tobacco at as low 
a cost possible, or a newspaper, without any 
other purchase did not give the village a shop.
It is worth pointing out Lidle and Aldi do not sell 
tobacco, because there is no money in it.
When the shop idea was born, it was easy 
to say yes, sign a share to prove the village 
wanted it then think there was not a need to 
actually use it for it to survive. It is an easy 
option to say we did not stock what was 
wanted, we stocked a wide range of goods 
and some specific items asked for, only to find 
the customer did not bother to purchase them.
We have had some good times with our 
regular customers and the laughter and 
camaraderie will be sadly missed.
We wish you well and hope that, as you pass 
an empty building that was once a happy 
place to visit, you will remember us all. Festive 
greetings to you all.
The shop Committee,
Jan Barber, Chairperson.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rowde Community Shop Ass. Ltd

Dissolution
The Association may be dissolved by 
the consent of three quarters of the 
members by their signatures to an 
instrument of dissolution, or by winding 
up in a manner provided by the acts. If 
on the winding up or dissolution of the 
association any of its assets remain 
to be disposed of after its liabilities 
are satisfied, the assets shall not 
be distributed among its members, 
but shall be transferred to such 
organisation or organisations having 
objects similar or compatible with those 
of the Association as may be decided 
by the members at or before the time of 
the winding up or dissolution or, in so 
far as the assets are not so transferred 
then to some charitable object.

Shares
Shares of the value of £10 each shall 
be issued to persons and corporate 
bodies upon admission to membership 
of the Association. The shares shall be 
neither withdrawable nor transferable, 
shall carry no right to interest, dividend, 
nor bonus, and shall be forfeited and 
cancelled on cessation of membership 
from whatever cause, the amount paid 
up thereon shall become the property 
of the association. A member shall hold 
one share only in the association.
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A traditional Christmas made at Avebury 
23 Nov - 5 Jan, 11am-4pm (closed 24, 25, 26 Dec) 
Christmas at Avebury Manor is a calm and relaxing experience, reminiscent of times 
long past. Each room in the manor is furnished in the style of a different historical period, 
from Tudor times to the 1930s. This year the festive decorations throughout the site have 
been skillfully hand-made by our volunteer sewing team and are themed on traditional 
carols—you’re invited to discover which carols and songs have been brought to life.  
 
Make the perfect Christmas wreath at Avebury Manor 
2, 3, 4, Dec, 10am-2pm, £50, booking essential 

Nothing says 'Christmas is here' like putting up a home-made wreath on your front door. 
Florist, Sue Scott, will help you to craft your own festive wreath using natural greenery 
and festive decorations. You will be welcomed with a hot drink and mince pie, and a light 
lunch will be served half-way through the workshop. All materials and refreshments in-
cluded. 

 

Winter warmer walks Avebury prehistoric landscape 
5 & 12 Dec, 10.30am-12.30pm, £16, booking essential  

Why not leave the crowds behind and join National Trust archaeologist Dr Nick Snashall 
for a winter ramble around the stone circles? The walk will be followed by Christmas 

liqueur and mince pies, served in the National Trust shop where you'll have a 10%          
discount on all items purchased. 

 

Music, lights and merriment at Avebury Old Farmyard 
7 Dec, 4pm-6pm 
Why not soak up the Christmas atmosphere at this early evening event at Avebury?  
There'll be Christmas carols played by the Devizes Town Band, festive food and warming 
drinks. The Barn Gallery of the museum will be open for free and there'll be a wide range 
of gift stalls for you to browse. 
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Date/Time  Service                
Sunday 1 Dec Advent 1
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Rowde
9.30am - 10.30 am Breakfast Church, Rowde
10.00 am  Holy Communion (Common Worship), Bromham
6.00 pm  Service of Darkness to Light, Bromham

Tuesday 3 
6.00 pm  Christingle, Rowde

Wednesday 4 
11.00 am  Holy Communion (CW), Rowde

Sunday 8  Advent 2
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
10.00 am  Benefice Communion (CW), Rowde
6.00 pm  Evensong for St Nicholas (BCP), Bromham

Sunday 15  Advent 3
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham
10.00 am  Holy Communion (CW), Rowde
10.00 am  Family Service, Bromham
4.00 pm  Carol Service, Sandy Lane

Tuesday 17 
1.30 pm  Rowde Primary Academy service, Rowde

Thursday 19 
2.00 pm  Benefice MU service, Rowde

Saturday 21 
6.00 pm  Nine Lessons and Carols, Bromham

Sunday 22  Advent 4
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
10.00 am  Holy Communion, Bromham
6.00 pm  Nine Lessons and Carols, Rowde

Tuesday 24  Christmas Eve
2.00 pm  Crib Service, Rowde
4.00 pm  Crib Service, Bromham
11.30 pm  Midnight Mass (CW), Rowde
11.30 pm  Holy Communion (CW), Bromham

Wednesday 25 Christmas Day
10.00 am  Holy Communion (CW), Rowde

Sunday 29  Christmas 1
10.00 am  Holy Communion (CW), Bromham

December/January Worship in Rowde, Bromham and Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde, unless otherwise stated

Currently, there is a service at 10am every Sunday; usually in Rowde but sometimes in Bromham.

Everyone is very welcome at all our services
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Breakfast Church – 1st December 2019 and 5th 
January 2020, time 9:30am to 10:30am.
An informal service for all including Coffee, bacon 
rolls, brioche and newspapers, followed by short 
service - sing, pray, discuss, craft for all.
Saturday Morning Youth Group
14th December 11am – 12.30pm
18th January 11am – 12.30pm
All young people are welcome, there will be 
activities and lunch provided, do come and join us at 
St Matthews Church.
For further information please contact Sarah Bowler: 
07876142112 or sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com
Please note that leaders have been fully DBS checked.
Open the Book – we have groups who go into 
our primary school to act out Bible stories.  We are 
looking for more volunteers to join the team.  For 
more information, contact Revd Ruth.
Growing in Faith
Please contact Ruth Bray on 01380 859847 or  
ruthbray@outlook.com for more details.
Mothers’ Union Please contact Jo Partt for details: 
01380 850435 parttsofbromham@internet.com  
Church Cleaning 
We will be cleaning the church ready for Christmas 

Do come and explore our beautiful village 
Church or come in to sit quietly and pray.
Please note that, although we try to avoid 
this whenever possible, times of midweek 

or special services may change due to 
unforeseen circumstances. 

Please check the Church notice board for 
further information or contact the Administrator 

Sarah Bowler 07876142112.

on Wednesday 18th December at 1:30pm.  Please 
bring your dusters, polish and elbow grease to make 
our church sparkling clean for the festivities.  For more 
information contact Jane Moss on 01380 729160 
jmosscadet@gmail.com (Brass cleaning Rota) 
Maureen Hiscocks 01380 725406   
Choir 
Choir Leader: Gavin Moss 01380 719160 
Choir Practise Junior and Adults is on Thursday 
Evenings from 7pm 
New members are always welcome. 
Bell Ringing
We meet from 7.30pm-9pm on Friday evenings at St Matthews 
Church, please join us; the more the merrier. Contact: 
Richard Heath rich.p.heath@gmail.com / 01380 722379  
St Matthews Cafe
Coffee and chat.  St Matthews Coffee Shop is open 
on Tuesdays from 10.30 am-12 noon. If you might be 
free to make drinks and host, please contact Caroline 
carolineculley1@outlook.com or Revd Ruth 
Flower Arranging
1 & 8 & 15 Dec - Jill Myerscough
21 Dec - Christmas - All Flower arrangers
29 Dec - Christmas flowers
5&12 Jan - Liz Ibbetson
19&26 Jan - Carole Nutland
2&9 Feb - Jayne Andrews-Wheeler
For further information please contact: Jane Sartin 
j.ksartin@talktalk.net or call 01380 727446 
Contacts
Priest in Charge: Revd Ruth Schofield 07738 858909.
Church Wardens: Michael Cornwell 01380 722855 and 
Gavin Moss 01380729160
Administrator: Sarah Bowler 07876 142112
sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com

Date/Time  Service                
Sunday 5 January Epiphany
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Rowde
9.30 am  Breakfast Church, Rowde
10.00 am  Holy Communion (CW), Bromham
Wednesday 8 
11.00 am  Holy Communion (CW), Rowde

Sunday 12  Baptism of Christ 
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
10.00 am  Benefice Holy Communion (CW), Bromham

Sunday 19  Epiphany 2
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham
10.00 am  Holy Communion (CW), Rowde
10.00 am  Family Service, Bromham

Sunday 26  Epiphany 3
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
10.00 am  Morning Worship, Rowde
10.00 am  Joint Service with Methodists for the week of prayer for Christian unity, Bromham
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WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share or just 
have something to say about the village?
If you can contribute to the content 
of your Rowde Village News in any 
way or would like to give us feedback 
(good or bad) or discuss any 
magazine issues then please contact:
Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by 
email at watters.alan@gmail.com
or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 
or by email at suzijj@rocketmail.com   

Magazine Submission 
Deadlines for 2020

(bi-monthly)
15th January
15th March
15th May
15th July

Safeguarding Representatives for St Matthews:
Revd Ruth Schofield: 07738 858909
revrschofield@gmail.com
Sarah Bowler 07876 142112
sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com
Find us at the website: www.achurchnearyou.com
Facebook page: Churches of Rowde and Bromham
Message from the Rectory
Dear Friends,
The temperature outside is falling as I write, and it feels 
as though autumn is over and winter is standing by to 
take over.  Our Christmas is set at the darkest time of 
year, just as the winter solstice is past and we can start 
to look forward to the return of light and warmth.  It’s no 
co-incidence that we celebrate the birthday of Jesus 
at the same time as the ancient festival of Saturnalia, 
when Romans marked the solstice.  
There is no accurate record of the day of the year when 
Jesus was born.  Over the years, many dates have 
been claimed by different writers, and in the early years 
after his life on earth, some of these included April 18th, 
May 20th and November 2nd! But some people didn’t 
like the idea of celebrating his birthday, as it seemed 
too similar to the way that kings in the Middle East 
were honoured.  Some Christians today, such as the 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), choose not to 
mark Christmas Day at all because they want to think 
about the birth of Jesus every day of the year. 
Christmas has been observed on December 25th in 
western Europe since about 312 AD.  The Emperor 
Constantine who converted to the Christian faith decided 
that Christians and non-Christians should be united in 
commemorating the Venerable Day of the Sun, a Roman 
festival.  Christians wanted to celebrate the one true God, 
and adopting a pagan event seemed a good way to 
show how important Jesus was to them.  One of the early 
titles for Jesus was the “Sun of Righteousness”.
At Rowde Church, we will be celebrating the birth 
of Jesus Christ with carol singing, a crib service, a 
Christingle service and Communion services on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  Do come and join 
us, to remember what God has done for us in coming 
to earth to share our joys and sorrows.  However you 
are spending the holidays, we wish you joy, peace, and 
every blessing.
  Revd Ruth

Modern & Traditional 
Designed Memorials

M J SLY
Memorial Stonemason - New Memorials 

Additional Inscriptions - Restorations
Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk
Email: martin@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at  
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough
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The Voices to be Heard group raised a total of £69 
which will be put towards the next event. This event 
is the M & Co Fashion Show and by the time you 
are reading this it will have already taken place on 
the 28th November (Note that ticket sales will be 
split between HFT & Wiltshire Ambulance).

We also had a super bonfire night which warmed 
us all up nicely on a rather cold evening at the 
beginning of November.
Events to look forward to are:
• The Hft Christmas Market on Friday 6th 

December 5pm-8pm on site. There will be local 
stall holders, refreshments and BBQ.

• Christmas Jumper Day on the 10th of 
December which will include panto, games, 
disco, lunch and refreshments.

Bye for now, Sharon

Wow, we are nearly into December and lots of 
things have been happening at Rowde!
Voices to be Heard held a Halloween Disco on 
the 31st of October and the event was enjoyed 
by all who attended. Everyone looked fabulous in 
their fancy dress costumes and March Hall was 
transformed into a suitably spooky venue.

NEWS FROM Hft

We have vacancies in Rowde, near Devizes, Wiltshire.

You don’t need experience of support work or any special qualifications 
for this job as we will provide all the training you need. What matters most 
is a positive attitude and a real desire to support people with learning 
disabilities to live the best life possible. 

To find out more, call 01380 725455 or e-mail hftwiltshire@hft.
org.uk.  Alternatively, you can apply online at hft.org.uk/jobs

Become a support 
worker and change 
someone’s life

Full, part-time and waking night support workers: £7.83p/h 
(£7.38p/h between the ages of 18-20) 
Annual leave and other benefits apply

Relief support workers: £8.77p/h 
(£8.27p/h between the ages of 18-20) inclusive of annual leave

Full and Part Time Support Worker 
£8.55 to £8.85 per hour (on passing probation)
Annual Leave and other benefits apply
Waking Night Support Worker £9.55 to £9.85 per hour
Relief Support Worker £8.55 per hour                          
plus 12.07% Holiday Uplift = £9.58 per hour
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Time for Carers Appeal 2019/20
Carer Support Wiltshire, the charity that supports the 
unpaid carers in our communities, is currently running 
an appeal to raise £30,000 to spend on carers.
They are looking for local groups and individuals who 
would like to help fundraise for the Time for Carers 
Appeal. That could be by holding an event like a 
raffle or auction, asking for donations at a quiz or 
bingo night or taking part in a sponsored run or swim. 
Anything you’d like to do, CSW can support you with.
There are an estimated 47,500 carers in Wiltshire. A 
carer is anyone who cares, unpaid, for a family member 
or friend who could not always manage without 
their support. They might look after someone with a 
physical disability, long term health condition, mental 
health issue or a problem with substance misuse.
It can be an incredibly rewarding thing to do for 
someone, but can take its toll as well. 40% of carers 
say they haven’t had a day off in over a year, while 
25% haven’t had a day off in over five years. The 
effect of not getting a rest from caring is shattering, 
with carers describing being close to breaking point, 
desperate for some time to themselves, to sleep, 
recuperate and see friends and family.
Regular breaks have been proven to combat 
burnout and stress and money raised by the appeal 
will directly pay for breaks for carers. Last year’s 
appeal helped over 80 carers take the time they 
needed to improve their health and wellbeing. It 
paid for respite care, theatre tickets, yoga classes, 
counselling sessions and much more.
Claire, a carer who looks after her mother who has 
dementia, said: “It wasn’t even about being given 
the money to go away – it was about being seen 
and valued as a carer and given the recognition and 
support that enabled me to carry on.”

If you would like to help the appeal and get 
involved you can find out more by contacting 
the CSW fundraising team at fundraising@
carersupportwiltshire.co.uk or phoning 01380 
871690. There is also a Time for Carers 
JustGiving page.
Helping Unpaid Carers in Wiltshire 
Return to the Work
Carer Support Wiltshire has launched a new 
programme that will help unpaid carers in Wiltshire 
who want to return to work.
Many people give up work when a loved one 
becomes ill in order to care for them. It can be 
challenging to return to work once they are ready to 
go back – carers often feel their skills have become 
out of date and they lack confidence.
Funding was awarded to the Wiltshire charity by the 
government and the Returners Fund website is now 
live at carersbacktowork.co.uk. Carers can register 
on the site and will then be able to access support 
and various tools and resources. There are also small 
group training sessions and mentoring available.
CSW will also work in partnership with local 
employers, who will provide mentoring, advice 
and on-site training. In return they will have 
access to skilled potential new employees and 
CSW can help employers to support the carers 
in their workforces. If you’re an employer who 
would like to find out more, please visit the site 
or contact the charity on 0800 181 4118. 
Kath Brice
Communications and PR Officer (Monday 
and Wednesday)
Direct Line: 01380 819606
Email: kathb@carersupportwiltshire.co.uk
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Move.Every.Day.

Classes running as of January:
@ Hft, Rowde:

Mondays:  6.30 pm -  Improvers/ 
    Intermediates
Tuesdays:  6.30 pm -   Improvers/ 
    Intermediates

@ Dance Studio, Bath Road, Devizes:
Tuesdays:   9.30 am -  Intermediates
Thursdays: 9.30 am -  Intermediates
   

To book your place or for any enquiries please email          
suzijj@rocketmail.com or call Suzan on 01380 729791

find me on INSTAGRAM - med.pilates

New Year - New Body  

CHIPPY & MIFFY BRIDGE EVENINGS IN 2020
With Chippy I have been organising an evening of bridge + supper at the G&D 
on the last Monday of every month.  This has proved very popular and we are 

turning keen bridge players away as there is only room for 24.  We want to 
encourage ANYBODY interested in an evening of bridge.  If you are a singleton 

or a pair I will do my best to place you in a four.  We will be doubling up by 
organising a further evening which will be the second Monday of the month.

Book your table of four or ask to join a table by email to
ck@carolinekeevil.co.uk

          6.30pm to meet up & get drinks in, start playing 7pm
8.15pm supper, £10.00, in the sitting room, play on

till you drop, pay your tab before you leave
Dates, all Mondays, are
January 13th and 27th
February 10th and 24th

March 9th and 23rd
April 27th

I hope to hear from you
Caroline/Miffy



Page 26 December 2019 / January 2020   Rowde Village News   

Tom Ashpole
TREE 

SURGERY
All Aspects of Tree 
Surgery Covered

Including Hedgework And Stumpgrinding
NPTC certified, Cert.Arb (RFS) Fully Insured

Tel 01380 699473 Mob 07929 898544
Email: enquiries@wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Web: www.wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Rowde Primary Academy 
Playing Fields

If any organised group within 
Rowde village or its surrounds 

would like to use the Rowde 
Academy School Playing fields for 

specific training or events then 
in first instance please contact   
Judy Barlow on 01380 723991

We are a friendly group who enjoy hearing about a wide range of arts based subjects.  Many 
people from this area and beyond appreciate them – do come and join us!  We meet in the 
Assembly Hall, Melksham from 10am for coffee and at 11am for a one hour lecture.

For more information go to tasnorthwilts.org.uk

December 4th:
Carols from Kings:

Uncovering the Unexpected
Alexandra Coghlan

The Arts Society North Wiltshire
January 8th: 2020 

Botticelli’s Florence
Paula Nuttall
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The Farm
Cookery School

Born and Bred in Bromham Wiltshire
What People Say…

“Bought some steak and mince. Both absolutely wonderful and the flavour is just how "proper"
beef should be! Other half not a big meat eater but even he has asked for more please!”

“Outstanding! Fantastic beef!”

Click and Collect www.netherstreetfarm.co.uk

Call 01380 859 478

Cookery Classes for All Ages & Cookery Demonstrations

Friday Lovely Lunches

Private Events, Corporate & School Bookings
What People Say…

Had an amazing evening. We received a very warm welcome, was shown how to cook some
delicious food - Then was able to eat it all up! A truly delightful experience. Cannot wait to return.

An absolute gem of a find. Thank you

Book Online www.thefarmcookeryschool.co.uk

Call 01380 859 478
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photographs by Stuart Buckland

Local News

ROWDE FC REUNION
Rowde football club held it’s long awaited 
reunion at the Cross Keys on the 9th of 
November. Around 70 ex-players attended, the 
oldest player to attend being 80 year old Ken 
Surman who, back in the early 60s, scored 70 
goals in a single season when Rowde played in 
the Wiltshire league junior division putting Rowde 
up into senior league football. I am led to believe 
that Ken still holds that record today.
Until I decided to look into the reunion, I did not 
know how much history Rowde FC had. I was 
informed that the club goes back to the very early 
1930s with names like Tom Wheeler and Bill Sims 
pulling on the shirt. It was great to see so many 
ex-players turning up, including a team from the 
1964 season who turning up en mass. A short 
moment of respect, remembering all players and 
members who had passed on was observed, with 
a special mention for John Pearce; without all his Ken Surman
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efforts, Rowde would never have had what it has 
done including Rowde having three pitches, at 
Close Lane, The Common and finally at Sands 
Lane with the boys from the Tanis having a small 
seven a side pitch on Conscience Lane.
It was so nice to see so many of his old side 
attending; Messrs Gingell, Gale, Sainsbury, O’Brien, 
Alexander, Sorley, Wixon, Ferris, Chapman - then on 
to the team I assembled with names like O’Rourke, 
Dalley, Buckland, Joyce, Griffin, Packer, Maslin, 
Knapp, Webb, Burgess, Stevens, Hurcombe, 
Hampton, Gidding, Clack and Ellis.

We were delighted to be joined by Mr John 
Ivey our old sports teacher at Rowde Primary. 
As he was going through all the old team 
sheets with the boys I don’t know who was 
more excited! All John’s ex pupils were so 
pleased to see him; Rowde boys Fred Clark 
and Dave Corbin getting special praise on 
having trials at Tottenham.
A big thankyou to Gee, Teresa and the staff at the 
Cross Keys and to the fantastic DJ Eddie for being 
MC for the night. With no charge for entry, we had 
a collection bucket and raised £90.00 for Macmillan 

Dave Corbin, Reg Davis, Fred Clark (who had 
trials for Tottenham Hotspur in the mid-60s) and 

former manager Colin Shaftoe (who had trials with 
Manchester United)

Cancer Support. Great effort! And there was a 
nice photo of all the old Rowde boys taken at the 
end. Pictured are Barry Webb, Adrian Knapp, Troy 
O’Rourke, Andrew Packer, Laurence Plumb, Ellis 
Chapman, Paul Ferris, Steve Gingell, David Ellis, 
Fred Clark, Martin Robinson, Dave Corbin, David 
Dalley, John Ivey, Darren Joyce, Justin Maslin, 
John Dalley, Stuart Buckland, Matthew Stevens, 
Darren Griffin and James Webb.
A great evening was had by all with so many 
memories shared.
I think it is now time that I closed the book on my 
time associated with a club that I hold so dear to 
a big part of my life; so many memories, a few 
bad ones but some really memorable times. I 
made some great friends on the way and there 
were some great presentation evenings!
A huge thank you goes out to all of you who 
helped over the years, far too many to mention 
but you know who you are ...thank you again, 
John Dalley.
POLICE HUNT THE POST BOX THIEF 
WHO HAS STRUCK IN ROWDE
In the past few months a 
thief with an obsession 
with post boxes has 
stolen 12 boxes from 
across Wiltshire, including 
one from Springfield Road 
in Rowde on the 12th      
of September.
Police say the spree started 
at the end of August and 
since then the boxes, which 
are the type that are fixed to 
a pole, have been cut free 
and stolen.
PC Michelle Haley, who is based at 
Trowbridge Police Station, said: “There are 
12 offences which have been reported to 
us, but there is a possibility that there have 
been further incidents which haven’t yet been 
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Local News

Source (this page) - Gazette & Herald

Head Sue Hulford and new chairman of governors 
Kate Hunloke

reported. The thieves seem to be targeting 
post boxes in quieter, rural areas, and not 
only are they stealing the boxes but also the 
mail inside. These boxes may have been 
stolen for their scrap metal value, or perhaps 
because they may be collectable items, so 
we are appealing for anyone with information 
to come forward. If you have seen any post 
boxes for sale in unusual or suspicious 
circumstances then please contact us.”
Anyone with information should call PC Haley 
on 101, quoting crime reference 54190109101. 
Alternatively you can call Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111.
BOOKS BOOST ROWDE PRIMARY 
ACADEMY’S NEXT CHAPTER

Scores of extra books are now on the shelves at 
Rowde Primary Academy which is embarking on 
a new chapter in its life.
Rowde Academy is undergoing many changes 
after Ofsted inspectors highlighted a number of 
issues that need improving including reading.
But head Sue Hulford is confident her school can 
get out of special measures and is delighted with 
the gift of £4,000 worth of books from Rowde 
Academy Friends and Teachers.
Teacher Kate Dummett, who is the school’s 
reading lead, said: “Having new and current 
high quality children’s books is very important 
as reading and building a love of reading has 
a strong impact on all areas of their learning. 
Reading for pleasure increases empathy, 
better relationships with others and improved 
well-being. It also impacts of children’s 
attainment now and in the future. Plus it’s 
great fun.”
Money was raised by holding events including 
discos, a film night, selling Christmas cards and 
refreshments at school tournaments.

Head Sue Hulford believes her school has a 
bright future as it prepares to become part of 
an academy trust, despite Ofsted inspectors 
deciding the school must stay in special 
measures. Their report, following a monitoring 
visit after the rating was given in March, said: 
“Leaders and managers are not taking effective 
action for the removal of special measures.”
Mrs Hulford believes the decision to join the 
Acorn Education Trust will be the start of a new 
chapter for the school. Rowde was due to join 
the trust, which includes two senior schools and 
a number of village primaries, on November 1.
She said: “We believe we have already made a number 
of changes since the main Ofsted inspection in March. 
My top priority was to make sure that safeguarding was 
brought up to scratch and the monitoring inspection 
found that safeguarding is now effective.”
Experienced teacher Hannah Elson has joined 
the school as deputy head and Max Burr from 
the Acorn Trust is now its executive head.
She said: “Being part of the trust gives me so much 
more support. We have started along the right path. 
Joining the trust is going to be a new start.”
Reading was highlighted by inspectors for a cause for 
concern and Mrs Hulford said changes were already 
being put in place to make sure children received 
more supervision and are challenged more.
A number of governors left the school last term, 
but new chairman Kate Hunloke is also confident 
the school will have improved when inspectors 
return again in a few months time.
She said: “I have been a governor here for a 
long time but taking the chairmanship is a big 
responsibility. I believe in Sue and all the staff. 
The report was disappointing but it was not all 
negative, especially when you put it in context.”
She said that parents had been mainly 
supportive and staff were enthusiastic.

Pupils enjoying their new reading corners and books 
and pictured with l-r Lisa Wills (RAFT) and teacher 

Kate Dummett. Photo: Siobhan Boyle 
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ROWDE RIFLE CLUB ARE WINNERS!

Back in August, Rowde Rifle Club were victors 
once again in the Carnival Cup.  A lovely bit of 
Devizes tradition, the Carnival Cup is a shooting 
competition started by Harry Bates, manager of 
the Dolphin Public House many years ago. The 
competition is still held but is now run by Bernard 
Ashton at The Conservative Club. 
The Carnival Cup final is always held during 
the Devizes Carnival Week and is for teams 
of six shooters. The teams can be made up of 
anyone wishing to take part. Using a .22 rifle 
and live ammunition, team members take it in 
turn to shoot at a ‘bell target’ (a small hole in a 
steel plate with a bell behind it). If the bell rings 
the shot is counted as a hit. What makes this 
particular competition even more interesting 
is that everyone must use the same rifle, an 
ancient thing that there is always talk of it being 
worn out, doesn’t shoot straight and so on. There 
might well be some truth in that but certainly the 
reality is that it is unfamiliar to the shooters so 
levels the playing field somewhat. 
This year Rowde beat Potterne in the final, 
repeating our success of 2017 and 2018. The 
final started quite tensely, with the scores 
being neck and neck for the first few shooters. 
Then one good score from a Rowde shooter 
put us several shots ahead, unsettling the 

WAYNE IS OUR VILLAGE HERO

Following last year’s 
Stand of Remembrance 
to honour the fallen 
from the First World 
War, former Soldier 
Wayne Cherry once 
again staged a Stand of 
Remembrance. Over 32 
days he stood for 104 hours 
on ‘The Hill’ in Rowde (see 
front cover photo) and 
in the Brittox in Devizes 
to honour the fallen from 
World War 2, raising 
£1,335.87 for Rowdeford 
Charity Trust. 
At a cheque presentation on 20th November, 
Mike Bowden, the president of the 
Rowdeford Charity Trust, thanked Wayne for 
his endeavours to raise much needed funds 
on behalf of the trust.
Wayne’s collection was a joint one which also 
included Cancer Research UK Devizes for 
whom he raised £1,110.44.

Local News

Wayne (right) presenting the Rowdeford Charity 
Trust cheque to Mike Bowden
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Local News

OBITUARY
Elizabeth Ann Davies (née Potter). Passed 
away peacefully at Blaenos House care 
Home, Llandovery on September 29th, 2019, 
aged 78 years. Ann formerly of Horse Lane 
Farm, Rowde. Enquiries to IC & SM Davies 
Funeral Directors. Tel: 01550 720636.

opposition maybe, then another good Rowde 
score made it difficult for Potterne to keep up. 
A team can never sit back and relax because 
the competition can change quickly but Rowde 
kept the lead and won.   
Members of Rowde Rifle Club have won other 
trophies this year – Chris Godwin won the 
highest individual score in the Carnival Cup 
competition and some of the league cups came 
our way too, with Laurence Plumb becoming 
Tube* Individual champion, Bob Luke and Eddie 
Bowden were runners up in the Holloway Cup 
and Mayenne Cup respectively.  
*Tube is the term given to the type of range, 
where the target is at the far end of a steel tube 
that you shoot down. Rowde’s range is a tube. 
The Devizes Miniature Rifle League shoot at 
different venues in the Devizes area, including 
several pubs and an “open” range where 
the shooters lie prone, holding inter-club and 
individual competitions.  It is peculiar to Devizes 
and nearby villages; well it’s about right at that 
only in Devizes would you find folk with a pint 
in one hand a rifle in the other. Originally set 
up over a hundred years ago country-wide to 
improve marksmanship (trouble was on the way 
by way of war), this is now the only part of the 
country in which the sport continues. The Rowde 
Rifle Club, a member of the Devizes Miniature 
League, is open to new members. If you are 
interested please contact team captain Andy 
Stewart on 01380 721398.
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL STEWSDAY

Thank you to everyone that came along to 
Stewsday on Tuesday 19th November at The 
Cross Keys pub.
It was a brilliant evening and it was good to 
see some new faces, hopefully you will be 
able to come along to one of our fundraising 
events in the future.
Special thanks to Mary and Michol who helped 
Gavin on Monday and Tuesday afternoon and 
then helped out with the serving and raffle. 
Amanda and Wayne who helped set up the 

Cross Keys pub. Wesley who helped with 
the serving, Jacky who helped with the raffle, 
serving puddings and clearing up. Michael 
who helped set up, serve and clear up. 

Also thankyou to everyone that made all 
the wonderful puddings and Vegetarian 
options and for all the 38 raffle prizes that 
were donated, and of course Gee, Tee and 
their staff at the Cross Keys - without you all 
Stewsday would not happen.
Ticket sales were £616, The raffle took an 
amazing £190 thanks to Mary and Jacky, and 
donations for food £14, so a total of £820. 
Costs including food etc were £156, so we 
made a grand profit of £664.
Future Events
There is going to be a fundraising Concert in 
St Matthew’s Church, Rowde featuring Bath 
Male Choir on Saturday 15th February 2020 at 
7.30pm - Doors open at 7.00pm
Tickets: Adults £12, Under 12’s £6 available 
from 01761 472468 or 01380 729160 - please 
book early to avoid disappointment as tickets 
are limited. 
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FARM FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE 
 

We only source the best local products from our own farm 
and local producers, all bursting with flavour and 

reasonably priced 

Poulshot Lodge Farm, Poulshot, Devizes, SN10 1RQ 
Tel- 01380 827202                                                                                           

Open Tuesday – Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 9am-4pm 

For more information, to follow our blog or subscribe to our 
newsletter visit  

www.poulshotlodgefarm.co.uk 
find us on Facebook & Instagram as well 
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ALL ABOARD 
‘THE ADMIRAL’! 
 

Have you discovered life 
aboard ‘The Admiral’ yet? 

 

‘The Admiral’ is our floating visitor centre moored at the spectacular and 
world-famous Caen Hill Lock Flight.  

Come and discover how the 87-mile Kennet & Avon Canal was built – a 
miracle of 17th century engineering.  Learn how the hard work of 
volunteers helped restore it from ruin to the wonderful waterway it is 
today.  We have a wealth of fascinating archive photographs and 
information for you to explore.  

We have stacks of maps and leaflets covering all sorts of interesting 
features along the canal plus details of local boat trips, a model canal 
boat, nature guides, duck food and FREE craft activities for the children.  

Are your children bored in the holidays?  Come and feed the fish and 
ducks.  You may even see Frank our heron, and our resident swans 
might bring their babies to the boat for a healthy snack. 

We are open daily between 11am and 3pm (volunteer availability 
permitting). 

You will find ‘The Admiral’ moored by the Caen Hill Café at Lock 44, at 
the top of the Caen Hill Flight on the Kennet & Avon Canal in Devizes. 

For further information, email Admiral@canalrivertrust.org.uk 
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Mobile Library Service
(note new day, time and location)

A mobile library van will visit Rowde 
(Maundrell Close) on a Thursday every four 
weeks, from 9.30am to 10am. 
You can borrow books for adults and 
children of all ages, plus story tapes/CDs. 
It is also possible to reserve items that are 
not available on the van. The library van is 
wheelchair accessible.  
For more details on Wiltshire 
Library Service, log on to:                                    
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries
What you will need:
Either a Wiltshire Library card or proof 
of your name and current address (for 
example an allowance book, bank/
building society statement, driving licence 
or official bill/invoice). 

ANY BIN WILL DO!

 

 

The Mobile Library 
 stops at  

  

Maundrell Close, Rowde 
  

at 
  

9.30am - 10.30am 
on 

Thursday 
  

Oct 25, Nov 22, Dec 20, Jan 17,  
Feb 14, Mar 14, Apr 11, May 9 

  

For more information visit the website 
www.wiltshire.gov.uk 

  
 

19 December, 16 January, 13 February, 
12 March

9.30am - 10.00am

Does your dog spend too much time home alone? 
Do you find it hard to fit in regular daily exercise 
for your dog amongst the stresses of everyday 
life? Let me help you! I’m a dog walker with over 
10 years’ experience working with dogs and other 
animals. I have worked for guide dogs and have 
been a supervisor at a busy kennels, as well as 
years helping at veterinary practises. My passion 
for animals runs very deep and their care and 
welfare is of up most importance to me. I am 

experienced, offering a professional, caring and 
friendly service to dogs & their owners of all Breeds I 
am fully insured and first aid trained. 
I have a Facebook page where you can see 
reviews and updates of your dogs on their walks. 
www.facebook.com/boopeeandfriends/ 
My website is www.boopee-and-friends.co.uk. 
Feel free to message me via website or on my 
Facebook page. Alternatively you can call me on 
07368635866.

DOG WALKER / PET CARE SERVICES

Keep Britain Tidy, Chief Executive said recently:
“Our most recent research tells us that people see dog fouling 
as, by far, the most unacceptable and dirtiest type of litter, and 

the biggest concern in environmental quality.”
There is a risk to health from uncollected dog faeces. Toxocarisais is caused by 

roundworm parasites in unwormed dogs. In rare cases, the roundworm larvae can 
infect organs such as the liver, lungs, eyes and brain.

All dog waste should be picked up, even when walking in fields and woods. There is 
a danger to cattle if dog waste is left on grass which is then cut and given as feed.

This is your community; your children. 
Please be respectful of their school and play spaces; keep all dogs out. 

From Rowde Parish Council
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Are you age 60+? 

(Exercises may be done seated or standing) 
Mondays 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
followed by coffee/tea and a chat 

at Rowde Village Hall 
Cost : £3.00 

For more information contact: 
Yvonne 01380 723086                         

yve@thegablesdevizes.co.uk

Come and join our friendly 
exercise class and help 

maintain/improve your mobility

KING
MORTGAGES

new year...
new you...

new mortgage?
is it time to check 
your mortgage is 
working for you?

To compare the mortgages available, contact Selina for 
Independent Whole of Market Mortgage advice.

T: 07471 860413 
E: kingmortgages@outlook.com

Evening/weekend appointments available

There will be a fee for the mortgage advice. The precise amount will depend 
upon your circumstances but we estimate that it will be £50. 

Think carefully before securing other debts against your home. 
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

 

RD    RUDI DALBY 
LOCAL LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY 

SPECIALIST 
 

THINK: who would arrange your care and 
finances for you if you were to lose capacity? 
Without LPA’s in place this is not possible 
 

ACT NOW: LPA’s can only be put in place 
whilst you have the capacity to do so 
 

         ~ Home and evening appointments   
  

~ Professional, efficient and friendly                        
personalised service tailored to you 

 

Safeguard yourself, your family, your assets 
and your wishes for now and for the future. 
 

07791879774   rudidalby@gmail.com 
 

Contact me for queries and further information 
rudidalby@gmail.com 

07791879774 
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WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share 
or just have something to say about 
the village?

If you can contribute to the content of 
your Rowde Village News in any way or 
would like to give us feedback (good or 
bad) or discuss any magazine issues 
then please contact:

Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by 
email at watters.alan@gmail.com

or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or 
by email at suzijj@rocketmail.com   

Please note that:

THE DEADLINE FOR 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
ROWDE VILLAGE NEWS

is the 15th of every 
second month, the next 
being 15th January 2020
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Canal Boat
Rental

From the Wharf  below 
Caen Hill Locks

www.foxhangers.co.uk

Tel: 01380 828795

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern 
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers

More to Foxhangers than boat hire!

Visit our website for complete details of our
Weekend Breaks
Midweek breaks
Weekly Breaks

4 self-catering units and a campsite 
available at Lower Foxhangers

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting
All aspects of boat engineering

Chandlery

 
WHISTLEY CANINE COUNTRY CLUB 
                   AND CATTERY 

 
Our Modern Luxury Heated Cattery  

For Tiny Tigers is Now Open 
 

 Luxury Holiday Venue For Our 
Canine Friends 

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating 
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome 

Potterne Devizes 
 01380 738189/726330 

Please see our website for more details 
www.whistleykennels.co.uk 

 
 

Tuesday 31st
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4CHILDREN

For further 
information or to get 
involved, telephone 
01380 739835

Rowde Flower Guild
Who are we?:
We are a group of 
people who live in 
the village, mostly 
amateurs, who enjoy 
arranging flowers.
Why do we do it?:
• It’s fun
• It’s a great way to learn
• We make new friends
We are getting a bit thin on the ground 
and really could do with some help. 
Don’t be afraid. It really isn’t a 
competition and we would welcome 
new ideas as well as people.
So please think about it.
Contact Jane Sartin 
on 01380 727446 or 
Liz Ibbetson 
on 01380 720630
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Heather Smith
North Wessex Therapies

Hypnotherapy
Do you struggle with anxiety, stress or 
phobias? Are you terrified of the dentist or 
scared to take a flight? Does the thought of 
speaking in public make you want to run for 
the hills except you’re afraid of heights?
Would you like to stop smoking or lose 
weight?
Cognitive behavioural hypnotherapy can 
help with these and many other problems 
that hold you back.

Heather Smith at 
North Wessex Therapies 

is based in Bromham
As an introductory offer, all sessions for 
clients who book in June are half-price at 
£30/hour. 
Call for a no cost initial chat or email me.
Call: 07702 113544
Email: heather@northwessextherapies.com

Heather Smith BSc DipCBH GQHP 

Anxiety - stress - phobias - 
habits - pain control - 
social anxiety - public 
speaking - stop smoking - 
weight loss - exam nerves

ROWDE VILLAGE MEETING!
Pre-election Forum @ The G&D

Monday 9th December 7.00pm in The Sitting Room

Bewildered by what’s on offer? Don’t know your Boris 
from your Jeremy? Then come  and join us as we 
discuss the proposals of the two main political parties, 
led by Kath Shaw for the Labour Party and Peter Alffrey 
for The Conservative Party. G&D nibbles provided.
(Limited to 40 places on a first come basis)   

AND……. on the night of the General Election Thursday 
12th December, the pub will stay open until very late 
until we get the first results through, hopefully an idea 
of which party will win. There will be a TV in the bar! 
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FORGET ME NOT
A tribute by Sylvie, aged sixteen
I’d never had a granddad but that was to change 
when I was six. My grandmother, widowed 
before I was born, surprised us all with the 
sudden announcement that she was getting 
married. I found it hard to imagine her as a bride 
in a wedding dress and even more difficult to 
imagine a whole new grandparent by her side.
Having had no experience of a granddad, I 
had only a very stereotypical idea of what one 
would be like - a kind, slightly tubby old man with 
grey hair, puffing on a pipe and wearing brown 
slippers - after all, this was the granddad figure 
that was depicted in my story books. 
The first meeting was arranged and I realise 
now that he was probably rather nervous about 
meeting us whereas I was just interested in a 
promised trip to the local park which almost 
always had an ice cream van. When the doorbell 
rang I was taken aback to see a tall handsome 
man standing there. He had white hair that was 
neatly combed into place and a gentle face with 
twinkly blue eyes that promised mischief. He 
wasn’t wearing the brown jumper with elbow 
patches that I’d expected but was dressed in a 
button-down blue shirt and smart trousers much 
like my dad might wear to work.
This new granddad did not behave like a 
granddad either. To my amazement, once at the 
park, he launched himself down the slide and 
was first in line for an ice cream. 
As I grew, so too did our affection for one another. 
Rather than taking on the traditional role as 
grandparent he became instead my friend. Before 
retirement he had been an accountant. You would 
have thought that being responsible for other 
people’s money meant you had to be serious but 
he had never grown up; he was a big kid.
In the hallway of his house was a large hamper and 
one afternoon I had opened the lid expecting it to be 
full of uninspiring things like blankets. Instead inside 
was a huge collection of polar bears! Each toy was 
different and had been carefully named by him. I 
remember him taking a childish delight in throwing 
them head first down the stairs. He reasoned that, 
“They wanted to go sky diving!” Every so often, for 
a change, he’d tie one to a long piece of elastic for a 
spot of bungee jumping over the landing.
Whenever I was told that we were going to visit I 
would run straight to my room and find a good pen 
because we would always sit down and do word 
searches together or play on our matching Nintendos. 
He was no ordinary granddad – he was unique.
As I got older our conversations became more 
and more interesting and he would often talk to me 
about his past. He told me how he had learned to 
read at an early age and would sit and read aloud 
from the newspaper to his parents when he was 
just four. He was disappointed when he finally 
started school to be given books with no more than 
a few simple words on each page. In the house 

SHORT STORY
he shared with Grandma almost every room was 
crammed with books.
The garage had been converted into a library but 
even then a separate cabin was built in the garden 
for the overflow. My Grandma told me that there were 
over 10,000 books, some of them rare first editions.
My sister and I decided he must be very wise and 
so gave him the name “Grandpa Owl” after the wise 
old owl in Winnie the Pooh.  He lived up to his new 
nickname and never tired of my questions; he was 
the perfect person to go to for help with homework.
It started with a simple question. One summer 
afternoon he asked me whether I wanted a cold 
Sprite. Of course, I said yes but the minutes ticked 
by and there was still no sign of the promised drink. 
I went to investigate and peeking into the kitchen 
I saw him staring at the can puzzled. I asked him 
whether he was okay. He slowly shook his head 
and said he couldn’t remember how to open it. I 
was shocked. I didn’t understand. I opened it for 
him, laughing it off, but from that point on I began 
to notice other things that he forgot – places he’d 
been, his pin number, the way home... 
Later I overheard my mum on the phone talking 
about a thing called “dementia”. This “dementia” 
was about to tear my grandpa from my reach and 
keep him lost in his forgetfulness. More and more 
of his memory was locked away - names, places, 
the days of the week and even how to get dressed 
and how to eat. I watched helplessly as he would 
stand very still willing the right words to come out 
but often what he said made no sense at all.
Gradually the ties that connected us so tightly 
became loose. Grandpa couldn’t remember what a 
Nintendo was or how you might use it. The books 
stayed on the shelves collecting dust and I was left 
to do the word searches on my own. Only the polar 
bears remained as part of our games though even 
they had to adjust to a less adventurous lifestyle. 
I had to learn to treasure the little things such as 
when I would tickle his toes as I’d gently place his 
slippers back on the right feet.
My last visit was to the care home. He had gone 
to live there when caring for him had become too 
much for my Grandma. Despite its soft furnishings, 
and the carers in blue uniforms efficiently bringing 
tea, it didn’t feel homely. I remember feeling afraid 
that he would not know who I was, but though he 
was very frail, and seemed to have shrunk, he 
looked up straight away and smiled directly at me. 
He couldn’t recall my name, or remember exactly 
how we were connected, but in the still handsome 
blue eyes there was the flicker of recognition.  
“Hello, Grandpa Owl,” I said simply and I sat down 
on the edge of the bed with his favourite polar bear 
safely tucked up between us.  
Editor’s Footnote: Sylvie is a 16 year old student living in 
Scotland. She wrote a heartfelt essay, titled Forget Me Not, 
about her granddad’s earliest signs of dementia. I have 
printed Sylvie’s essay unedited and exactly as she wrote it.
Do you have a favourite one page story?  
Send it in!
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Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.org
(Amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

Please note that our Rowde Village website manager is Rebekah Jeffries and she can be 
contacted at rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com or 01380 720988.

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

18 The Britox
Devizes
Wiltshire  SN10 1AJ
Tel:  01380 729459

Funerals Arranged
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Opening Hours 
Monday 5-11pm
Tuesday - Thursday 12-11pm
Friday & Saturday 12-12
Sunday 12-11pm
Serving food: 
Monday 6-9pm
Tuesday - Saturday
12-2.30pm & 6-9pm
Sunday 12pm -2.30pm

Call 01380 739567 to book
Skittle Alley available for functions
Facebook page ‘The Cross Keys’

Welcome to our village pub, serving great local beer, and home 
cooked food

Now taking bookings for Christmas
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Rowde Village News Pledge
The Rowde village News is 
independent of political parties, private 
interests and government. Our policy 
is to provide readers with a complete, 
fair, accurate and balanced news and 
information service.
Although we are a voluntary run, 
nonprofit making publication we still 
do our best to adhere to the Press 
Complaints Commission’s Code of 
Practice. While we try hard to avoid 
mistakes, some errors can occur during 
the part time and hectic process of 
producing one of Wiltshire’s largest 
and most regarded village magazines 
(apparently, from feedback received 
over recent years).
Our policy is to correct errors of fact 
as soon as possible and, where 
appropriate, apologise. If you find an 
error of concern, please contact the 
editor (contact details on page 3).
Thank you for your continued support 
and understanding.
Alan Watters, Editor

…ageing creatively 

Is an award-winning local charity, seeking to reduce 
loneliness and isolation and in doing so improve health 

and well being for vulnerable elderly people through 
participation in the arts. We run weekly sessions in 

Pewsey, Marlborough and Devizes and are looking for 
friends and supporters to join us in fundraising, raise local 

awareness and help at our sessions. 

COULD YOU PLEDGE SOME TIME IN 2017 AND HELP BY? 

 Businesses: Adopting us as your ‘Charity or 
Choice’ or supporting us in other ways? 

 Individuals: Help spread the word in your 
community, join our ‘friends’ scheme, run a 
fundraiser for us, help promote our work? 

 Groups: We have plenty of ideas and resources 
to support groups involvement 

For more info about our activities or being involved 
 

liz.lavender@artstogether.co.uk  / 07780860922 
 

www.artstogether.co.uk Registered Charity 1109432 

HAIR AT HOME
ROWDE

Hairdressing salon style in 
Rowde or mobile, you choose!

Contact Louise Allan on 07811 948374 
or Email louiseallan_1@hotmail.co.uk

Very experienceds ex salon stylist

Cutting, families, colouring, perming, 
children welcome

HAIR AT HOME
experience a little hair magic
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The G&D Rowde Winter Specials!
  Tel: 01380 723 053  -  Email: gm@thegeorgeanddragonrowde.co.uk

**** Silver Surfer Monday Special returns! **** 
Are you over 50? Our very popular Silver Surfer 50% discount off 

the total bill is back! Valid lunch and dinner on Mondays in January,  
only four tables per service, bookings only – NO walk-ins!

We would like to wish everyone a very merry Christmas and 
happy New Year! We look forward to seeing you soon…. 

The G&D Team  

G&D New Years Eve Dinner
Come and join us for a sumptuous Five Course Tasting menu 

@ £75 per person. Please see the menu on our Website 

Christmas bookings
Christmas is nearly with us and bookings are already flooding 
in! We only have a handful of dates left for the Sitting Room for 

private parties up to 20 people so please call us for dates. 
We are offering the 3 course menu for £25 

St. Matthew’s Christmas Carols & Village Supper 
Sunday 22nd December at 4pm

Meet for complimentary mulled wine & minced pies at the G&D
before the Church Carols at 6pm. Then it’s back to G&D after the carols 

for 2 Course Christmas Supper… £18.50pp Book ASAP!!!

January Happy Hour Every Friday Night 7-9pm
Come and mingle with our regulars… All house drinks are £2.50    

(beers, cider, lager, wine & house spirts)

**** January 25% Discount Sale!! **** 
Please use this as your very own Christmas present from us to you! 

Valid Monday to Saturday (not valid on daily set menu)

Opening Hours - Open as usual to Christmas Eve. Closed 
Christmas Day. Open Boxing Day for lunch. NYE dinner only.
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GAIGER BROTHERS LTD
Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL

Tel: (01380) 722412      Fax: (01380) 727890

Registered Charity No 1153790
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust provide a Courtesy Home Security Service for elderly, 
vulnerable and disadvantaged people living in Wiltshire, who have become, or are at 
risk of becoming victims of house crime or domestic abuse. 
Our operators will carry out a full security and fire risk assessment before fitting 
the appropriate security devices.   If you are over 60 or vulnerable due to a mental 
or physical disability and don’t feel that you have adequate home security please 
contact us to arrange a visit.

Tel No: 01380 861155     Email: bobbyvan@wiltshire.police.uk
www.wiltshirebobbyvan.org.uk

The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust 

Devizes local family funeral service EST. 1970                                                                           
Three generations of experience, personal values and professional service      

Devizes 01380 728008  
Office & Chapel: 64 New Park Street, Devizes, SN10 1DP 

Over 100 reviews at www.bewleyfunerals.com 

24 Hour Service   Home Visits   Simple or Bespoke Funerals   Pre-paid funeral plans   memorials 
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This months special offer – only £35
3½ lb Wiltshire Gammon Joints or Steaks

Whole Chicken
4 x 6oz Pork Steaks

10 Homemade Traditional Pork Sausages 
2 x 1lb Minced Beef

Pack of Twanger Traditional Cheddar
½ Dozen Free Range Eggs

An average of only £1.20 per meal
All packed and labelled to your requirements

If you would like anything packed or butchered differently then 
please ask and we will be more than happy to help

Please phone with any orders or enquiries that you may have and 
to find out about our weekly delivery service

Opening Times
Monday:   8am – 1pm
Tuesday - Friday:  8am – 5pm (closed between 1pm and 2pm)
Saturday:   8am – 1pm

H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

Fourth generation family butchers
Retail butchers established over a century

Beef, Pork and Lamb sourced from local farms and 
slaughtered at our own abattoir ensuring that we know 

exactly where your meat comes from
All beef hung and matured for 3 weeks
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H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

CHRISTMAS BOXES
TURKEY

Fresh Usk Vale Turkey
Home cooked Ham Joint
Homemade Chestnut and

Sausage meat stuffing
Homemade Chipolata Sausages

Home cured Streaky Bacon
Luxury Cranberry Sauce

For 4 people £52.00
For 6 people £70.00
For 10 people £90.00

BEEF
Wiltshire Topside Roasting Joint

Home cooked Ham Joint
Homemade Sausage meat stuffing

Pigs in Blankets
Creamed Horseradish

Beef Dripping
For 4 people £35.00
For 6 people £49.50
For 10 people £75.00

Christmas gift vouchers available
Christmas Opening Times
Saturday 21st   8am - 1pm                  
Sunday 22nd        Closed 
Monday 23rd             8am - 5pm
Tuesday 24th         8am - 12pm

Orders now being taken
To be sure of availability please order 
before Saturday 7th December.
Please phone with any orders or come 
in to see us.

TURKEY CROWN
Stuffed Turkey Crown

Streaky Bacon
Homemade Chipolata Sausages

Cooked Ham or Topside roasting joint
Cranberry Sauce

Goose Fat
For 4-6 people £59.50
For 8-12 people £95.00

COOKED MEAT & CHEESE
Cooked Sliced  Ham

Cooked Sliced Salt Beef
Cooked Sliced Roast Beef

Long Clawson Stilton
Longmans Traditional Cheddar

Somerset Brie
Red Onion Marmalade

Apple and West Country Cider Chutney
Mini Sausage Rolls

£29.00
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PLEASE 
REMEMBER
to mention where 

you saw the 
advert when you 
contact any of 

our advertisers!

Full term, concession and drop-in rates available.
Beginners and experienced yogis are welcome.

Call or email for bookings and further details.

theo@wildyoga.co.uk 07818401110 www.wildyoga.co.uk
Rebalance mind, body and soul with a smile.

Martina’s Professional 
Cleaning Services

Is cleaning and ironing taking 
up your valuable time?

We guarantee the best price 
for the perfect job
Regular Cleaning
Spring Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Oven Cleaning

Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Ironing
Fully insured and absolute 

privacy assured
The same regular cleaner guaranteed

Call Martina on 07859818198

SKIP HIRE
4yd / 6yd / 8yd Skips
Green waste / Hardcore 
/ Soil / Timber / House & 

Garage clearance

Scrap metal skip 
available

Phone for all 
requirements
 07547 683368
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LETTERS
A LETTER FROM OUR LOCAL MP
Dear Julie,
As you may be aware, Claire has announced 
that she will not be seeking to be reselected 
as the Conservative candidate for the Devizes 
Constituency at the next election.  She had always 
planned to fulfil three full parliamentary terms and 
leave public life at the next planned election.  But 
with that likely to come sooner than expected, she 
has decided that now is the time to step down from 
the Commons.  Meanwhile, please be assured 
that Claire is continuing to assist and advise any 
Constituents who contact her.
We will, therefore, not be continuing with the 
advertisement in the Rowde Village Magazine for 
another year.
Thank you for your help with this,
Camilla Jequier
Senior Constituency Caseworker for                        
the Rt Hon Claire Perry O’Neill MP

RE; ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
A massive thank you to Jan and the team for 
all their hard work and long hours at the shop..
So sad the shop has had to close.
Chippy
WHAT’S ON AT AVEBURY THIS 
CHRISTMAS 
This year our wonderful volunteer sewing 
group have made the most beautiful 
ornaments which are decorating Avebury 
Manor – all in the theme of ‘Christmas carols’.  
Our highlight event of the season is Music, 
Lights and Merriment - with a Christmas Fair in 
the museum, the Devizes Town Band, wooden 
reindeer making and festive food in the café – 
this is on the 7th December.
If you feel that any of these items would be 
suitable for your ‘what’s on page’ please do 
feel free to use this information. (see page 19)
For any further information please do get in touch.
With best wishes,
Abby George
Senior Marketing and Communications Officer
Avebury and Wiltshire Landscape
Telephone: 01672 538035 
or mobile: 07917 515439

Depressed?    Anxious?    Stuck?    Grieving?
              Stressed?       Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE
A safe, confidential and personal place to 

talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the 
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge
For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind
24a High Street
Melksham
SN12 6LA
Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk 
Phone 01225 706532
Reg Charity Number: 1113751      Reg Company Number: 5498430

Wiltshire Mind

Your Local Ment al Health Chari ty
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FOR SALE
Pine rocking chair. Selling due to new 
furniture and less room. £20
Double headboard. Pine. Ideal for a spare 
room. £10
Contact Jayne Andrews - Wheeler 
01380 724118
FOR SALE
Kawasaki brush cutter/ strimmer good 
working order, £80 ono.
Also Mantis small garden Rotavator, 
good order, £80 ono
Two green houses one 6X6  £50
one 6x 4  £50, buyers removes and 
collects.
Please ring 01380 721211 or 07502977684

FOR SALE
I have several items in excellent condition:
Pentax Binoculars 10x24 UCFV, as new
Pulsar wristwatch in working order
Small Carriage Clock in working order
Beautiful Owl from the Leonardo Collection
Good size porcelain Shire Horse
Printer Cartridges for Epson Stylus Photo 
R800/R1800, sealed, unopened
Solar Powered LED Gutter Light, unused
Large selection of hardback Art books
Large collection of Lilliput Lane cottages
Several ornamental Elephants (wood, 
brass, Onyx and other materials)                  
- various sizes
Email or text me for lists, photos or prices
Alan, 07886870053  watters.alan@gmail.com

How to advertise here for FREE:
If you live locally and have an item to sell then just 
contact Julie on juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk or 
telephone 07796690413, giving a brief description 
of the item, the amount you would like for it, and a 
contact telephone number (name optional). ‘Wanted’ 
ads also accepted. Note - private advertisers only
Please also let us know whether your item 
sells or not so that we can either remove it or 
keep it in for subsequent months

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS

T O’ROURKE
All plastering work undertaken

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:
01380 698993

or  07968 634689

Would you like to help 
change someone’s life?

Are you over 18 and would like a job? 
Or are you recently retired and would 
still like to do something rewarding 

on a full or part time basis?
Do you have a positive attitude and a real 

desire to support people with learning 
disabilities to live the best life possible?

Hft in Rowde currently have 
a range of vacancies for 

support workers.
See page 23 for details

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend

provides
reliable and effective repairs 

& maintenance to all makes of 
TV, Hi-Fi & video equipment

by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff 
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact

Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com
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Mini Sudoku (Medium this month)
Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes 
so that each of the six separate areas of 
the puzzle and each line vertically and 
horizontally contains each number only once.

Sudoku (Medium this month)

Last Month’s Mini 
Sudoku Solution

Last Month’s Solution

Your friendly, female decoratress!
All decorating or painting projects considered,

including children’s murals
I am tidy, reliable and competitively priced

Call Carolynn on 07881 200218
or email ceeceedecoratress@gmail.com

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE

SPANISH TUITION 
Native language tutor offering Spanish lessons and Translation 
   GCSEs and A levels: experience on 

preparing students for various exams: 
      AQA, Edexcel, Common Entrance & 

International Baccalaureate. 
   Adult tuition to all levels: beginners, 

intermediate & advance. 
   References available if required. 

   Contact Patricia Córdoba on: 

  pcordoba@hiberniatype.com 
  mobile no.: 0788 496 20 79 
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Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser                  Page
FOOD:
H S Stiles & Son Ltd                  46 & 47
Silkwise Catering        37
The Farm Cookery School          27
Netherstreet Beef               27
Farm Fresh Local Produce        33
FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:
Charles S Winchcombe & Son Ltd         37
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons)                22
John Stuart Funeral Services      42
D J Bewley Funeral Directors                   45
TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
King Mortgages        36
The PC Doctor (Ian Diddams)        6
Dolman Audio Visual (TV & Hi Fi repairs)    50
Photocopying & Laminating Service     16
Spanish Tuition         51
Become a support worker                   23
Rudi Dalby - Power of Attorney          36
Original Pet & People Portraits by local artist 55
Hand-illustrated House Portraits by local artist   55
HOUSE MAINTENANCE:
Duvet Cleaning (Hft)               13
House Cleaning (Martina)       48
Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb)       4
Plasterer (T O’Rourke)       50
Adams Renovations                  49
Hestia Soft Furnishings       40
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers)     45
KFR (used furniture and white goods)       6
Cee Cee Painting & Decorating      51
Skip Hire            48
GARDEN SERVICES:
Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale       43
Tree Surgery – Tom Ashpole      26
PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:
The Cross Keys        42
The Rowdey Cow                              55
The Owl         38 
St Matthew’s Church Cafe       22
George & Dragon        44
HEALTH AND FITNESS:
Clinical Sports & Remedial Massage     51
Active Plus for over 60s       36
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty     52
Wiltshire Mind        49
Theo Wildcroft Yoga Classes      48
The Sycamore Centre       49
Pilates Classes        25
Cloud Nine Therapies       13
Hypnotherapy        40
PETS & LIVESTOCK:
Whistley Canine Country Club        38
Greyhound Rescue          4 
Dog walking / Pet care services      11

MISCELLANEOUS:
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust       45
Nursery – Townsend Barn       39
Canal Boat Rental – Foxhangers      38
Rowde Village Website       42
Car Sales, MOTs & Servicing      36
Rowde Toddler Group           26  
4Children           39
J F Chimney Sweep        13
Arts Together - Ageing Creatively               43
Hair at Home Rowde       43
And please remember to mention where you saw the 
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed

Unit 2 Manor House Yard, Poulshot Road, POULSHOT, 
DEVIZES, WILTSHIRE SN10 1RY

TELEPHONE: 01380 828297
www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

email:  tranquilmoment@live.co.uk

Decleor facials, 
microdermabrasion, massage,  

sports massage and injury clinic, 
shrinking Violet fat loss body wraps,  

CND shellac and Brisa Lite 
sculpting gel nails, CND manicure 
and pedicure, Apilus electrolysis, 

CACI non surgical face lift,   
Decleor and CND stockist

Please call Jo at The Tranquil Moment Health and 
Beauty Clinic to make an appointment

Call us or follow us on Facebook for up 
to date offers and news

Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have it 
publicised to over 600 households in the parish, 
or if you have a personal item to sell, then 
contact: Julie Baker on 07796690413 or by 
email at juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the RVN, or have 
any other questions about its distribution then 
contact: Sharon Young on 01380 721309 or by 
email at sharon.young@hft.org.uk
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Allotments
Chris Stevens, Tel: 01380 738438
Bell Ringing
Friday evenings, Bell Tower, St 
Matthew’s Church at 7.30pm
Contact Richard Heath 
on 01380722379
Bingo
Mondays 8 pm in Village Hall
Charities
Rowdeford Charity Trust
trustees@rowdefordcharity.org.uk
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Children’s Art & Craft Classes
Hayley Mitchell  01225458679
hayleymitchell@thecreationstation.co.uk

Church Coordinator
Benefice Administrator:
Sarah Bowler 07876142112

Church Choir
Junior Choir Practice Thursdays 
at 6.45 pm, Portia Broomfield 
07514047878
Senior Choir Practice Thursdays 
at 7.15 pm, Gavin Moss              
01380 729160 / 07771780016
Church Wardens
Michael Cornwell Tel: 01380 722855
Gavin Moss Tel: 01380 729160
Doctor
For list of doctors contact the 
Health Commission, Pans Lane, 
Devizes, Tel: 0300 111 5717
Football
John Dalley, Tel: 727094
Footpaths
Ivan Whittaker-Axon 01380 728669
Garage
Slades of Devizes Tel: 727755
Hospitals
Devizes Community Hospital
Tel: 723511
Chippenham Community Hospital
Tel: 01249 447100
Trowbridge Community Hospital
Tel: 01225 711300

Ladies Club
Held in Village Hall on last Tuesday 
in the month at 8 pm.
Mrs Di Buckland, Tel: 723049
Local Councils
Wiltshire Council
Tel: 0300 4560100
Devizes Town Council 722160
Neighbourhood Police Team
Jo Newbury Rural Beat Manager
PCSO Georgina Dodd
Ring 101
Google devizes npt to contact the 
team on
www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk>devizes
Parish Council
Chair - Mr John Hawkins
Tel: 07929 424781
Clerk - Mrs Rebekah Jeffries
Tel: 01380 501919
PC Repairs - 07833696328 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
Playing Fields
For playing field bookings 
please contact the Parish 
Council Clerk on 01380 501919 
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Police
Devizes Police  Tel: 101
Pubs/Restaurants
Cross Keys, Tel: 739567
George & Dragon, Tel: 723053
Rowdey Cow Cafe, Tel: 829666
Rifle Club
Practice Wednesdays, Matches 
Thursdays in Village Hall.
Laurence Plumb, Tel: 728174
Roads/Pavements
‘My Wiltshire App or 03004560100
Rowde Court Studios
Ann Swan, Tel: 01380 724788 
Rowde Rainbows
Meet: Tuesdays 6.15 to 7.15pm
Contact: Pam Ridley 01380 730442           
Email: RowdeRainbows@gmail.com
Rowde Village News
Alan Watters, Tel: 01380 724788

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries - Tel: 07926952631
Bookings - 722497 (after 6 pm)
Rowde C of E Primary 
Academy
High Street, Rowde SN10 2ND
Head teacher - Lorraine Colquhoun 
723991
Rowdeford Special School
Head Teacher
Mr M Loveridge Tel: 850309
Hft (ex Self Unlimited)
Rosa Lancaster, Tel: 725455
Sewing Circle
Ring Yvonne on 01380 728745
St Matthew’s Flower Guild
Liz Ibbetson, Tel: 720630
Flowers for all occasions, 
Weddings, Funerals & 
Anniversaries
TAXI 
R H Reeves 725072
J Dalley 07592 063789
Toddler Group
Village Hall Thursdays 9.30-11.30 
Tuesday Afternoon Club (60s+)
Held in Village Hall first Tuesday in 
the month at 2.30 pm.
Mrs D Ellis, Tel: 722655
Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt - Tel: 723687
McQueens - Tel: 728505
The Paddock - Tel: 813202
Village Fete - Lisa Wills
Enquiries - Tel: 01380 730078
Village Shop
Enquiries - Tel: 01380 739800
Website
www.rowdevillage.org
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
or contact Rebekah 01380 720988
Youth Club
Iain Marr 07540017184

Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide
Listed below in alphabetical order are the various village organisations with contact names and telephone numbers
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Updating the Diary or Village Guide
If you would like to add an event to the Village Diary (this page) or amend an entry in the contacts 
page (previous page), please email details to watters.alan@gmail.com or phone 01380 724788

Village Diary
30 November CHRISTMAS BAZAAR (see back cover)
Dec & Jan Christmas at Avebury (see page 19)
4 December Carols from Kings: Uncovering the Unexpected (see page 26)
6 December Christmas Market (see page 23)
8 December Christmas Open Studio Shopping Day (see page 2)
9 December Pre-Election Forum (see page 40)
11 December Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm in village hall
22 December St. Matthew’s Christmas Carols & Village Supper (see page 44)
28 December Brendan (see page 38)
31 December New Year’s Eve Celebrations at The Owl (see page 38)
31 December G&D New Year’s Eve Dinner (see page 44)
All Tuesdays St Matthew’s Cafe (see page 22)
2 January Charity Quiz Night (see page 38)
8 January Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm in village hall
8 January Botticelli’s Florence (see page 26)
13 January First of the Bridge Evenings in the G&D for 2020 (see page 25)
12 February Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm in village hall
15 February Bath Male Choir Concert (see pages 17 & 32)
11 March Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm in village hall
1 April  Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm in village hall
8 May  VE Day Celebrations  (see page 9)
13 May Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm in village hall
10 June Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm in village hall

Rowde, Cross Keys   0733 1011 1147 1347 1642 1722 1806s
Devizes, The Pelican   0740 1017 1153 1353 1648 1728 1811
Times marked s – “sets down only” – the bus will only stop to drop passengers off

Rowde, Cross Keys   0800 1038 1238 1418 1518 1618 1740  
Chippenham Bus Stn  0833  - * -   - * -  1449   - * -  1649 1813 

(- * - ends at Calne)

Bus timetable from 1st April 2019 for Service numbers 33 & 33X

Note: If going to Chippenham Railway Station, add approximately 6 minutes to times shown

Monday to Friday (except Public Holidays)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0807 0922 1022 1222 1352 1622 1752 
Devizes, The Pelican   0813 0928 1028 1228 1358 1628 1758
Rowde, Cross Keys   0819 0934 1104 1234 1434 1634 
Chippenham Bus Stn  0851 1006 1136 1306 1506 1706

Saturday (all journeys are on service 33)

For the most reliable and up to date source of information please go to                    
www.faresaver.co.uk or for further details of this service or to report a problem please 

call 01249444444 or email enquiries@faresaver.co.uk

The magazine team, on behalf of all the readers of the Rowde Village News, 
would like to give a huge thank-you to all the 20+ volunteers in the village 

who go out in all weathers to personally deliver your magazine to your door.
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Omega Terrace, Marsh Lane, Rowde 

ORIGINAL PET and 
PEOPLE PORTRAITS

Call or text Alan on 07886870053 or Email      
watters.alan@gmail.com for more information 
or text/email a good photo for a quote.

Colour or mono portrait of a person or 
pet by local artist Alan Watters. Original 
portrait. Limited edition prints and/or 
personalised greetings cards packages 
also possible. Original supplied in a 
quality mount ready for framing.



 
  
 
 

      

IN AID OF VILLAGE HALL  

Items for the above stalls can be delivered to the 
Village Hall, or can be collected.  
Phone 723049 or 722186 if you want items collected 


